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CHAP. XXV. 

GEORGIA. 

Climate — Situation — Soil — Productions — 
Agriculture — Exports — Obfervations. 

G EORGIA is in many refpedts the 
fame country as Carolina, differing 
very little in climate, but generally 
in favour of it. Upon the coafl it is not 
above fixty or feventy miles from north to 
fouth ; but in the internal country the dis- 
tance is upwards of one hundred and fifty 
miles. The climate upon the coaft is hot, 
damp, and unwholefome, like Carolina, 
though there are hilly fpots which form 
flrong exceptions. The fiat country ex- 
tends in general about two hundred miles 
froth the fea, and the interior tradt, which 
reaches from thence to the Apalachean 
mountains, and is about one hundred miles 

p 
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broad, ranks in every refpedt among the 
very fined in all America. The climate at 
the fame time that it is hot enough to pro- 
duce the mod valuable daples, is healthy 
and agreeable to an extraordinary degree ; 
free from thofe fuddcn changes and violent 
extremes that are felt in the maritime part 
of the province, and which are fo perni- 
cious to health wherever found. In this 
country the foil is of a, fertility that even 
exceeds the back parts of South Carolina, 
efpecially on the river Savannah, and its 
branches to the w r edand north- weft of Au- 
gufta, and indeed all round that town : no 
flat lands are found, no fwamps, no 
marfhes, but high, dry trails, waving in 
gentle hills, and the vales watered with 
numerous dreams. The foil a deep black 
loam, fo rich that there is fcarcely any ex- 
hauding its fertility : it was for a long time 
unknown that fuch a country exided here; 
but upon fird fettling Georgia, and for 
many years afterwards, the flat fandy coad 
was the only part of the province attended 
to or known ; and as long as this has been 
the cafe with ,'any of our colonies to the 
fouth of New York, they have languished, 
and emerged from their languor as foon as 
they penetrated into the rich and healthy 

part 
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part of the country. Georgia was a very 
inconfiderable province as long as the peo- 
ple confined themfelves to the coaft ; but 
the efforts fince made here have been by 
means of removing backwards, where filk, 
indigo, and other commodities of great va- 
lue, are cultivated with a fuccefs far greater 
than was ever found in any of the mari- 
time parts of our colonies. But however 
clear the excellencies of thefe interior parts 
of Georgia may appear, to fuch as have 
viewed them with an underftanding eye, 
yet are they not one tenth peopled : it is 
but a few years fince any attention at all 
has been given to this province by Ameri- 
can or European fettlers; but after the ar- 
rangement of the American governments in 
1763 had confined all the colonies to as 
narrow bounds as the encroachments of the 
French before the war, and their oper- 
ations in it, they then found good land, un- 
patented, fcarce ; which puflied them upon 
a more induftrious fearch : this was the 
caufe of Georgia receiving fince the peace 
fuch an accefiion of people, that fettled in 
numbers in the back parts of it ; and it 
was the fame caufe that contributed to the 


peopling feveral diftridts in North Carolina, 
which had been long negledted. 
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The foil and face of the country in the 
maritime part of the province, refembles 
South Carolina; it confifts of a flat terri- 
tory, very fandy, and in general either 
pine barrens or fvvamps ; the flips of Oak- 
land are not large or numerous: thefwamps 
are inferior to thofe of Carolina in the pro- 
dudion of rice, and in general the country 
is not fogood for the whole breadth of the 
flat part ; but this inferiority is not great ; 
all the fea-coaft of America, from Jerfey to 
Florida, has a ftrong fimilarity. 

The vegetable produdions both of trees, 
flarubs, roots, flowers, &c. are the fame as 
thofe of South Carolina ; nor is there much 
difference in the growth, for though 
Georgia lies to the fouth of that province, 
yet is the climate not hotter than that of 
Carolina ; and there are fome parts of the 
latter, particularly Charles Town, much 
hotter than moil in Georgia. Relative to 
a further account of the foil, climate and 
produds of this province, I fliall here in- 
fert an extrad from a letter written by a 
planter, who went from England and fet- 
tled not far from Augufta, and has reflded 
there eight years. 

“ I muff freely own, that in fome in- 
ffances I was much difappointed in my ex- 

pedations 
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pe&ations of this country, — I thought the 
foil had been more generally good, and the 
climate I was taught to imagine was more 
agreeable to an English conditution ; but 
in fummer I find the heat very opprefllve, 
and gives one, for two or three hours in the 
afternoon, a languor which I never expe- 
rienced in England even in the hotted: days; 
going out is then difagreeable, and the 
only way to be tolerably at eafe, is to keep 
one’s felf perfectly quiet, to fit dill in rooms 
that admit much air but no fun, and to be 
cautious in diet : this feafon lads through 
July, Augud, and mod of September. The 
way to enjoy the agreeable parts of any a- 
vocation during thofe months, is to rife 
early in the morning, and to tranfaft what- 
ever bufinefs requires* your being abroad, 
by eleven o’clock, or at mod by twelve 
(unlefs the days are cloudy), and then to 
keep thehoufe till five in the afternoon : in 
the evening the air is cool enough to ren- 
der the fields pleafant. What I h^ve now 
told you is not general with all conditu- 
tions j I have a fervant, who came from 
England with me, that feels no more in- 
convenience from being expofed through 
the heat of the day to the fun, than the 
very negroes themfelves, who generally 

B 3 delight 
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delight in the mod: meridian beams ; and 
among my neighbours, I know two or three 
who are of the fame temperament. But 
my own conftitution is very different, for 
a fever would be the leaftconfequence I be- 
lieve; and indeed I partly know it from ex- 
perience, which would cnfue from my 
ufing any fatiguing exercife, from one to 
three o’clock in the afternoon in fummer, 
when the fky is clear ; for with a fouth 
wind the fun’s beams are fo intenfely hot, 
that the only pleafure I feel, is to be per- 
fectly at reft. 

“ But at the fame time. Sir, that I de- 
fcribe thefe inconveniencies, let me re- 
mark, that I fhould ufe very different terms 
if I lived near thecoaft : I have been often 
at Savannah, when I have longed ardently 
to be at home ; the climate is there beyond 
comparifon worfe than at Augufta, and 
the farther weft we go, the better it be- 
comes. This will doubtlefs appear very 
ftrange to you, as there is fo little differ- 
ence in the latitudes of thefe places ; but 
that is acircumftance which has little to do 
with climate in this part of the world. I 
attribute the great contraft there is between 
the fea-coaft and the weftern part of the 
province, to theflatnefs of one, and the va- 
ried 
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riedfurface of the other — alfo to one being 
full of fwamps and marfhes, and the other 
being entirely free from them. Flat coun- 
tries have always lefs wind and agitations 
in the air, which render it far more pure 
and wholefome to breathe in, as they carry 
off fpeedily every noxious quality ; there is 
fcarce an inftance on the globe, of a hilly 
or a mountainous country being unhealthy; 
even under the line or the troprics fuch 
are always inhabited by a hardy and robufl: 
race of people. The other circumftance 
is of yet more confequence ; • the effluvia of 
ffagnant waters in a hot climate, and efpe- 
cially of fuch as rice-fwamps, which are 
(hallow, fometimes fields of mud, at others 
thinly covered with water, cannot but pfove 
prodigioufly injurious to the health of the 
human body, at the fame time that it ren- 
ders the heat "not only burning,* but clofe 
and fuffocating : fuch a thick heavy atmof- 
phere, in a country fo flat as not to be 
windy, mull neceflarily make the maritime 
part of this province far more hot than the 
internal part, creating a difference greater 
than what many degrees of latitude could 
occafion. 

“In the obfervations have made on the 
climate’s being uncommonly hot, I con- 

B 4 fine 
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fine myfelf entirely to the hotteft part of 
the fummer, July, Auguft, and part of Sep- 
tember, and perhaps, but not always, a 
week the latter end of June. As to the 
reft of the year, you have no idea in Eng- 
land of the charms of this climate at a dis- 
tance from the fea. March, April, May, 
and June, are a warm Spring, in which 
Scarce a day offends you : the Iky is a clear 
expanfe, clouds rarely to be Seen, and the 
heat nothing offenfive ; the beauty of our 
country is then enjoyed every hour of the 
day — in fhort, no feafon in any part of the 
world can hardly be more agreeable than 
thefe months in the back country of Geor- 
gia. The latter part of September andOc- 
tober are alfo perfectly agreeable, in being 
Sufficiently warm without a melting heat. 
But this is not all I have to fay in our fa- 
vour ; for to me the winter is a moll pleaf- 
ing feafon here; the degree of heat is that 
of a warm Spring, with Some days as hot 
as a common fummer ; but in fome 
months in the latter country I have felt 
days as hot as are generally experienced in 
Jamaica : ideas of heat fliould not there- 
fore be taken from the height to which 
the thermometer rifes in certain days, but 
to the mean height when every day is re- 
n giflered. 
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giftered. In the winter feafon, and alfoin 
fpring, we have extreme cold winds, par- 
ticularly the north-weft j and alfo fliarp 
frofts j but the fudden changes from heat 
to cold, which are fo much complained of 
on the coaft, are rarely felt with us in any 
fuch degree as is common there. I have 
heard many of my neighbours complain of 
thefe frofts and cold winds, but to an Eu- 
ropean conftitution they are natural, and 
are certainly wholefome whenever the 
changes are not fudden from heat to cold j 
and even in that cafe they are better than 
conftant heat, if any caution is ufed in drefs. 
I muft fay for my own part, that neither 
froft nor wind have ever proved difagree- 
able to me ; and that upon the whole, I 
much prefer the climate to any in which 
I have lived before ; and yet I have refided 
at Cadiz, Naples, and the Weft Indies, 
not to fpeak of Bofton and England. But 
whatever I have mentioned on this head is 
relative only to the country to the weft of 
Augufta, that is, the weftern half of 
Georgia ; for the other part does not by 
many degrees enjoy fo good a climate.” 

In another letter was written as follows. 
“ The foil in this neighbourhood is good; 
in general, we have very little that is bad j 

and 
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and none that will not produce fome ufe- 
ful crop or other. Like you in England 
we have wades uncultivated, which fpread 
almoft over the whole province ; but our 
wades are fuch only for want of people to 
accept their property, whereas yours are 
fuch from being of a poor and almoft 
worthlefs foil. I have travelled over parts 
of Scotland, and even the northern coun- 
ties of England, which carry fuch an afpedt 
of barrennefs, and are fo dreary and wade, 
as nothing in all this country can be op- 
pofed to them. All land here that is un- 
cultivated, is either a very rich and valuable 
foreft, or a meadow, which in it's natural 
ftate would be worth ten or twelve (hillings 
an acre in England. On the coaft they 
have fwamps, which produce nothing, 
tho’ not many, but here fwamps are rare j 
the low grounds on fome of the rivers are 
more properly marfhes ; they are fmall, and 
fuch as are found in the beft and mod beau- 
tiful counties of England ; low meadows 
on rivers, wherever they are found, were 
(in a date of nature) mardies : we have 
none but what might eanly be drained, and 
would then be the richeft meadows in the 
world, efpecially if kept as watered ones. 

Even 
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Even thefe marfhes are with us found full 
of tall and beautiful cedars and cyprefles. 

“ Our flat trails, or more properly the 
furface of gentle waves of country, rather 
than levels or hills, are of a rich loamy 
foil ; the furface from twelve to eighteen 
inches deep of a fine light, black, fandy 
loam, which has the appearance of being 
the earth which has been formed by the 
rotting of vegetables ; and yet, which is 
extraordinary, we have this foil where no 
trees are found. Under this loam we find 
another of a reddilh brown colour, three, 
four, or five feet deep, and then meet 
with clay, and in fome places rockj this 
under-ftratum of loam has the appearance 
of being admirable land. Other trails of 
this fort, and efpecially the fides of hills, 
are covered with a reddifh loam, with 
many Hones in it, from one to two feet 
deep, and under it rock : the appearance of 
this foil is not fo good, but on experience 
we find it to be very fertile.- In fome vales, 
between gentle hills, we find the black 
loam three or four feet deep, a foil which 
I am perfuaded might be applicable to any 
purpofe in the world. A true clay on the 
furface is fcarcely ever found in thefe trails; 
but in the low lands on the river fides the 

foil 
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foil is a very flrong loam, near the clay. 
Some of the rivers, however, run among 
the hills, with high rocky fhores. For 
150 miles from the feathp country abounds 
with what they call a pine barren , which 
is a light white fand, very poor, covered 
with pines ; it is reckoned the worfl part 
of that country ; we are not entirely with- 
out it j here and there is a pine barren, but 
they are rare. There are other varieties of 
foil, but not in confiderable quantity ; we 
have fandy trails, which though light are 
very rich, and of a nature entirely different 
from the pine barren fand. Some fpots on 
the rivers and the highefl hills are rocky, 
and fo rough as not to admit of culture ; 
but thefe are covered with fdrefl trees, 
and add very much to the beauty of the 
country. 

** Uncultivated traits of country in this 
part of America are very different from 
fuch in other parts of the world; the plenty 
of the fineft timber is aftonifhing to an Eu- 
ropean upon his firft arrival. We have 
feveral forts of oak which come to a pro- 
digious fjze, twice or thrice as large as oaks 
in England ; and fome of thele are much 
more excellent for fhip-building than is 
commonly imagined : an injudicious choice 

of 
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of the fort of oak, \vas for fome years the 
caufe of this idea ; but later trials have dif- 
fufca a more corredt knowledge of the va- 
lue of our timber, for fome has been found 
fuperior in duration even to Britifh oak. 
This wood is alfo cut into various articles 
of lumber, which are exported to the Weft 
Indies; pine, cyprefs, and cedar, are like- 
wife appropriated to the fame ufe : this is 
a vaft advantage annexed to thofe parts of 
the country which have a good water-car- 
riage, fince thefe forts of woods converted 
into lumber will pay the expences of clear- 
ing the thickeft forefts in this country, even 
if a proportion of the timber be of other 
forts, and not ufed in building : when this 
' is the cafe therefore, a man enters not only 
into the pofleffion of an eftate without ex- 
pence, but even an eftate that is ready to 
cultivate. * 

“ Our forefts are generally open, con- 
fifting of large trees, growing fo thin that 
you may generally ride through every part 
of them, rarely having any underwood, and 
in fome tra&s they are wide enough for 
waggons to pafs every where : the labour, 
therefore, of clearing, when the wood is 
not of a proper fort for lumber, is not great. 
We have immenfe numbers of wild mul- 
berry 
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berry-trees, upon the leaves of which we 
feed our filk-worms, without forming any 
plantations for that purpofe. Walnuts and 
hiccories are alfo very plentiful upon the 
beft lands, and grow to a very great fize.” 

A third letter contained the following 
particulars. “ My plantation is fituated 
on a fmall but navigable creek, which falls 
into the river Savannah, about thirty miles 
weft of Augufta j when I firft came, I had 
a very large tradt of country tochufe in, for 
the fettlemcnts to the weft of that town at 
any diftance from it were not numerous ; 
had I then been as well acquainted with 
agriculture as I am now, I could have made 
choice of a plantation, confifting more en- 
tirely of rich land ; but as it is, I have no 
great reafon to complain, and what I lofe 
in foil, I gain in the extreme beauty of the 
fituation. 

My houfe is on the fide of a hill ; be- 
hind it is a fine fpreading wood of oak, 
walnut, hiccory, &c. before it a large tradt 
of grafs which I have cleared, and which 
is bounded by the river, whofe courfe I 
command from almoft every window, for 
three miles on each fide : on the other fide 
of it, and all round the lands adjacent to 
my houfe, are the fields which 1 have in 
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ture. The whole plantation, which is my 
property, confifts of 6340 acres, at leafi, in ' 
the rough manner in which the furveyor- 
general’s people reported the furvey, that 
is, the quantity regiftered ; the only fence 
which furrounded it for fome years, was 
trees market with a hatchet, or croffes dug 
in the meadows, with here and there a poll 
fet up ; but other fettlers having fince fixed 
near me, who have taken up fmall grants 
of land, their fences have been made in 
fome places in my boundary line, which 
have faved me the trouble. In fome places 
I am yet open to the country not granted 
away ; for this tradt of land containing a 
large proportion of excellent foil, I paid 
not quite one hundred pounds, including 
every charge and fee incurred in order to 
procure it. 

“ The method here taken, is for the 
perfon who wants land to fix upon a fpot 
and take what he likes, under condition of 
peopling it in a given number of years : I 
had twenty allowed me, but they are now 
giving only ten or fifteen years. It is not 
common to fee people fixing by each other ; 
they generally plant themfclves at a difiance, 
for the lake of having an uncultivated 
country around them for their cattle to 

range 
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range in : all the country not granted away 
belongs to the king, and is common for 
every man to turn his cattle upon, but not 
in the manner fuch right is enjoyed in Eng- 
land, where the lame thing is done not by 
permifilon but by right ; for here every 
new comer has a liberty of fixing in this 
common part of the country, and inclofing 
his property immediately if he pleafes ; fo 
that the lands on which we turn our cattle 
farther than our own bounds, are continu- 
ally decreafing : the confequence is, the 
planters who' on this account have not 
range enough for their large llocks, take up 
new grants of fmall quantities of land far- 
ther to the weftward, for the fake of fend- 
ing their cattle thither, by which means 
they are enabled to keep very great flocks, 
even fo far as a thoufand head. I have four 
hundred and forty head of cows, oxen, 
bulls, heifers, &c. but their value is far 
from what it would be in England. 

“ The plenty of timber in this country 
is a great advantage to new fettlers, in ren- 
dering their buildings and many of their 
utenfils of no other expence than that of 
labour, tools, and a little iron. Myhoufe, 
a barn, a liable, and fome other conveni- 
cies, coll me no more at firfl than one hun- 
dred 


Digitized by Google 



American HcsRAnOry. 17 

(Jred and feventy-four pounds in cafh, and 
the labour of ten negroes during three 
months j this was done by hiring carpen- 
ters, and paying them by the month ; and 
two of the Haves learnt fo much of the art 
ih that time, that by working fince with 
them occafionally, they are become good 
carpenters enopgh to ra'ife a (hed, or build 
any plain outhoufe, filth as you fee conv 
mon in England in little farm-yards : our 
wood is of fo little value, that their making 
wafie is of no confequence. I have made 
many additions to thy houfe fince, at a fmall 
experiie£ fo that it is now a very conve- 
nient and agreeable Habitation. 

** Whfen I confider that for one hundred 
pounds a man may in this rich and plenti- 
ful country buy an extenfive^trad of land j 
that for two more he may raife a good 
houfe and offices ; that he may buy flaVes 
for thirty or forty pounds a-piece, or hire 
white labour a very little dearer than in 
England ; and that he may fettle himfelf 
with as few as he pleafes, and increafe them 
as he can j when this is confidered, it fur- 
prifes me to think that more people of 
fmall fortunes do not come among us, but 
that they fhould prefer the narrow way in 
which they muft live in Europe." The 
Vol. II. C plenty 
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plenty of this country is much greater than 
you can think of ; a little planter, that is 
a good gun-man himlelf, or has a Dave 
that is to, may in half a day kill much 
more game than two families will eat in a 
week ; and in parts of the country where 
it is cpmparatively fcarce, an ealy walk 
will yield him a day or two’s fubfiftence of 
this fort for a moderate table. By game 
We here underftand deer, rabbits, wild kine, 
and wild hogs, turkies, geefe, ducks, 
pigeons, partridges, teal, 6cc. Our rivers 
are; equally abounding . with excellent fith, 
which is a.n advantage not inferior .to the 
other j arid the -two together in hunting, 
ihooting* and fifhing, affording a diverfion 
equal to what is met yvffbJn any part of 
the world, and fuperior to moil. Sporting 
here is carried on with unlimited freedom, 

1 J • > • i 

and in a ftyle far fuperior to what I have 
anywhere elfe met with; and whoever 
keeps houfe in this country mult prefently. 
find the immenfe advantages attending the 
great plenty of thefe articles* which reduce 
all expences of this lort very low. And 
now I am giving you the information you 
wanton this head, JLfhall add, that our 
great plenty of fruit is another point in 
which this country is very fortunate.} we 
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melons, cucumbers, water-melons, pfcaches, 
pears, apples, plums, &c. &c. in any quan- 
tity we pleafe, almoft without trouble or 
culture. The climate is fo favourable, that 
to plant them is all the attention requifite. 
Upon a new fettler fixing* one of his firffc 
Works is to inclofe and plant a large orch- 
ard. Peaches are the mod plentiful of any 
kind of fruit : a ftone fet, becomes a bear- 
ing tree in three years, and the fruit that 
drops from it rifes in young trees; fo that 
a fingle tree would become a wood of 
peaches in a few years, if they were not 
grubbed up. • . 

“ You fee. Sir, from this account; upon 
the truth of which you may abfolutely re- 
lie, that you want for nothing in this 
country that nature can give us. Richland 
is plentiful ; building no where fo cheap; 
game, filh, flefh, fowl, and fruit, in the 
utmofi: profufion ; labour by flaves very 
cheap, by fervants not dear. And to this 
may be added a government mild and e- 
qual, in which more liberty is no where to 
be found ; taxes too trifliqg to be mention- 
ed, and where neither tythes nor poor’s 
rates are to be found: may I not therefore 
conclude, that if mere living well, plentiful- 
ly, andateafe, be confidered, no. country catv 

C 2 exceed. 
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exceed - , perhaps not equal, this. In re- 
fpedt of fociety, we are deficient ; but this 
is made up to a ftudious perfon, or one 
who does not diflike retirement, by the a- 
mufements of the field, by the employ- 
ments of agriculture, and by reading ; not 
however that we are without company ; I 
haveeight or nine neighbours within twenty 
miles of me, with whom I vifit ; and fome 
of them are families in which a rational 
converfation is by no means wanting — 
In a fucceflive letter the fame perfon gave 
the following particulars. 

— “ Refpeding the agriculture we pur- 
fue, about which you enquire, I flaall give 
you the beft account I am able : the ob- 
jects mod attended to are Indian corn, 
wheat, and provifions, which long occu- 
pied this country chiefly ; but for a few 
years paft filk and indigo have made great 
ftrides among us. The country near the 
fea is not near fo fertile in com and pro- 
4 vifions as that about us ; we therefore not 
only fend great quantities for the Wed In- 
dia export, but alfo to feed the towns and 
rice plantations in part. I am much in 
doubt whether the common hufbandry of 
railing com and provifions be not as pro- 
fitable as that of indigo or rice ; the beft 

planters 
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planters we have, and it is the fame in 
Carolina, do not reckon they make in to- 
tal product above 20I. or 25I. each for their 
working hands : I have exceeded this fome 
years by Indian corn, wheat, &c. and 
fome of my neighbours have carried it 
much farther than me, hy more fldll and 
clofer application. 

** The firft bufinefs in our hufbandry is 
clearing the ground, which is for corn, ge- 
nerally done by grubbing the trees up by 
the roots in order for the plough to go : 
this method I have followed in all the land 
I have cleared : the expence is fmall, from 
the eafe of ftirring the light foil ; and after 
railing my houfe, offices, and negro camp, 
with lengths and ports for fences, &c. the 
refidue I have fent down the river in feve- 
ral forts of lumber, as boards, planks, ftaves, 
pieces, caiks, &c. to Augufta and Savan- 
nah, but not with fuch advantage as others 
lower down on the river, who have not 
fuch a diftance : after clearing, I have 
planted the land with Indian corn, for 
three and four years fucceffively, and got 
from thirty-five to fixty bulhels an acre, and 
at the fame time from twenty- five to fifty 
bufhels of Indian peafe an acre. Of wheat 
my crops are not fo great ; but from 
C 3 thirty 
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thirty to forty btifhels an acre is my ufuaj 
crop. Barley we alfo fow, ufually after 
wheat or Indian corn ; I get the fame quan- 
tity as of wheat ; I have fome fields, the 
foil of which is fo rich, that I have got for 
fix years fucceflively crops of thefe kinds 
of grain, and all equally good, and I do 
not now find that the foil has much abated 
of its fertility ; but in fome of my fields, 
it begins to wear cut $ but fine grafs will 
come, and foon yield nearly as good profit 
as middling crops of corn. I do not think 
our farmers in England grow quite fo many 
fuccefiive crops of corn as we do here, yet 
I imagine our produds to be much the 
large!!. I have never laid on any dung or 
other manure for corn. 

“ My black deep loams, which were co- 
vered with wood, yield kitchen plants of 
very fine flavour and an extraordinary fize $ 
I allotted a piece of it near my houfe for 
a garden, in which feveral articles of com- 
mon produd much exceed what I remem- 
ber feeing in England, and yet I have ne- 
ver manured it : this, however, is much 
owing to climate. I have raifed cabbages 
of 60 lb. weight, and turneps of 25 lb. 
Potatoes thrive aftoniflhingly in it ; I have 
had 300 bufhels from a bed, which in fize 

did 
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did not exceed a quarter of an acre j and 
feveral of my neighbours, having found their 
great increale in this foil, have begun to 
go pretty much into them as an article of 
fale : they find a ready market at Savannah 
for the Wpft Indies. I defign taking the 
fame hint, and believe they will be as pro- 
fitable as any other article. 

** There is one circumftance in this 
country which is very valuable in planting ; 
it is the warmth of the climate rendering 
it unneceflary to houfe or otherwife attend 
cattle in winter more than in fummer j 
they find their fubfiftence in the woods and 
natural meadows, and return home of 
. nights only for the fake of food given them, 
not fo much through neceffity, as to in- 
duce them to be regular. Our fwine fare 
yet better, for the woods abound greatly 
with mart and fruit of various forts, which 
they are greedy in finding, and keep them- 
felves fat on ; but we ufe them to come 
home in the fame manner as the kine. 
The number of hogs kept in this country 
by every planter is very great j they who 
begin only with a low or two, in a few 
years are mafters of fourfcore, or an hun- 
dred head; I have above three hundred of 
all forts and fizes, and in a few years, if the 
C 4 country 
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c ountry does not fettle very faft, {hall have 
twice or thrice as many. Fork and beef 
barrelled make a confiderable article of 
our product j and hides are not the moft 
inconfiderable part of the produdl of our 
cow kine. ' 

" Befides the articles I have mentioned, 
we cultivate indigo, filk, tobacco, and 
hemp, but not in fuch large quantities {filk 
excepted) as they do in Carolina ; I have 
them all upon my plantations ; indigo and 
tobacco require the fame foil, which is the 
richeft and deepeft we can give them, but 
it mull be dry j tobacco is but juft coming 
in, but we make as good, if not better 
than any in Virginia ; and I am of opinion, 
fince the price has rifen, it will be as be- 
neficial as any article we can go upon. 
Hemp is fown in the low lands on the 
rivers and in drained marlhes, where the 
foil is a ftiff loam, upon clay : we do not 
reckon it fo profitable as either indigo or 
tobacco ; but as the land which fuits it is 
not the right fort for thofe crops, it is cul- 
tivated in fmall quantities. I cannot fpeak 
with any precifion of the produdts which 
my neighbours gain of thefe commodities, 
but I can tell you pretty accurately what I 
have done myfelf. When I had increafed 

my 
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my ten negroes to twenty, from that num- 
ber, eight of whom were women (who I 
fhould obferve do as much field-work as 
the men) they made me, with the help of 
five white labourers. 


I. 

146 


J 3 

8 

10 


36 acres of Indian corn, the produce of j 
which fold for in fterling money, 

26 acres of wheat, the produce of which ) 
fold for in ditto, - - J 

1 2 acres barley, thefproduft of which 1 
fold, yielded - - - J 

40 barrels of pork at il. 12s. 

26 ditto of beef at il. 2s. 

16 acres tobacco yielded 12 hogfheads 
33 pounds filk, - - - 

420 pounds of indigo from 4 acres and a half 52 10 
Hides, live flock fold, and fmall articles, 47 18 


93 

j8 

64 o 
28 12 
96 o 
30 o 


d. 

8 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 


£■ 577 ” 8 


This produft from 25 hands is above 
231. each ; but the two following years I 
had not fuch good fuccefs. You fee, by 
this account, that I made 33 pounds of 
filk : this is an article which deferves more 
attention than has been given it, either by 
the inhabitants of this province, or in en- 
couragement from the mother-country : 
the number of hands who made this 33 lb. 
in a feafon was but eleven, which is 3 lb. 
a-head. This appears to be a very confi- 
derable object ; among them were four of 

my 
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my children (who did it by way of amufe- 
ment, and indeed a very rational One it is), 
and three women ; they did not employ 
feven weeks in it, and I need not tell you 
that in this bufinefs it is but a part of the 
day that is employed. Georgia has, pro- 
portioned to its inhabitants, made a greater 
progrefs in feeding filk-worms than any of 
the other colonies, but yet her people do 
not make near the quantities they might; 
fuppofing they made but two pounds a-head, 
and lefs than this I have never made for 
every perfon I have employed in it, this 
would be a vaft acquifition for all the wo- 
men, many of the children, the old men, 
and difabled perfons, with proper afliftance 
from others ; and in Carolina, where the 
people are fo much more numerous, the 
importance of the objedt would in a na- 
tional light be ftill greater. This is fo fa- 
vourite a theme with rae, that were I to 
trouble you with all I could fay on the fub- 
jedt, I Ihould go near to exhauft your pa-, 
tience. 

“ Hemp has been too inconfiderable an 
article with me to come to market, but I 
hope next year to fend two or three tons 
down to Savannah. It may be to your fa- 
tisfa&ion alio to know, that I have made 

font? 
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fome trials of wine, not yet as an export, 
but have ufed feveral fmall calks in my 
own family, which have proved better than 
I expected. Four years ago I planted a- 
bout a quarter of an acre of a dry rocky 
fpot of land, hanging on the fide of a hill, 
to the fouth of which I thought promifed 
well , I ufed fetts of our native grapes, 
having no others j thefe are fo plentiful all 
over the country, that you can fcarce go 
an hundred yards without meeting with 
numbers. This little plantation, which, for 
want of better knowledge than I could gain 
from one or two treatifes on the vineyard 
culture, was not managed near fo well as it 
ought, has turned out much better than I 
expected. I have made wine from the fame 
grapes growing wild, and have the fatif- 
fa&ion to find that the produce of my cul- 
tivated ones is beyond comparifon of a 
finer flavour, which (hews that we have 
much to hope from attending well to our 
native vines j were they managed with the 
Ikill that is exerted in the wine countries 
of Europe, they would perhaps turn oq$ 
among the profitable articles of our huf- 
bandry. One of the neighbouring plant- 
ers, a Frenchman by birth, has written to 
France to a relation, to fend a vigneron, 

well 
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well experienced, with fomc fetts of the 
Burgundy grape : this is to be done at my 
expence, and lhave good expectations from 
the fcheme •, though my neighbour is quite 
of a different opinion, and thinks that 
(farther than our own confumption) if I 
make it fucceed, the culture will not prove 
near fo profitable as indigo : how far this 
will prove true, I am not yet a judge. Ma- 
deira, which is the only wine we import, 
comes very dear to us. If we could make 
a fort fufficiently good to be fubflituted for 


that, it would be a great 

acquifition. I 

fhall give you the account of my 

fale in a 

year fince the former, being nearly what 

my prefent produce is. 


1. s. d. 

50 acres of Indian corn, produce in 
ling money 

fter-j 

187 14 0 

35 acres of wheat produce in ditto 

- 

132 0 0 

20 acres of barley ditto 

- 

35 0 0 

50 barrels of pork, 

- 

82 0 0 

40 ditto of beef, - 


50 0 0 

Hides, ... 

- 

24 10 0 

Live flock fold. 

- 

30 00 

Lumber, - - 

- 

36 0 e 

47 pounds of filk. 

- 

47 0 0 

1 6 acres of tobacco, 1 1 hogfheads, 

- 

88 0 0 

Indigo, - * 

• 

87 10 0 



799 *4 0 
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The number of negroes 25, and 5 white 
labourers, 30 in all ; the total divided gives 
26I. a-head ; and this I believe may gene- 
rally be equalled by thofe who have any 
luck in fixing on tolerable land, without 
poflefling great (kill in choofing the beft. 

“ This, Sir, is a very important part of 
the information you requefl: me to give, as 
it explains to you what is to be expected 
from fettling in this country ; I have little 
doubt of your friend being able to make 
from 20I. to 30I. a-head annual produce, 
fold at market, for all the working hands 
he employs, befides fupplying the planta-* 
tion with all the. provifions qonfumed, both 
by the family. Haves, cattle, poultry, &c. 
this however is nonprofit j for negroes coft 
at prefent from 40I. to 50I. a-head, if 
good ones are bought. Cloathing, phyfic, 
attendance, &c. come to fomething, and 
diftempers will now and then break out a- 
mong them which prove very deftruCtive, 
though in general the increafe will keep up 
the number. Implements, tools, furniture, 
manufactures, &c. &c. are all much dearer 
than in England, except the articles which 
are made of wood. Wine, tea, fugar, and 
fpices, are fome of them dearer, and none 
of them cheaper, than in England. Re- 
2 pairs 
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pairs of buildings is an article of fome ©x- 
pnce. Negroes mud have an overfeer, at 
the annual expence of from 40I. to 60I. 
All thefe and fome other articles are deduc- 
tions from the planter’s profit; nor fhould 
I omit to add, Sir, that the nature of the 
country, as it prevents many of the ex- 
pences which are common in England, fo 
it brings on us others, of which you know 
nothing. Holpitality, to a degree totally 
unknown in Europe, is the virtue of all A- 
merica ; and a man can hardly through in-, 
clination, but efpecially from example, be 
niggardly on any occafions that calljfor it ; 
his great expence will be wine, rum, and a 
few other articles of houfe-keeping ; not- 
that this amounts to any thing very confi- 
derable. 

** In general, our planters are very much 
on the thriving hand, yet few are rich, 
though I have heard of fome large fortunes 
in Carolina ; we have fcarce one in the pro- 
vince whofe circumftances do not improve. 
As to making a fortune, I believe no part 
of the world is better adapted for it, pro- 
vided the planter is {killed jin land, has a 
good degree of knowledge in matters of a- 
griculture, and is very induftrious^and at- 
tentive to his bufinels : you may eafily fup- 

pofe 


Digitized by Google 



American Husbandry. 3! 

pofe that all thefe qualifications are necef- 
fary ; indeed I know of no bufinefs in which 
money is to be made without knowledge 
and induftry : I mud alfo add, that he 
ought to have his capital, efpecially if it is 
not confiderable, free ; for intereft here is 
8, 9, and 10 per cent, and money even on 
fuch terms very difficult to be got; he 
ffiould therefore pofiefs, or raife whatever 
he wants, in England, for no dependance 
is to be had on getting any here. 

“ There are very great advantages in the 
huffiandry which is carried on in this coun- 
try, of a nature not general in others, efpe- 
cially in Europe; the quantity of land to 
be had by any perfon that pleafes, is a cir- 
cumftance no where elfe to be met with on 
the globe, at leaft in countries where. the 
religious and civil liberty of mankind is fe- 
cured ; and among all our colonies* none 
has better land or a more favourable cli- 
mate than the back parts of Georgia. The 
expences of living are low, and particular- 
ly the necefiaries of life fo very plentiful, 
that fubfiftence is no where eafier gained ; 
on the contrary, the articles of merchan- 
dize produced here yield a large price, as 
it is the nature of mankind to rate luxuries 
much higher than necefiaries, and not to 

let 
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Jet the value of one depend on that of the 
other. Thus the planter feeds and fubfifts 
himfelf and family very cheap, while he 
fells his produce very dear : filk, indigo, 
wine, hemp, tobacco, &c. are by no means' 
ncceffaries, but their value is much greater: 
this is a circumftance of great value to the 
planter; how far you enjoy in the fame 
in certain articles produced in England, I 
am not a good judge; luxurious articles 
may be very dear, but the neceflaries which 
fupportthe planters and their workmen are 
dear alfo.” 

Thefe extracts, from pretty long corre- 
fpondence carried on with a view of fet- 
tling a relation in Georgia (which is fince 
done), I am happy in being allowed to in- 
fert: it is true they principally concern 
only one plantation, but they abound with 
many valuable circumftances that concern 
the whole province, and as fuch could not 
but be deemed highly worthy of infertion. 

) 

*fhe following is a Jlate of the exports of 
Georgia, upon an average of three years 
fnce the peace. 

£’ 

1 8000 barrels of rice, at 40s. - * 36,000 

Indigo, 1 7000 lb. at 2s. * - 1,700 

Silk, 25001b. at 203. * * 2,500 

Carried over, 40,200 
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Brought forward, £. 40,200 
t)eer and other tkins, - - 17,000 

Boards, ftaves, & c. - 11,000 

Tortoife-lhell, drugs, cattle, & c. - 6,coo 

£. 74,200 

But fince this account was publifhed the 
articles are molt of them very much in- 
creafed ; the rice is raifed to 23,000 barrels, 
and the price to 3I. 10s. fo that this article 
alone makes more than the whole of the 
above articles j the indigo is proportionally 
increafed, but the filk is declined : the 
Indian trade at Augufta is all'o thriven very 
much of late. 

Before I take my leave of this province 
it will be proper to mention the large trail 
of country lately acquired by the govern- 
ment of the Cherokees, containing by efti- 
mation about feven millions of acres. 
This country lies to the weftward of Au- 
gufla, and is bounded on one fide by the 
Savannah’s branches j from the defeription 
I have heard of it, I apprehend the planta- 
tion deferibed in the above letters very 
nearly refembles it : the foil is as rich as 
any part of America ; every article of fpon- 
taneous vegetation, luxuriant in the higheft 
degree : the climate, like that of the wef- 
tern part of all our fouthern colonies which 
• Vol.II. D bounds 
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bounds upon the Apalachean mountains, as 
defirable as any in the world, both for the 
production of profitable ftaples and healthi- 
nefs. It is further faid to be as well wa- 
tered with ftreams and rivers as can be wilh- 
ed, with three or four of them navigable 
for large canoes. Many are the people 
who have given in petitions for grants of 
land in it, fo that it is expected in Georgia 
the whole traCt, large as it is, will be fet- 
* tied in a few years: the articles of culture 
upon which the planters wiH go are par- 
ticularly indigo, hemp, flax, cotton, to- 
bacco, vines, and filk, not to fpeak of In- 
dian corn, wheat, and other provifions : 
for all thefe, it is faid, no part of America 
can be better adapted. 

It is very much to be wifhed, that fo 
fine a traCt of country may be put to the 
mod: advantageous ule, particularly in re- 
fpeCt of filk, wine, and hemp. Thefe are 
commodities which we want more than 
4ny others from our colonies, but for want 
of a proper foil and climate the nation has 
for fo many years been difappointed in its 
expectations ; but there can be no doubi 
of all thefe articles doing as well in this 
newly-acquired country as in any part of 
the world, provided the right methods are 

taken 
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taken in the culture of them; Planters 
left entirely to themfelves are apt to fall 
into the articles of hulbandry to which 
they have been moft acquainted, and not 
into thofe which will pay them the greateft 
profit, unlefs they have been before acquaint- 
ed with them. But their chufing their crops 
well is a matter of vaft importance to this 
nation, and therefore proper means (hould 
he taken to give them all the light and in- 
ftrudtion that is wanting in any thing which 
it would be advifeable for them to under- 
take. Perfons (killed in feeding filk- 
worms and winding the filk (hould be dis- 
tributed through every diftridt of fuch a 
country; fuch might be got in America, 
and they (hould teach, gratis, every family 
that was willing to learn the bufinefs. The 
fame thing (hould be done with vine- 
dreflers from France, or perhaps better 
from Portugal, Spain, Italy, or Greece ; 
thefe men (hould move from plantation to 
plantation, to (hew the planters the culture 
of vineyards- — to aflift in planting them, 
and alfo in drefling the vineyard : it would 
Dot be very expenfive to procure forty or 
fifty fuch ; and that number would in a 
few years be able to train up many pupils, 
and fpread a tolerable knowledge of the 

D 2 vine- 
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vineyard culture through two or three pro- 
vinces. Hemp is better underftood in A- 
merica, the fame means would not there- 
fore be neceflary. To thefe meafures re- 
wards, both honorary and pecuniary, fhould 
be added, for fuch planters as produced 
given quantities of the beft wine, of filk, 
and of hemp : a couple of thoufand pounds 
a year bellowed upon a province in fuch 
premiums, would be fufficient to introduce, 
in conjundion with the above mentioned 
mealure, any article of culture the govern- 
ment would have them purfue : and no- 
body can doubt but the national intereft 
would be far more advanced by fuch art 
expenditure of public money, than injured 
by the lofs (fuppofwg it fuch) of a few 
thoufand pounds. There is fcarcely any 
thing in domeflic policy but what may be 
effeded, and with profit, by means of pre- 
miums judicioufly offered, and impartially 
given, provided means be at the fame time 
taken to inftrud the people, if the objed: 
required be out of their knowledge. In- 
flead of ading thus, the bounty on filk has 
been fuffercd to expire. 

Bounties and other encouragements of 
this nature have been of long {landing for 
hemp and other articles without effed ; but 
this proves nothing in general. While the 

colon ifts 
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colonifts were confined to the coafts of 
America, by which I mean the flat, poor, 
fandy tradl of country which extends for 
100 or 150 miles from the fea, no encou- 
ragement would ever make any thing of 
hemp, filk, or wine, for the foil and' climate 
were eqyally unfit for all ; but now they 
have fpread themfelves into the back or 
hilly country, where both foil and climate 
are effentially different, the cafe is different 
alfo ; and much lefs encouragement would 
prove of high utility, than before was at- 
tended with no effedt. For this reafon, the 
old inefficacy of fuch meafures ffiould never 
be inftanced as an argument againft them 
at prefent. 

Very many great and beneficial effedfs 
might be made to flow from the fettling 
and planting the internal parts of our ma- 
ritime colonies. Hemp i6 an article which 
cofts this nation feveral hundred thouland 
pounds annually : it is befides a neceffary 
for our royal navy, which ought not to de- 
pend on the good pleafure of any foreign 
nation, whatever friendfhip maybe between 
us at prefent. 

Flax is another import which we take 
from the Baltic, though our colonies would 
raife it as well, and parts of them perhaps 
much better, 

D 3 1 have 


Digitized by Google 



38 American Husbandry. 

I have not feen public accounts of what 
our import of wines of all forts is, but cer- 
tainly it amounts to an immenfe fum j the 
wealth of the nation would be very dif- 
ferent if fuch an import, chiefly from our 
own fworn enemies, was transferred to our 
colonies, and inftead of being paid for with 
cafli, as is the cafe with hemp, to be pur- 
chafed with our manufadtures. 

Silk is another article which we import 
from China, at the expence of more than 
half a million fterling ; yet our filk-mills 
are univerfal in affirming, that what we 
have had from America is equal to the bed: 
we receive elfewhere : furely therefore it 
much behoves the government to promote 
whatever meafures have a tendency to ren- 
der filk an article of confideration in the 
imports from America, inflead offuflfering 
old ones to expire. 

Oil is another import which cods this 
country great films of money : none is or 
pan be produced at home j but the olive 
thrives well in the interior part of Georgia, 
and might be made a valuable article in the 
produdts of that province, efpecially the 
new acquired diftridh 

Madder we buy of the Dutch, to the a- 
mount of more than two hundred thoufand 
pounds a year; thofe indudrious people 

raife 
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raifc it in the province of Zealand, that is, 
in a country far inferior in foil to the back 
parts of Georgia, where are trails of rich 
deep black loam that would produce pro- 
digious crops of it : no article of American 
hufbandry would prove a more profitable 
flaple. 

Wool we take in large quantities of 
Spain, becaufe it is of a kind we cannot 
produce in England : our colonies on the 
continent of North America, foufh of New 
York, produce a wool entirely fimilar to 
the Spanish ; no flaple they could produce 
would therefore be more advantageous to 
Great Britain. It is well known that a piece 
of fine broad cloth cannot be made without 
Spanifh wool ; it is alfo known that the 
Spaniards have of late years made great ef- 
forts to work up their own wool ; if they 
fliould fucceed, or if they fhould by any 
other means prevent the export of it, our 
woollen fabrics, though -they might not 
be flopped, would at leafl be burthened 
with a frefh expence and new trouble ; all 
which would be prevented by encouraging 
the import of wool from America; and at 
the fame time that this good effedt was 
wrought, another would be brought about 
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jn cramping the rpanufadtures of the colo* 
nies ; of which more hereafter. 

Cotton we import from Turkey at thp 
expence of above two hundred thoufand 
pounds a year; this commodity agrees well 
with the foil and clirpate of Georgia, efpe- 
cially thofe of the back parts of the pro- 
vince : I am fenfible that our Weft India 
iflands would produce it, but the land 
which is fo occupied there would produce 
more valuable ftaples ; there we want land, 
but on the continent is more land than we 
know what to do with ; it is here there- 
fore that it (hould be produced. 

Thefe imports might be enlarged to a 
greater number, were it neceffary, but they 
are fufficient to {hew that the nation takes 
from foreign countries, and from enemies, 
commodities to a very great amount, which 
. fhe might have produced in her colonies. 
It is at prefent the opinion of many mer- 
cantile gentlemen, that the balance of all 
our trades, except America and the Eaft 
Indies, is againft us; if fo, it muft unde- 
niably be owing in a great meafure to the 
great confumption of thefe articles, many 
of which are taken from countries that 
take little from us : if our colonies pro- 
duced them, we ftiould, on the contrary, 

pay 
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pay for them with our manufactures, a cir- 
cumftance effentially different from having 
them in any other mode. 

A writer who has taken great pains to be 
well informed, has given the following ac- 
count of fome of thefe imports. 


Hemp and flax, r - - 

Wine and brandy from France alone in 
1663, 100,000 

Suppofe the total - - 

Ireland alone in one article, claret, 
takes 1 50,0001. * 

Silk, - 

Cotton, - 

Madder other accounts make 
|^t us fuppofe oil - 

And for wool - 


£■ 


400,000 


1,000,000 


1,825,000 
* 300,000 
250,000 
50,00® 
50,000 


Total - 3,875,000 


Other imports, which do not concern fo 
immediately our fouthern colonies, as iron, 
timber, See. 6cc. would run this account up 
to a much greater height : but if the total 
did not amount to more than half of it, 
furely the fum is too confiderable to take 
from foreign nations, in articles which we 
plight produce generally as well in our own 
colonies. 

* Political EJJays concerning the prefent State of the Bri- 
tijb Empire, 177 1. 
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CHAP. XXVI. 

EAST FLORIDA. 

Falfe defcriptions of the country — Climate 
• — Soil— Productions— — Obfervations. 

WEST FLORIDA. 

Climate — Soil — Importance of thefe pro- 
vinces relative to fituation and commerce — — 
Obfervations, 

I N fuch a free country as Britain, new 
acquiGtions made at a peace will not be 
well underltood for fome years. The party 
who concludes the treaty will in the nature 
of things extol the terms they have gained, 
and for that purpofe magnify the acquifl- 
tions they have made : on the other hand, 
the party in oppofition will be fure to con- 
demn the treaty, and depreciate the value 
of the territories acquired ; and what is a 
great misfortune in fuch a cafe, is the al- 
moft univerfal influence of parties: few men 
that actually go to the countries in quef- 
tion, but whole judgment or report will be 

warped 
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warped by their connections or political 
opinions. Moft of the people who frequent 
fuch countries are foldiers, failors, gover- 
nors, civil officers, or traders, and if any 
of thefe ffiould publiffi accounts, not much 
ftridt truth is always met with in their de- 
fcriptions j either from being fearful to of- 
fend their fuperiors, or from motives of in- 
tereft. It happened thus with the Flori- 
das. The miniftry, upon the conclufion 
of the peace, fent a phyfician, who had no 
bufinefs to leave in England, to view and 
defcribe Eaft Florida ; though upon his re- 
turn he found his employers out of office, 
and a new adminiftration, yet as his was ah 
official bufinefs, he dedicated his book to 
the minifter of the day : it contained an 
account of that province, which made it 
appear to be one of the fineft countries in 
the world, and proved it a moft valuable 
acquifition. This was juft the report which 
the world might rationally have expected j 
for certainly a man on fuch an errand would 
take care, firft to recommend hitnfelf to 
his patrons, which he could do no ways fo 
effectually as by praifing the acquifitions 
they had made to the (kies : in this work, 
indeed, he did not proceed on thofe prin- 
ciples of integrity which he pught to have 

done. 
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done. An American botanift accompanied 
him in a part of his journey through the 
province, and kept a journal ; this made a 
part of the above-mentioned publication j 
but inftead of being publifhed fairly, it 
was mangled, and the man’s general opi- 
nion oi the country.which was by no means 
favourable to it, fupprefled. Such a con- 
dudf, at one ftroke, was fufficient to con- 
vince the reader that little or no dependance 
could be placed in what was advanced by a 
man who could prove, in fo material an in- 
flance, faithlefs to the public. 

On the other hand, direct contrary ac- 
counts were publifhed by others, who were 
fo far from agreeing to the merit of the 
country fet forth by its friends, that they 
ilrenuoufly infilled it had no ptetenfions to 
any fort of merit : they totally denied all 
value to it, ridiculed the title pf acquifition, 
confidered the country as a heavy burthen, 
and condemned the peace-makers with the 
loudefi: voice, for accepting fuch a recom- 
penfe in exchange for glorious and valuable 
conquefts made in the war. Here there- 
fore were two parties in fuch direct oppofi- 
tion to each other, that a confiderable part 
of what they wrote might fairly be attri- 
buted to political prejudice, and this on 

both 
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both Tides, the confequence of which was, 
that the world could form but a very vague 
guefs of the real truth. 

Such is the ftate of public intelligence 
concerning the Floridas ; all the informa- 
tion to be gained concerning them, is that 
of private people who have refided there : 

I have been as attentive aspoffible in mak- 
ing numerous enquiries, of planters, agents, 
officers, &c. who have been any time in 
thofe countries ; I have compared their ac- 
counts, and from the intelligence I have 
gained, have drawn tip the following de- 
fcription, fupplying fome deficiencies by 
reafoning from analogy of Georgia and Ca- 
rolina, and others from public accounts, of 
a date antecedent to our having any con- 
nedtion with Florida, and confequently free 
from all party prejudice. The account will 
be incomplete, as the fources from which 
it is drawn arefo; but it had much better 
be incomplete than otherwife, if to make it 
fo, bad intelligence, or fuch as was unfa- 
tisfadtory, was taken to render it full. In 
a few particulars (wherein it would anfwer 
little purpofe in him to vary from the 
truth), I follow Dr. Stork. 

Eafl Florida is fituated between lat. 25 
and 32, it extends confequently much to 

the 
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the fouth of any of our other colonies* 
which makes the climate hotter; a confi- 
derable part of it forms a peninfula, which 
projects to the fouth : this circumftance is 
both an advantage and a difadvantage ; in 
the firll: place, it makes the air cooler by a 
regular fea and land breeze, than in the 
maritime part of Georgia ; but on the other 
hand, this benefit is almoft preponderated 
by the increafed quantiiy of rain which 
falls ; it is the mifchief of all thefe fouthern 
coafts of America, that they are de- 
luged with rain, which, ftagnating in the 
fwamps of a flat hot country, poifons the 
air. The rains that fall in Florida are al- 
moft inceflant. This in a hot climate muft 
make it very unhealthy, fince thofe are the 
wholefomeft countries near the troprics, 
where it feldom rains. Peru is perfectly 
healthy, and there it never rains at all. 
Relative to the health and fertility of this 
country, there is one circumftance that is 
decifive ; all the fouthern colonies l have 
elfewhere remarked, confift of a maritime 
and a back country, the latter of which 
reaches to the Apalachean mountains j 
now the fiat fandy coaft, full of fwamps and 
marflies, is alike in them all, being equal- 
ly fteril and unwholefome ; but when this 

flat 
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fiat country is pafled, and you arrive at the 
hilly dry trails, free from fwamps, you 
then find a country perfectly healthy, and 
very fruitful. Florida, Georgia, the Ca- 
rolinas, Virginia, and Maryland, are all 
extremely fimilar in the appearance of their 
coafts ; the flat Tandy trail is the fame in 
them all, except that their fmall degree of 
fertility increafes as you advance northward, 
as regularly as the arrangement of the co- 
lonies. Now this circumflance is abfolutc- 
]y decifive againft Eaft Florida, for unfor- 
tunately, that province confifts of nothing 
clfe but the flat Tandy country j it has no 
back country, for where you fhould meet 
with the rifing drier trail, you come to the 
fwamps and marfhes of Weft Florida ; 
therefore not a hill is to be met with in the 
whole province : it confifts of marfhes after 
marfhes, fwamps after fwamps, pine bar- 
rens upon pine barrens, but no found good 
loam like the hiccory lands in the back 
parts of Georgia, &c. Indeed the general 
fpontaneous produce of the province fhews 
us what the foil is. Good lands in this 
part of America are covered with woods 
of tall red hiccories as high and ftraight as 
elms ; white, chefnut and fcarlet oaks ; 
tulip trees j black walnuts; Ioculls, &q. 

lit 


Digitized by Google 



48 American Husbandry. 

But Angle trees of thefe are rare in Eaft 
Florida, and not a wood of them is to be 
found in the whole province. 

Now thefe two circumftances are fuch as 
can neither be miftaken nor mifunder- 
ltood ; the flat fituation of the country, and 
the fpontaneous produce ; the one may be 
in a fmall degree remedied by the fea and 
land breezes ; and fmall patches of toler- 
able (not good) land may be quoted in an- 
fwer to the other ; but as to the country in 
general, it mud be condemned on compa- 
rifon with very great tradts in our old colo- 
nies. This I muft own appears to me to 
be clearly deducible from the circumftances 
in queftion j party on either fide cannot al- 
ter or deceive one in fuch points, becaufe 
they are certainly matters of fadt, and not 
opinion ; nor could there well be a greater* 
piece of impofition'on the public, than pub- 
lifhing the diredt contrary. 

Relative to the foil, and face of the coun- 
try, it refembles, as I before obferved, the 
maritime parts of the other fouthern colo- 
nies : it confifts chiefly of fwamps and 
marihes, or tradts of fandy white pine 
ground ; the former are covered with the 
fpontaneous growth of the country, live 
oaks, chinkapins, bays, liquid amber, wa- 
ter 
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ter oaks, and ftunted cyprefles. In fertility 
for the produd of rice, there are fome of 
them which it is imagined will anfwer well; 
when the fwamps more to the north are 
fexhaufted or turned to meadow, which, 
however, is not likely ever to be the cafe j 
and therefore the merit of this capability 
is not of much confequence: the fwampS 
we were in pofTeflion of, before the acqui- 
fition of Florida was made, would, if culti- 
Cated, produce more rice than half the 
World confumes. 

The reft of the country i& in general a 
pine barren, with very fmall fpots of better 
land, which the Indians of Florida formerly 
grew their maize on : now the pine barrcri 
is the worft land of America, but to fay 
that it is abfolutely fterile, would be aflert- 
ing an untruth ; for no foil can be fuch in a 
Climate that is very wet and very hot, fince 
thofe two agents will every where make 
the worft of land produce fomething : this 
pine barren will, when cleared, produce 
indigo, Indian corn, and fome other crops ; 
but then it is not the proper foil for any 
one of them, and fuch aS no perfon would 
move to, from the worft of our colonies; 
in order to cultivate them. This feems to 
be the plain fad, when cleared from the 

Vol. II. E atten- 
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attendants which prejudice has given if. 
The country will produce rice and indigo, 
and a lew other unimportant articles ; but 
the culture will not by any means be fo 
advantageous as the lame articles in Ca- 
rolina. 

Several plantations have been formed, 
flocked with negroes, and fet to Work on 
rice, indigo, indian corn, fugar, cotton, 
hemp, and cochineal. Among thefe the 
plantations of Mr. Rolle. .governor Grant, 
the eatl of Egmont, and Mr. Taylor, are 
the principal j none of thefe have been 
able to bring any dubious article of culture 
into profit, fuch as fugar, cotton, cochi- 
neal, hemp, &c. on the contrary, had they 
not depended on rice and indigo, they would 
have loft their whole capital, and with the 
aftiftance of thofe articles, which in Caro- 
lina, are almoft uniformly profitable, they 
have moft of them loft fuch large fums of 
money, as to break up fome of the planta- 
tions, and give no flight languor to them 
all The defcription publifhed of the pro- 
vince induced many to fet about ^planting j 
they expedted returns of fugar, cotton, 
cochineal, and hemp, and made little 
doubt of loon acquiring great fortunes : 1 
all they met with was difappcintmcnt on 

difap- 
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difappointment j this chagrined them, and 
perhaps they were then little inclined to 
do even juftice to their own beginnings. 
But all men who have any ideas of plant- 
ing in America* whether by going thither 
themfelves, or under the.condudt of agents* 
(hould confider well the country which 
they chufe; Had the gentlemen who have 
laid out large futns in planting Florida con- 
sidered what the country probably was* 
from reafoning by analogy with Georgia* 
Carolina* &c. they would prelently have 
perceived that it would have been more 
advantageous to fettle in the back parts of 
our old colonies* than in our new acquifi- 
tions of the Floridas. 

In refpedt to Weft Florida, w f e have a 
little intelligence which can be depended 
on, as it is principally of an older date than 
our acquifition of it. The whole co3ft has 
been well known ever fince the year 1719, 
and the many accounts the French have 
given of it, to be nothing but fuch a fandy 
delart ; “ the land is nothing but a fine 
fand* as white and fhining as fnow 
.This is the account they give of the coun- 
try from the Miffiflippi to Mobile * of 

• »-»■■ . — ■ ■ ■■**■ 

* Du Pratz Hijl. de Louif. 1 . 52. 
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which laft an officer of twenty years expe- 
rience in the country gives his opinion in 
thele words : “ i never could fee for what 
reafon this fort was built, or what could be 
the ufe of it ; although it is 120 leagues 
from New Orleans, it mud be fupplied 
from thence ; the foil is fo bad, being no- 
thing but fand, that it produces nothing 
but pine trees, or a little pulfe, which is 
but indifferent of the kind They only 
fettled there for the fake of a port in Dau- 
phin ifle, and which was choaked up by the 
fhifting of the fands in a gale of wind, and 
leaves the place without any port above the 
depth of nine feet. Their other fettle- 
ments on this coaft, they tell us, ** only 
deferved an oblivion as lading as their du- 
ration was fhort.” They then took Penfa- 
cola from the Spaniards, but found it only 
fit to difmantle and abandon * on which 
they retired to the Miffiffippi, as we mufl 
do if ever we would hold that country. 
The greateft part of Florida was furveyed 
in 1708, by Captain Maim from Carolina, 
who gives this account of it for about an 
hundred miles l'quare round Penfacola. 
** All this country is a pine barren (fandy 


* Du Merit. Menu de la Louij. tom, ii. p. 80. 
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defart), without any water in it that is, 
it has neither earth nor water in it, and 
mult therefore be very unfit for a plantation. 

• All the reft appears to be the fame where 
it is not fwarnpy and marftiy. We may fay 
of the whole, what Father Charlevoix, who 
travelled all over it, fays of the next poft 
at St. Jofeph’s, which lies in the middle of 
the country upon the borders of Eaft and 
Weft Florida, ** it is a wretched country 
(un pays perdu ), and a mere barren fand, 
on a flat and Weak fea-coaft— -the laft place 
on earth where one would expe<ft to meet 
with any mortal, and above all with chrif- 
fians * The following account was 
wrote by an officer from Penfacob, and 
has been confirmed by other eye- witnefies. 
** My expectations with regard to this 
country, and the hopes of every one elfe, 
are funk to the loweft pitch. Inftead of 
the fineft country in the world (as Weft 
Florida was called), we found the moft 
fandy, barren, and defart land, that eyes 
could fee or imagination paint ! not capa- 
ble of producing a fingle vegetable, nor the 
lea ft profpedt of improving it 1 as the foil 
for an hundred miles back is every where 

1 ' 

* Hiji. N. France, vi. p. 263. 
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the fame as the fea-fhore, and confifts not 
of earth but of the whiteft fand you ever 
faw which agrees with the account of 
Capt. Maim above. ** In fummer it is 
too hot to go abroad in the day time j the 
months of July, Auguft, and September, 
are faid to be as hot as at Jamaica. The 
winter is very cold j but as it depends on 
what wind blows, that is very uncertain. 
You have often contrary extremes in the 
fame day ; a fouth wind fcorches, and a 
north wind freezes, which tnud be very 
difagreeable. There is fo much (icknefs 
at Mobile, that almofl all the officers are 
ill, and only fixty men of a regiment able to 
do duty which was afterwards the cafe 
at Penfacola. 

This is the firft part of North America 
that was ever attempted to be fettled, and 
has been better known than any part of the 
continent, although it feems now to be al- 
mofl: unknown and forgotten. It was firft 
undertaken to be fettled by John Ponce in 
J512; Vafquez d’Ayllon in J520, and 
1524; Pamphilo Navarez, who had a grant 
pf it ip 1 528 i Fernando Soto from 1539 
fo 1541 j a company of miffionaries in 
I549; Pedro de Melendez, who had a 
grant of all the fouthern parts of North 

America 
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America in 1562 to 1586; the French un- 
der Kibault and Laudonniere from ! 562 to 
1567; but they all found the country to 
be fo poor and barren* that they abandoned 
it, infomuch that it has never been f tried 
as a colony to this day Soto travelled all 
over the weftern parts of the peninfula, 
from the bay of Spirito Santo, where he 
landed, and tells us from that to the in- 
land parts of Georgia, “ that country 
which is nolefs than 350 leagues in extent, 
is a light and foft fand, full of fwamps, and 
very high and thick bufhes, which is very 
poor and barren j” but where lands bear 
nothing but bufhes or underwoods in A- 
merica, they are good for nothng. Nar- 
vaez again fearched all the eaftern and in* 
land parts for 280 leagues, “ and found it 
to be all a low flat fand, full of fwamps, 
with a fad anddifmal afpeift throughout the 
whole country.” “ Solum omne quod 
ha&enus luflraverant (fecundum ipiorutn 
calculum 280 leucarum) planum erat at* 
que arenofum multis ftagnis nguum — Trjf- 
tem 6c fquallidam regionis faciem renun* 
tiavit 


* Dt Laet. 1 . iv. c. 3. Herrera, dec. iv. 1 . 4. c. 4. 
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From all thefe accounts, and from all 
the authentic documents with which the 
Council of the Indies in Spain could furnifh 
him, which were numerous, the hiftorian 
of America- again informs us, “ Florida is 
a poor country, without any commodity 
hut a few forry pearls, and all who ever 
went to it died in nailery 

The bounds of both the Floridas were 
fettled by proclamation in the autumn of 
1763 : they extend northwards, the eaft 
province to the limits of Georgia, and the 
weft to the 31ft degree of north latitude : 
pow it is to be remarked, that the barren 
noxious country juft defcribed on various 
authorities, extends a very little farther than 
lat. 31, for when you come to Manchac 
on the Mifliflippi the high lands begin, and 
a country in every refpeft the reverfe of 
Weft Florida. Thofe accounts and writ-? 
ings therefore which reprefent this country 
in a favourable light, muft undoubtedly 
have reference only to the traft of high 
country beyond the new limits of the pro- 
vince. I lhall hereafter (hew that that coun- 
try is one of the fineft in the world. 


* Prefent State of Great Britain and North America, 


P- 197- 

* Herreta, dec. iii. 1 . 8 . c. 8 . 
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The defcription here given of the two 
Floridas may be fuppofed to carry a ftrong 
condemnation of that article in the peace 
of Paris, which gave to Spain an objedt of 
vaft value in return for a province, which 
apparently was not worth the expence of 
keeping ; but the fame impartiality which 
was my guide in defcribing the climate and 
foil, obliges me to declare, that this idea 
would not be fo juft as it may at firft fight 
appear : if Florida was accepted with a 
view only for cultivation and colonizing 
upon the fame principles as other colonies, 
I fhould agree that the remark would be 
Undeniably juft, but the matter may rea- 
fonably be put in a quite different light. 
Florida was an acquifition worth making, 
upon the principles of removing a dangerous 
neighbour, and acquiring the poffeflion of 
a coaft equally well fituated for cramping, 
in cafe of war, the commerce of the Spa- 
nifla colonies, or carrying on a clandeftine 
trade with them. When Georgia was fet- 
tled with a view to rendering it a frontier 
againft the enemy, and when general Ogle- 
thorpe executed the expedition againft St. 
Auguftine, had he fucceeded in it, and con- 
quered the whole of the two Floridas, we 
fhould then have had pens in plenty to 

prove 
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prove the importance of the country : con- 
fidered in this light it is of importance ; 
at St. Auguftine the Spaniards were dan- 
gerous enemies, and would have continued 
fo till Georgia became far more populous 
than it is at prefent ; they alio afforded a 
retreat to runaway negroes, which was a 
great inconvenience. The point of carry- 
ing on a clandeftine trade with the Spanifh 
colonies is more important ; this may be 
judged of by the fadi of the imports frotn 
Welt Florida, amounting foon after the 
peace, and notwithftanding Mr. Grenville’s 
prepofterous regulations, to the annual fum 
of 63,0001. in Spanifti dollars, a fum fu- 
perior to what was received from Georgia 
thirty years after fettling at an immenfe ex- 
pence, and is an earned of what may in 
future be expe&ed, if a ipore politic con T 
dudt is purfued. 

That the poffeflion of fo great an extent 
of coaft, bounding a flreight, through which 
the Spanifh galleons have their courfe, may 
prove, in cafe of war, a very valuable ac- 
quisition, cannot be denied ; for by means 
of the ports this coaft yields us, we may 
be able to cruize for the enemies fhips 
with much greater probability of fuccefs, 
fban we ever had before in this part of the 

world. 
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world. Nor {hould it be forgotten that 
the pofleflion of thefe provinces renders our 
dominion in North America complete ; the 
whole territory of that continent, e^ft of the 
Mifliflippi, is now entirely ours j the courfe 
of that river is now open to us to its mouth, 
a matter perhaps of more confequence in 
future than all the other points I have men- 
tioned, and which we could not have had 
fecurely without the joint ceflion of Flo- 
rida, and the eaflern Louitiana ; there is 
a roundnefs now in our continental domi- 
nions which will fave our pofterity, if not 
ourfelves, no flight expences. 

That thefe are circumftances of merit, 
can be denied by none but men who 
are determined to judge and condemn com- 
pendioufly, and without the trouble of 
difcrimination j but fuch general and con- 
cife determinations are fcldom founded in 
that degree of accuracy and truth which a 
candid enquirer will naturally demand. 
How far the country is adequate to the 
feafonable expectations of the kingdom — 
for the great facrifices made for it, is an- 
other equiry, not fit to be made at prefent, 
while the parties who made the peace, and 
fhofe who oppofed it are yet living, and 
their politics yet the fignal for arrange- 
ment 
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fnent in party matters j nor is fuch an en- 
quiry fo nearly connected with the fubjed 
of this work, as the objeds which I have 
principally treated of. What I have laid 
before the reader is fufficient to (hew that 
the rational plan of proceeding with rela- 
tion to thefe provinces, is to fecure the 
coafts by a few ftrong and well fituated for- 
trefles, that the country may be fafe from 
the attacks of enemies, and that there may 
be the proper accommodations for (hip- 
ping, for the views of attack in time of 
war, and trade in time of peace ; as to 
planting, none (hould be encouraged but 
fuch as was fubordinate to the delign of 
fupplying the garrifons and (hipping. By 
no encouragement, however, I do not 
mean reftridions, but avoiding thofe pub- 
lic means of bringing new fettlers, which 
are often put in execution : fuch people 
will be employed to far more national pur- 
pofes in other parts of our colonies, which 
exceed Florida equally in health and ferti- 
lity. As the ftrength of the Spaniards is 
now colleded at New Orleans, and as the 
navigation of the MiflilTippi is much the 
moft important objed we have in this 
part of the world, the government (hould 
be particularly attentive to keeping all the 
- 4 forts, 
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forts, ftations, and fortrefles in that part 
of the province in the belt condition, - 
that in cafe of a rupture with Spain, we 
might there be fecure. When the new 
colony of the Ohio comes to flourifb, 
in thap manner which it certainly will 
in a few years, the infinite importance 
of this objedt will be ftriking to every 
one; nor fliould we forget the noble 
tradt of fertile country we have on the 
banks of the Miffiffippi, which will one 
day or other be among the moft impor- 
tant parts of all America, and which will 
almoft entirely depend on the undiflurb- 
ed enjoyment of the free navigation of that 
river. 
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CHAP. XXVII. 
EASTERN LOUISIANA. 

r % 

Territory eafiivard of the MiJ/iJJippi — Clt* 
mate — — Soil — Great fertility — * Produc- 
tions — Cattle — Face of the country — ' 
Staples produced here by the French — Pro- 
pofed colony — Obfervations. 

I Give the name of Eaftern Louifiana to 
the tra<ft of country on the eaft fide of 
the river Mifiiflippi, from the boundary of 
Weft Florida to the forks of that river, 
formed by its jun&ion with the Ohio. 
This country reaches from lat. 31 and -1 to 
lat. 37 and ^ ; and from eaft to weft 1 ex- 
tend it to the countries of the Chicalaw, 
Cherokee, and Creek Indians, which is a- 
bout the diftance of from 1 50 to 300 miles ? 
this fpace being entirely free from the ha- 
bitations, huntings, and claims of the In- 
dians, having been in the undifturbed pof- 
fefiion of the French till their ceflion of it 
to Great Britain, and fettled and planted at 
various places according to the inclinations 
©f the individuals, who came from France 

of 
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or Canada. The country weft of the river 
is that part of Louifiana which they re- 
tained, and afterwards ceded to the Spa- 
niards. 

This territory was left as hunting ground 
for the Indians in the proclamation, which 
fettled the bounds of our colonies, in x 763, 
an arrangement which has lince been juft- 
ly and feverely condemned ; fince it was in 
this inftance, as well as in that of the O- 
hio, the giving up the beft countries ac- 
quired by the fate war, at the. fame time 
that we planted the worft. But as I con- 
ceive that this territoiy of the Miffiffippi 
will come in a few years to be fettled and 
planted, from the lame cogent reafons 
which have at laft induced the government 
to allow the lettlement of the Ohio, I 
think it will be highly proper to give the 
beft defcription of it that can be procured, 
in thole circumftances which relate to agri- 
culture. I am the rather induced to do 
this, as I have it in my power, from the 
information 1 have received from an inge- 
nious gentleman of South Carolina, and 
likewife from two officers, all of whom ei- 
ther travelled through, or relided in the 
country, to lay before the reader a few cir- 
cumftances not fufficiently known before. 

Their 
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Their intelligence alfo enables me todiflin- 
guifti, in the accounts that have been pub- 
liflied of the country, fads from errors and 
miftakes. 

Relative to the climate of this country 
it refembles that of the back territories of 
Carolina, near the mountains, but is at the 
fame time generally allowed to be better 
and more healthy j particularly in the cir- 
cumftance of not being fo hot in fummer* 
nor fo cold in winter. The whole terri- 
tory enjoys much fuch a temperature as 
the beft parts of Spain : the air is clear* 
dry, and pure, perfedly free from all mifts 
and fogs. This quality is much owing to 
the country being remarkably high and dryj 
in general from one to two hundred feet 
higher than the river in its greateft floods : 
there is not a fwamp or a marfh in the 
whole country ; no ftinking unhealthy ef- 
fluvia to thicken and poifon the air, which 
in fo confiderable a trad of our colonies is 
deftrudion to the health of the inhabitants. 
The heats here are very feldom oppreflive, 
from the drynefs of the air ; and inftead of 
the inceflant and heavy rains which fur- 
prife Europeans in Carolina, Georgia, and 
Florida, it on the contrary feldom rains on 
theMiffiffippi, north of the bounds of Weft 

Florida* 
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Florida, that is, in the high country. 
This circumftance is very valuable, not 
upon account of healthinefs only, but for 
feveral valuable articles of cultivation, par- 
ticularly filk and wine. The reader can- 
not attend too much to the climate of this 
country, becaufe very effential interefts will 
by and by depend on it; whenever 
the proportion to fettle it is made, ob- 
jections may perhaps arife on account 
of climate, and new tales in fupport of 
Lords of Trade, who oppofe plantations j 
but let the world then recollect the ac- 
counts which have been long ago given of 
this province, and which in every circum* 
ftance of climate has been uniformly de- 
fcribed by every perfon that has been there. 
Had the countries which have been of late 
years colonized (particularly Nova Scotia 
and the Floridas) been defcribed in a juft 
and true manner, in all the circumftances 
of climate and foil, errors which have been 
made might not have happened. But 
with relation to the tracts of country on the 
Mifliffippi, all travellers, refidents, writers, 
&c. agree in one general and\ uniform 
voicemail defcribe the plitpate as being per- 
fectly whclefome, free from exceflive and 
cppreflive heats, from fogs, damps, rains, 
, Vol-. II. F and 
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and fuch intenfe colds, as are felt on the 
coaft of Carolina in the fame latitude. In 
ail thefe refpe&s, no country can be more 
truly defirable. 

The foil of this country is not at all in- 
ferior to the climate. Du Pratz, who re- 
dded fixteen years in Louifiana, and eight 
of them at the poll at Natchez, and who 
from his profeffion of a planter muft necef- 
farily be a judge of land, fpeaks of it in 
terms, that leave one nothing to doubt. 
From that part of if to the Ohio, which is 
about 900 miles, the Hope of the lands 
goes off perpendicularly from the Miflif- 
fippi, being on the banks of that river, from 
one to two hundred feet high. All thefe 
high lands are, befides, furmounted in a 
good many places, by little eminences or 
fmall hills, and rifing grounds, running off 
length wife with gentle dopes. It is only 
’Cvhen we go a little way from the Mifltf- 
fippi that we find thefe high-lands are over- 
topped by little mountains, which appear 
to be all of earth though fteep, without 
the leaf! gravel or pebblc ; being perceived 
on them. The foil, continues lie, on 
thefe high lands is very good. It is a black 
light mould, about three feet deep, on the 
hills or fifing -grounds : this upper earth 
t.;.; • '1 .i: ... ^ lies 
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lies upon a reddifti clay, very ftrong and 
ftiff; the lowed places between thefe hills 
are of the fame nature, but there the black 
earth is between five and fix feet deep. 
The grafs growing in the hollows is of the 
height of a maii, and very ilender and fine ; 
Whereas the grafs of the lame meadow on 
the high lands fifes fcarce knee deep, as it 
does oil the bighefl eminences. All thefe 
lands are either meadows Or foFelts of tall 
trees* with grafs up to the knee f the tim» 
ber is oak, hicOory, mulberry, &c. Even 
reeds and canes grow on the hill fides, tho’ 
they ate found in our maritime colonies 
only in the richeft fwamps. 

All the accounts we have bad, both pub- 
lic and private, agree in thefe eircum- ' 
fiances, and nothing can be more decifive 
of the excellency of the lands in this coun- 
try. In the fcruthern parts of this conti- 
nent grafs is very fcarce every where but oh 
the richeft lands $ infomuch that it is no 
Onfatisfatftory proof of the foil being good 
to find a plenty of any grafs* much more 
fuch a luxuriant produce of it as is met 
with even on the hills of this country. 
The trees are no lefs indications of what 

t 

the nature <^f the land is, being fuch as are 
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only found on good foils, and of a fize and 
ftraitnefs met with alone on the veryricheft. 

Charlevoix, who from the vaft extent of 
his travels was no ftranger to thefe appear- 
ances of various kinds which denote good 
land, and in general a fine country, has fe- 
veral particulars which it is proper to tran- 
fcribe : fpeaking of his entrance into this 
country from the north, he fays, “ There 
is not, in my opinion, a place in all Lou- 
'ifiana more proper fora fettlement than the 
fork at the junction of the Miffiffippi and 
the Ohio, nor where it is of greater im- 
portance to have one ; the whole country 
watered by the Ouabache and Ohio, which 
runs into it, is extremely fertile, confifting 
of vaft meadows.” A later writer, of our 
own country, makes the fame remark : 
“ the moft important place in this country, 
and perhaps in all North America, is at the 
forks of the Miffiffippi, where the Ohio 
falls into that river, which, like another 
ocean, is the general receptacle of all the 
rivers that water the interior parts of that 
vaft continent. Here thofe large and na- 
vigable rivers, the Ohio, the Cherokee ri- 
ver, IUionois, Miflouri, and Miffiffippi, 
befidesmaoy others which fpread over that 
' - . whole 
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whole continent, from the Apalachean 
mountains to the mountains of New Mexi- 
co, upwards of a thouland miles both 
north, fouth, eall, and weft, all meet to- 
gether at this fpot; and that in the beft 
climate and one of the molt fruitful coun- 
tries of any in all that part of the world j 
in the latitude 37°,the latitude of the capes 
of Virginia, and of Saute Fe, the capital of 
New Mexico. By that means there is a 
convenient navigation to this place from 
our prefent fettlements to New Mexico, 
and from all the inland parts of North A- 
merica, farther than.we are acquainted with 
it j and all the natives of that continent 
have by that means a free and ready accefs 
to this place. In Ihort, this place is in 
the center of that vail continent, and of all 
the nations in it, and feems to be intended 
by nature to command them both ; for 
which reafon it ought no longer to be neg- 
lected by Britain, 

“ Upon the neighbourhood of the Chi- 
faw river, Charlevoix remarks, that the 
country is delightful ; the meadows pre- 
ferve their verdure in the winter, and a 
confiderable number of well-wooded illands 
in the Miffillippi, fome of which are pretty 
large, fjim very beautiful canals, through 
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jwhich the larged {hips may fafely pafs ; it 
being affirmed that there is fixty fathom 
Water ip the Mifiiflippi above 150 leagues 
from the fea. As to the foreds, which al- 
mod entirely cover this immenfe country, 
there is nothing perhaps in nature compar- 
able to them, whether we confider the fize 
and height of the trees, or their variety and 
the advantages which may b$ drawn from 
them ; for excepting dying woods, which 
require a warmer foil, and are only to be 
met with between the tropics, there is 
hardly any fort of trees which can be men r 
tioned that are not to befpund here. There 
are foreds t>f cyprefs eight or 'ten leagues ip 
extent, all the trees of which are of a thick- 
liefs proportioned to their height, furpafling 
every thing we have of that kind in France. 
That fort of ever-green laurel, which we 
have called the tulip-tree on account of the 
fhape of its dower, is now beginning to be 
known in Europe. This grows to a greater 
height than the chefnut-tree of India, and 
its leaf is much more beautiful. The can- 
ton of Natchez is the fined, mod fertile, 
and bed peopled of all Louifiana ; it lies at 
the didance of about forty leagues from the 
Yazows, upon the fame fide of the river. 
Several little hills appear above th fort, 

which 
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which is called Rofalie, and when thefe 
are once pafled, we fee on all fides very 
large meadows, feparated from one another ' 
by fmall thickets of wood, which produce 
a very fine effedl. The trees moll: com- 
mon in thefe woods are the oak, and thofe 
which produce nuts : the foil is every 
where excellent. The late Monf. d’Iber- 
ville, who firft entered the Miffiflippi by 
its mouth, having penetrated fo far up as 
the Natchez, found the country fo delight- 
ful and fo advantageoufiy fituated, that he 
concluded the metropolis of the new co- 
lony could no where be better placed. If 
ever Louifiana becomes a flourilhing cor 
lony, as it may very well happen, it is my 
opinion there cannot be a better fituation 
for a capital than this. It is not liable to 
be overflowed by the river, has a very pure 
air, and a great extent of country ; the foil 
is well watered, and capable of producing 
every thing. Nor is it at too great a dis- 
tance from the fea, and there is nothing 
to prevent fliipping from going up to it. 
Laftly, it is at a convenient diftance from 
all thofe places where there can be anyde* 
fign of making fettlements.” 

Ths reader will remark, that thefe fe» 
yeral accounts are perfe&ly confident ; i{ 
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is evident from them that all this country, 
to the eaft of the Mifliflippi, is one of the 
fined in the world in refpedt of climate and 
foil j the air is pleafant and healthy, the 
heats are never oppreflive, nor the frofts in- 
jurious; the atmofphere is clear and dry, 
and free from the impurities with which it 
is loaded in countries abounding with 
marfhes and fwamps : the circumdance of 
the face of the country being high, and 
either hilly or Hoping offin gradual afeents, 
and the foil at the fame time deep and rich, 
is uncommon and particularly valuable j 
% for great fertility in fuch healthy regions is 
by no means generally found. The fpon- 
taneous productions are alfo fuch as give 
the mod perfeCt fatisfaCtion, whether taken 
as mere indications of what the foil is, or 
for their native value. Some of them have 
been mentioned, but others are equally de- 
fending attention. 

Among thefe I fhall fird mention the 
vine, which, fays Du Pratz, is fo common 
jn Louifiana, that whatever way you walk 
from the fea-coad for 500 leagues north- 
wards, you cannot proceed an hundred deps 
Without meeting with one ; but unlefs the 
yine-lhoots fliould happen to grow in an 
pxpolcd place, it cannot be expected that 
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their fruit (hould ever come to' perfedt ma- 
turity. The trees to which they twine are 
ib high, and fo thick of leaves, and the 
intervals of underwood are fo filled with 
reeds, that the fun cannot warm the earth 
or ripen the fruit of this (hrub. On the 
edge of the favannahs or meadows we 
meet with a grape, the (hoots of which re-* 
femble thofe of the Burgundy grape : they 
make from this a tolerable good wine, if 
they take care to expofe it to the fun in 
fummer, and to the cold in winter. I have 
made this experiment myfelf, and muft 
fay, that I could never turn it into vinegar. 
There is another kind of grape which I 
make no difficulty of claffing with the 
grapes of Corinth, commonly called cur- 
rants. If it were planted ^nd cultivated in 
an open field, .1 make not the lead doubt 
but it would equal that grape. Mufcadine 
grapes, of an amber colour, of a very good 
kind and very fweet, have been found upon 
declivities of a good expofure, even fo far 
north as the latitude of 3 1 degrees. There 
is the greateft probability that they might 
make excellent wine of thefe, as it cannot 
be doubted but the grapes might be brought 
to great perfection in this country, fince 
in the moift foil of New Orleans the cut- 
tings 
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lings of the grape, which fome of the in- 
habitants of that city brought from France, 
have fucceeded extremely well, and afford- 
ed good wine. 

Mulberries are found in vaft plenty in 
moft parts of the country. They have great 
numbers and a variety of kinds of walnuts 
and hiccories, and large chefnut-trecs, 
which however do not grow in plenty 
within 100 leagues of the fea. Of the 
common foreft timber, the red cedar is the 
moft valuable ; it is found in great plenty. 
Next to it ranks the cyprefs: it is reckoned 
incorruptible ; one was found twenty feet 
deep in the earth, near New Orleans, un- 
corrupted. Now the lands of Lower Lou- 
ifiana have been found to be augmented 
two leagues every century ; this tree there- 
fore mud have been buried at leaft twelve 
centuries. Boats called pettiaugres are 
made of fmgle trunks of this tree, that will 
carry three or four thoufand weight, and 
fometimes more. Of one of thefe trees a 
carpenter made two, one of which carried 
lixteen ton, and tjie other fourteen. The 
pines are only found on the Tandy trads on 
the fca-coaft. The faflafras is here a large 
and tall tree. The myrtle wax tree is 
found in plenty, and its wax was always 

one 
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pne of the principal articles in the exports 
from New Orleans. The locuft ( acacia ) 
is found on all the higher lands, and is a 
ftrong fign of a good foil. The mangrove 
is found in fome parts of the country. A *■ 
mong their oaks they have the ever-green 
one and the red ; it is well known that the 
beft (hips built in America are thofe which 
have their timbers of ever-green oak, and 
their plank of cedar j and it is afferted that 
the red oak of Louisiana is as good as the 
ever-green one. The afh, elni, beech, 
lime, hornbeam, afp willow, alder, &c. 
are the fame as in Europe. Sarfaparilla 
grows naturally in Louisiana, and it is not 
inferior in its qualities to that of Mexico. 
Hops grow naturally in the gullies in the 
high lands. The canes or reeds grow to 
vafl height ; one kind comes in moift 
places to eighteen feet, and the thicknefs 
of the wrift. The natives make mats, 
fieves, fmall boxes, and other works of it. 
Thofe that grow in dry places, are neither 
fo high nor fo thick, but are fo hard, that, 
before the arrival of the French, the na- 
tives ufed fplits of thefe canes to cut their 
victuals with. After a certain number of 
years the large canes bear a great abundance 
of grain, tyhich is fomewhat like oats, but 

about 
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about three times as large. The natives 
carefully gather thofe grains, and make 
bread or gruel of them. , This flour fwells 
as much as that of wheat. When the reeds 
have yielded the grain theydie,and none ap- 
pear for a long time after in the fame place, 
efpecially if fire has been fet to the old 
ones. Hemp grows naturally in this coun- 
try j the. Italics are as thick as one’s finger, 
and about fix feet long : they are quite like 
ours, both in the wood, the leaf, and the 
rind. The flax which was fown in this 
country rofe three feet high. — The reader 
cannot well have greater fatisfadtion rela- 
tive to the high importance of this country, 
than the preceding recapitulation of part 
of its natural produce. The productions 
of agriculture will not be found to fpeak 
lefs effectually to the fame purpofe. 

Majze was not only cultivated by the 
Indians in finall quantities for their fubfif- 
tence during a part of the year, but alfo 
by the French as an article of confiderable 
exportation to the fugar iflands : it was 
here found to thrive better on a black and 
light earth than on a ftrong one. Such as 
began plantations of it in the woods, thick 
fet with cane, found an advantage in the 
piaize which made amends for the labour 
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of clearing the ground ; a labour always 
more fatiguing than cultivating a fpot al- 
ready cleared. The advantage was this ; 
they began with cutting down the canes 
for a great extent of ground; the trees 
they peeled two feet high quite round. 
This operation they performed the begin- 
ning of March, as then the fap is in motion 
in that country : about fifteen days after the 
canes being dry, were fet on fire, and burnt, 
burning or at leaft killing the trees with 
them. The following day they fowed the 
maize, in fquares four feet afunder; the. 
roots of the canes which are not quite 
dead (hoot out frefh canes, which are very 
tender and brittle, and as no other weeds 
grow in the field that year, it is eafy to be 
weeded of thefe canes, and as much corn 
again ufed to be made in this manner as in 
a field already cultivated. 

Wheat, rye, barley, oats, peafe, and 
beans of many forts thrive no where in the 
world better than on the high lands in this 
country, in every fpot where the French 
planted them, and yielded a produce much 
greater without manure than can be gained 
in common lands in Europe with great 
manuring ; the temperature of the climate 
fuits wheat extraprdinarily, and nq foil can 

be 
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be better adapted to it. But in L«wer Loif- 
ifiana upon the coaft, which is the fame' 
country as Weft Florida, the French found 
that it would not thrive at all. 

Indigo was commonly cultivated in this 
country, than which none more favourable* 
either in climate or foil, is any where to 
be found i the high lands produce it na- 
turally. In the iflands from the heat of 
climate they cut it four times $ three good 
cuttings are had in Louifiana, of as good 
a quality at leaft, and producing as much 
as their four. In the particulars before 
given, concerning indigo in Carolina, I 
fhewed that this plant required a rich, deep, 
black, dry loam, which is fcarcely any 
where to be found in fuch perfedtion and 
plenty as in the country on the eaft of the 
Mifliffippi. No where in all North A- 
merica will this ftaple be cultivated with 
fo much fuccefs as here : the lands on the 
Ohio are as rich in many parts, but the cli- 
mate is not fo warm, being hardly warm 
enough for cultivating this plant with great 
fuccefs. Indigo is highly profitable both 
to the planter and the nation ; it will! 
therefore be found, whenever this noble 
country is colonized, that it muft be one 
of the chief ftaples of it, and the crops- 

which 
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which will be here raifed will certainly in- 
duce tj}e people on the barren unhealthy 
coafts of our old colonies to quit them, and 
fettle here, where their profit will prove 
very different, and they will thereby ad- 
vance the interefts of Britain as much as of 
themfelves. 

Hemp, I before obferved, grows wild 
in Louifiana; but upon the eaftern banks 
of the river, for a long way, there are very 
few trads of low, rnarfhy, ftrong land, fuch 
as hemp delights in, the lands being in ge- 
neral high and dry ; that quantities might 
be made on the deep black mould, I doubt 
not, and perhaps if it was tried, it would 
not be found to require fo much moifture ; 
but, as upon the Ohio, hemp is alfo found 
fpontaneous ; and as the country is more 
various, having fome trads of low moifl 
land on a ftrong clay,- which would do ad- 
mirably for this piant, and in which is 
found great natural crops ; for this reafon 
hemp might be confidered as a ftaple foe 
the Ohio, and the rich dry lands of the 
Mifliffippi applied to thofe crops which 
•will only thrive in fuch. 

Tobacco is another plaht indigenous in 
this part of America; the French cblonifts 
^cultivated it with fuch fuccefs that had 

they 
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they received any encouragement from their 
government they might foon have rivalled 
Virginia and Maryland ; but inftead of this 
they were taxed heavily for cultivating it, 
by duties laid on the trade j what they pro- 
duced was of fo excellent a quality, as to 
fell fome at five (hillings a pound. This 
was raifed in the country about Fort Ro- 
falie, and to Yafouz. And there is one ad- 
vantage in this culture here which ought 
not to be forgotten : in Louifiana the 
French planters, after the tobacco was 
cut, weeded and cleaned the ground on 
which it grew, the roots pufh forth frefb 
fhoots, which are managed in the fame 
manner as the firfl crop. By this means 
a fecond crop is made on the fame ground, 
and fometimes a third. Thefe feconds in- 
deed, as they are called, do not ufually 
grow fo high as the firfl plant, but not- 
withflanding they make very good tobacco. 
Whereas in Virginia and Maryland the 
planters are prohibited by law from culti- 
vating thefe feconds ; the fummers are there 
too fhort to bring them to maturity, but 
in Louifiana the fummers are two or thre^ 
months longer, by which means two or 
three crops of tobacco may be made in a 
year, as eafily as one in Virginia, And a 

very 
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Very experienced perfon in the tobacco 
trade allures us, that the frelli lands oh 
the Mifiiflippi will produce thrice or four 
times as much per working hand as our 
old plantations in Virginia and Maryland. 
This is perfectly confident with the bed 
accounts we have received From thence* 
which agree in defcribing the foil as Very 
rich and very deep* of a black colour* 
and light and dry j fuch a foil is of a bound- 
lefs fertility from its depth { where there 
is only a thin dratum, though the rich- 
hefs may be great for a time, yet fucy 
teflive crops of exhaufting plants will 
wear it out in no great number of years i 
but when the foil is, like that on the coun- 
try on the ead of the Mifiiflippi, the fame 
for three, four, or five feet deep* the 
planter has nothing to fear. Every cir- 
cumdance that is neceflary to fuccefs in 
tobacco planting is found in this territory; 
Fird, the right foil is the greated plenty. 
Second, very extenfive trads of fertile 
meadow, covered with the mod luxuriant 
grafs, for the maintenance of immcnfe 
herds of cattle. Third* a navigation clofe 
to the tobacco lands, which admits (hips 
of five hundred tons. Fourth, a climate 
much better for this culture than that of 
Vol. II. G our 
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our tobacco colonies. If all thefe circum-* 
fiances are duly conGdered, it will be 
found, that whenever the tobacco trade 
declines, or threatens a decline, the wife 
condudt will be to plant it in a country fo 
highly favourable to the buGnefs. 

Silk may be produced in this country in 
any quantities that the population will al- 
low of ; for the mulberry is found in great 
plenty all over the high lands. The leaves 
of the natural mulberry-trees of LouiGana 
are what the Glk-vvorms are very fond of j 
I mean the more common mulberries with 
a large leaf, but tender, and the fruit of 
the colour of Burgundy wine. The pro- 
vince produces alfo the white mulberry, 
which has the fame quality with the red. 
Du Pratz has a very juft obfervation on 
making Glk in this country. The cul- 
ture, fays he, of indigo, tobacco, cotton, 
&c. may be carried on without any inter- 
ruption to the making of Glk, as any one 
of thefe is no manner of hindrance to the 
other. In the Grft place, the work about 
thefe three plants does not come on till 
after the worms have fpun their Glk : in 
the fecund place, the feeding and cleaning 
the Glk-worm requires no great degree of 
ftrength ; and thus the care employed 
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about them, interrupts no other fort of 
Work either as to time or as to the perfons 
employed therein. It fuffices to have for 
this operation a perfon who knows how to 
feed and clean the worms ; young negroes 
of both fexes might affift this perfon, lit- 
tle (kill fufficing for this purpofe ; the 
oldeft of the young negroes, when taught* 
might fliift the worms and lay the leaves; 
the other young negroes gather and fetch 
them j and all this labour, which takes 
not up the whole day* lads only for about 
fix weeks. It appears therefore that the 
profit made of the filk is an additional be- 
nefit, fo much the more profitable as it di- 
verts not the workmen from their ordinary 
talks. If it be objected* that buildings are 
requifite to make filk to advantage; I an- 
fwer, buildings for the purpofe coft very 
little in a country where wood may be had 
for taking ; I add further, that thefe build- 
ings may be made and daubed with mud by 
any perfons about the family, and befides 
may ferve for hanging tobacco in, two 
months after the filk-worms are gone.” 

There is another circumftance in which 
the high lands of this country are peculi- 
arly adapted to the culture of filk, which , 
is the drynels of the climate. Upon the 
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maritime parts of our old colonies, thfc 
continual rains are very detrimental to this 
tender worm, which requires a fine healthy 
climate, as much as a man of a tender con- 
ftitution : in l'uch the filk is always made 
in larger quantities, and of a far better qua- 
lity. This is a point which has not been, 
fufficiently attended to, but whenever we 
come to plant this country, the great ad- 
vantage of it will be found in making 
filk. 

Cotton is another article which the F rench 
cultivated with fuccefs in Louifiana, but 
which like others never came to be a na- 
tional objeft for want of more people, and 
perhaps for want of encouragement, ow- 
ing to their fear of rivalling their fugar 
iflands, which alfo produce it in large 
quantities. The cotton they cultivated 
here is a fpeciesof the white Siam. This 
Baft India and annual cotton has been found 
to be much better and whiter than what 
is cultivated in our colonies, which is of 
the Turkey kind ; both of them keep their 
colour better in wafhing, and are whiter 
than the perennial cotton that comes from 
the iilands, although this laft is of a - longer 
ftaple. It is not lb long nor fo foft as the 
filk -cotton. It is produced, not from a 

tree 
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tree as in the Eaft Indies, but from a plant* 
and thrives much better in light than in 
flrong and fat land ; in the lower lands of 
Louifiana it never was fo fine as on the 
higher ones. It may be planted on lands 
newly cleared, and not yet proper for to- 
bacco, much lefs for indigo, which re- 
quires a ground well worked like a garden. 
The feeds are planted three feet afunder, 
more or lefs, according to the quality of 
the foil j the field is weeded at the proper 
feafon, in order to clear it of the noxious 
weeds, and frelh earth laid to the roots of 
the plant to fecure it againft the winds. 
The cotton requires weeding neither fo 
often nor fo carefully as other plants ; 
and the care of gathering is the employ- 
ment of young people, incapable of harder 
labour : when the pods burft it is gather- 
ed, and the molt laborious part of the 
work is to feparate the cotton from the 
feeds, though it is much leflened fince the 
ufe of mills was introduced. The high* 
light, and dry foil in the territory on the 
eaft fide of the Mifiiffippi is all admirably 
adapted to this produdtion ; and in point 
of preparation it is not only the frefh that 
may for the firff year be planted with it $ 
after the luxuriance of the foil is abated by 
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tobacco and indigo, it will do exceedingly 
well for cotton. This article is not men- 
tioned in this or any other cafe as a proper 
flaple for the foie employment of any co-: 
lony, but joined with others of greater va- 
lue, it is a good addition to the bell fettle- 
ments in America; for I have often ‘ re- 
marked, what fhould not be forgotten, 
that no colony fhould Hick to any one flaple 
fo much as to negledt others ; the incon- 
veniences of fuch a conduct are to this 
day, and have been long felt in our to- 
bacco colonies, where, for want of other 
ftaples, fuch as filk and wine, they have 
gone too much into common hufbandry, 
which produces nothing wanted in Britain. 

The olive tree is common in Louifiana, 
and very beautiful. The Proven9als who 
were fettled here, affirmed that its olives 
yielded as good an oil as thofe of their own 
country. The crop is always very abun- 
dant. This is an article which would 
prove of great advantage to Britain, and 
of profit to the planters ; and no produce 
would be a flaple more proper for a co- 
lony. In Carolina, on the coall, the frolls 
fometimes kill large olive trees, but fuch 
extremes of weather are never met with in 
the high dry territories of this country. 

Thefc 
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Thefe are the principal flaples which 
/hould be attended to when this country is 
planted ; wine, filk, indigo, tobacco, and 
cotton ; they are valuable commodities, 
come truly within the definition of a co- 
lony Jiaple ; commodities which this na- 
tion either confumes he riel f, or could com- 
mand a ready market for j and which are 
of fuch value as to enable the planters to 
purchafe negroes in great numbers, fo as 
' to enter largely and effectually into their 
culture. I before (hewed that the climate, 
in refpeft of health and pleafantnefs, pof- 
fefled every advantage that could promote 
the intercfts of every branch of agricul- 
ture, an objeCt which is K of great impor- 
tance, and in which the Britifh colonies 
upon the coaft, through all that part which 
is flat and fandy, are greatly deficient. In 
other refpeCts, [the advantages attending 
this country are equally valuable. 

Among thefe the plenty of wild cattle 
is not the lead, fince they not only indi- 
cate the fertility of the land, but will af- 
ford, for many generations, immenle fup- 
plies of meat and hides : the principal 
kinds are deer and buffaloes. All Louili- 
ana contains prodigious traCls, almoft 
bopndlefs they might be called, of rich 
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meadows, covered with a luxuriant growth 
of very fine grafs, trades that have fcarce 
any interruptions of foreft, hills, or vallies, 
extend from five to ten an(l twenty leagues : 
fuch immenfe paftures of the richeft land, 
in a warm and fine climate, where the 
winters yield a plenty of food as well as 
the fummers, could fcarcely be free from 
herds of cattle ; and accordingly they are 
found in fuch prodigious numbers, as to 
aftonifh all travellers that go through the 
country. 

This bcaft is about the fize of one of our 
largeft oxen, but he appears rather bigger on 
account of his long curled|wool, which makes 
him appear to the eye much larger than 
he really is. This wool is very fine and 
very thick. A pretty large bunch rifes on 
his fhoulders, in the place where they join 
to the neck. He is the chief food of the 
natives, and was the fame with the French 
from the beginning of the colony. The 
quantity of tallow they yield is very great, 
and their (kins are an objedt of no fmall 
confideration. The natives drefs them 
with their wool on, as Du Pratz informs 
us, to fuch great perfection, as to render 
them more pliable than our buff. 

* . The 
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The plenty of depr in all parts of this 
country is very great, notwithftanding the 
numbers that are conftantjy killed ; they 
are much the fame as the deer of Europe : 
their Ikins form one of the moil valuable 
articles of commerce in all the fouthern 
colonies of America, and in this country 
the plenty is yet greater from the immenfe 
fpace of uncultivated land which they have 
to fpread over. Nor is it only in thefe two 
articles, which are native to the country, 
that a great plenty is found ; for all the 
the animals which have been brought from 
France and the Englilh colonies have mul- 
tiplied exceedingly ; horfes, cows, hogs, 
|heep, &c. are, I apprehend, cheaper than 
in any of our colonies ; this is not to be 
wondered at, for in no part of America 
are there found fuch plenty of natural mea- 
dows. The fruits of this country are in 
the fame plenty as Carolina, but of a finer 
relifli from the drynefs of the climate $ 
they have befides grapes, plums, papaws, 
peaches, oranges, citrons, figs, apples, 
&c. The French colonifts planted the 
peach ftones about the end of February, 
and fuffer the trees to grow expofed to all 
weathers. In the third year they will ga- 
ther from one tree at leaft two hundretj 
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peaches, and double that number for fix 
or feven years more when the tree dies. 
As new ones are fo eafily produced, the 
lofs of the old ones is not in the leafl re- 
gretted. 

Upon the whole, there is the greateft 
reafon to conclude, that the territory on 
the eaft of the Milfiflippi, which is at pre- 
fent in our poflefiion, is one of the moft 
valuable countries in all America, and one 
which will pay admirably for colonizing, 
whenever the meafure is thought proper 
by government to be embraced. It ap- 
pears on refpe&able authority, not only of 
able writers, but gentlemen now living 
who have travelled through it, that the 
climate is as fine as any in the world, e- 
qually favourable to the produdtion of 
many valuable ftaples, and to the health 
and pleafure of life. That the foil is as 
fertile as any in the world, though high 
and dry, circumftances almoft invaluable. 
That the country abounds in an immenfe 
plenty of food for cattle, and is fpread 
with vaft herds of buffaloes and deer. 
That fruits, of various kinds, are fuperior 
in plenty and flavour to thofe of any other 
part of the continent. That indigo, to- 
bacco, hemp, flax, vines, filk, olives, and 
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other valuable daples, may be cultivated 
here with much greater fuccefs than in 
mod of the other parts of America. To 
this if we -add the navigation of the Mif- 
fiflippi, and the rivers which fall into it, 
we (hall find the territory to be deficient 
in no one circumftance that can contribute 
to render it a flourifliing and wealthy 
colony. 

As fuch, I think there can be no objec- 
tions rationally made to fettling it. The 
eftablifliment of a new colony on the Ohio 
might be thought at firfi; fight to fuperfede 
it, but if better confidered it will not be 
found fo. There is one circumftance in 
which this territory is much fuperior to 
the Ohio, which is that of navigation : the 
latter has a land carriage acrofs the moun- 
tains of forty miles, which will lay a heavy 
burthen on thofe commodities that are 
not very valuable, fo as to make it necef- 
fary, perhaps, to fend them down the Mif- 
fifiippi, in which cafe the fame commo- 
dities may be fent to market from this 
country upon cheaper terms. Nor (hould 
we forget to add, that the greater degrea 
of heat on theMiffifiippi would prove more 
favourable to feveral of the ftaples than the 
Climate of the Ohio, which is not fp hpt — - 

and 
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and we may in general conclude, that the 
value of the ftaples of all colonies that are 
healthy, will be found to increafe in pro- 
portion to their proximity to the line. 
This comparifon of the two climates' con- 
cerns only certain articles, for inflance, in- 
digo, cotton, and olives, which require for 
a perfed culture a hotter climate than the 
Ohio, though indigo may be produced 
there with profit. But in the cafe of to- 
bacco, hemp, flax, filk, wine, 6cc. the 
Ohio is fully equal ; and in all the produc- 
tions of common hufbandry, except In- 
dian corn, perhaps fuperior. But in an- 
other cafe there is found a flrong propriety. 
At leaf!, in fettling the Mifliflippi, which 
js the forming a chain of fettlements along 
the banks of that river to the jundion with 
the Ohio colony, in order for {lengthen- 
ing the country on one fide againfl the Spa- 
niards, and on the other againfl the In- 
dians. The Creeks, Chadaws, Chero- 
kees, and Chicafaws, would then be en- 
tirely furrounded, and we fhould never 
more have any thing to dread from their 
refentments: the fcheme long ago pro- 
pofed by feveral gentlemen of America, well 
verfed in Indian affairs, to flop all fupplies 
of gunpowder for them in cafe of a war, 

would 
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would then be practicable j and without 
doing them any injury, we Ihould lay the 
foundation for a perfeCt fecurity. 

In cafe of fuch a fettlement being made* 
the whole valuable part of that continent, 
the fouthern divifion of it, would then 
be in the defirable (late of improvement : 
the population, from being fo fpread round 
a great extent of frontier, would increafe 
without giving the lead caufe of jealoufy to 
Britain, land would not only be plentiful, 
but plentiful where our people wanted it * 
whereas at prefent, the population of our 
colonies, efpecially the central ones, is 
confined ; they have fpread over all the 
fpace between the fea and the mountains, 
the confequence of which is, that land is 
become fcarce, that which is good having, 
been all planted or patented, the people 
thereforp find themfelves too numerous for 
their agriculture, which is the fird ftep to 
be manufactures, that dep which Britain 
has fo much reafon to dread. Nothing 
therefore can be more political, than to 
provide a fuperabundance of colonies to 
take off all thofe people that find a want 
of land in our old fettlements j and it may 
not be one or two traCts of country that 
will anfwer this purpofe , provifion fhould; 
t , be 
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be made for the convenience of fome, th£ 
inclinations of others, and every meafure 
taken to inform the people of the colonies 
that were growing too populous, that land 
was plentiful in other places, and granted 
on the eafiefl terms ; and if fuch induce- 
1 ments were not found fufficient for thin- 
ning the country confiderably, government 
fhould by all means be at a part of the ex- 
pence of tranfporting them. Notice fhould 
be given that (loops fhould always be ready 
at Fort Pit, or as much higher on the 
Ohio as it is navigable, for carrying all fa* 
milies, without expence, to whatever fet- 
tlements they chufe on the Ohio or the 
Miffiffippi. Such meafures, or fimilar 
ones, would carry off that furplus of popu- 
lation in the central and northern colonies, 
which has been, and will every day bemord 
and more the foundation of their manufac- 
tures. They never could eftablifh fuch fa- 
brics, while the plenty of good land in a 
good climate was fo great as to afford every 
man an opportunity of fettling ; for while 
that was the cafe, none would let them- 
felves as workmen in a manufacture. Con J 
fiflent with thefe ideas, we fee that thofd 
colonies where the good land is moft plen- 
tiful in a good climate, the manufactured 
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are trifling, or none to be found, which is 
the cafe with the tobacco colonies and 
with the fouthern ones ; but in the north- 
ern^ Settlements, where thefe circumftances 
are different, we there find many fabrics. 

Nothing can be more fortunate than the 
navigation of the Ohio quite to the Apa- 
lachean mountains, at the back of the cen- 
ter of all our colonies, fince by that means 
people may, with only a fmall or a mo- 
derate journey, arrive at a navigation that 
will carry them through all that immenfe 
trail which we may in future colonize, a 
part of which we are now about to fettle, 
and yet more of which I am urging the 
propriety of likewife fettling. Were it not 
for this vaft navigation, to the very fpot 
almoft that one would wifh to have it, 
there would be difficulties in the people 
getting to the countries we wanted them to 
fettle in j but as we poffefs this great ad- 
vantage, it would be unpardonable not to 
make effe&ual ufe of it, in cafe the efta- 
blifhment of new colonies did not of it- 
felf draw the whole furplus of population 
away from thofe provinces, the numbers 
in which want fo much to be thinned. 

Nor is the advantage of drawing off 
people from the northern colonies confined 
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to the prevention of manufactures ; it is 
further of vaft confequence to take thent 
from countries that produce nothing va- 
luable in a British market, and fix them iti 
others abounding with ftaples of high im- 
portance to the commerce and manufac- 
tures of the mother-country : this fingle 
idea ought to be the corner-ftone of all the 
regulations and meafures adopted by this 
country in her tranfadions with America j 
and if it is well purfued in future* will 
keep off the dangerous rivalfhip, which 
there is fo much reafon to fear, from the 
manufactures and commerce of the north- 
ern colonies. 

If the country on the eaft bank of the 
Mifiilhppi was fettled, and that to the 
fouth of the Ohio alfo, there would be 
fuch a variety of land, climate, and pro- 
ductions, that every new comer, either 
from Europe or our own colonies* would 
have it in his power to chufe the culture 
With which he was belt acquainted, or by 
which he cxpeded to make the molt con- 
fiderable profits : they might fix on the 
climate molt agreeable to their conftitu- 
tions, and in all other refpeCts have fuch a 
variety of ctrcumflances to feleCt from, 
that the temptation to move would be very 

great; 
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great. At the fame time that they fuited 
themfelves, they could not fail, fix where 
they would, of promoting the interell of the 
mother-country in a very fenfible degree. 
By not delaying fuch a meafure, there would 
be a population, and with it a power fixed in 
the moll important part of all this continent, 
upon this immenfe inland navigation, 'which 
fpreads far and near, from theAtlantic Ocean 
to the South Sea, and from the Gulph of 
Mexico toHudfon’s Bay : the river Miflif- 
fippi with its branches fpread over moll of 
it, and the lakes, with the St. Laurence, 
whichare nearly connected with the former, 
go through the reft. It is of prodigious fu- 
ture conlequence to be mailers of this na- 
vigation, and to have early a power fixed 
on it, in order to over-awe and keep the 
Spaniards from defigns againft our colonies. 
We ought not to forget their jealoufy of us 
in this country, and that they have at pre- 
fent a much greater military force there 
than ever was polfelfed by the French. It 
is a millakc to imagine that the Spaniards 
have been inattentive to the fecurity of 
their American colonies ; as backward as 
they have always been in their improve-' 
ment, they have been far enough from neg- 
ligence with relation to a military power, I 
mean fince the lall peace, for upon the con- 
Vol.II. H clulion 
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clufion of it, their whole army was difpatch- 
ed from Old toNew Spain, and the arrange- 
ment of theformerleftentirely to new levies. 
This was a very bold and decifive meafure, 
and which (hewed a refolution to beftronge? 
in America than ever was experienced before: 
it is for this reafon that we ought to be par- 
ticularly attentive to the ftrength of our 
territories on the Mifliflippi, and to give „ 
them it effectually muft be done by peopling 
them, inftead of keeping the whole coun- 
try in as defolate a condition as it was a 
century before the French difcovered it. 

General O’Reilly, when he took pofi'ef- 
fion of New Orleans, had a force of five 
thoufand regular troops, with a good train 
of artillery, and every requifite for a fmall 
but well appointed army. This force they 
have maintained here ; it is much fuperior 
to any thing we have in Weft Florida and 
upon the Mifliflippi ; our government 
therefore ought certainly to be upon their 
guard in this part of the world, and not 
only to have a fufficient military force in 
the forts and armed Hoops upon the river, 
but a chain of populous lettlements to cut 
off all poflibility of communication between 
the Spaniards and the Indians to the eaft of 
the Mifliflippi ; a point which may in fu- 
ture prove of very great confequence. 

CHAP. 

— ^ 
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CHAP. XXVIII. 

THE ILIONOIS. 

Country of the Ilionois — Climate — Soil—* 
Productions— Importance of this territory 
— — Obfervations . 

B Y the country of the Ilionois, I mean 
all that territory to the north-weft of 
the Ohio, extending on both fides the river 
Ilionois quite to Lake Michigan and the 
river St. Jofeph, the fertlements made by 
the French on the river Myamis ; but in 
particular the country eart of the Miflif- 
fippi, between the Ohio and Ilionois ri- 
ver, to the diftance of about an hundred 
miles from the former. This territory 
went among the French by the general 
name of the country of the Ilionois. It 
claims attention in this work, firft becaufe 
we are in poffeflion of all the fcttlements 
made by the French in it, and notwith- 
ftanding its being deficient in all govern- 
ment but that of the commanding officers 
of our forts, they have increafed confider- 
ably by the wandering fettlers from our 
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colonies : and fecondly, becaufe the great 
richnefs of the foil and fertility of the cli- 
mate will. 'hereafter attract fo many in- 
habitants, as to make the eftablilhment of 
fome civil government highly neceffary. 
The public accounts given of this country 
are not numerous, but what there are, are 
very confiftent with each other, and alio 
with the private information 1 have re- 
ceived from the officers with whom I have 
converged, that made a conflderable resi- 
dence here. • ' ' ’ v 

Charlevoix, who paffed through this 
country, has given fome flight defcriptions 
of different parts, which will afford a 
pretty good idea of it : he entered it by 
Lake Erie, the country upon which though 
not included in it, yet is fo near as to de- 
serve our attention here* "-Of the tradl on 
the very Southern point of that lake, he 
fpeaks as follows. ** I eoafted along a 
charming country, hid at times by very 
difagreeable profpedfs, which however are 
of no great extent. Wherever I went a- 
fhore, I was quite enchanted by the beauty 
and variety of a landfcape, w'hich was ter- 
minated by the nobleff forefts in the whole 
World. Add to this that every part of it 
fvVarms with water-fowl I cannot fay 
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whether the woods afford game in equal 
profufion ; but I well know that there is 
a prodigious quantity of buffaloes. Were 
we always to fail, as I then did, with a 
ferene fky, in a moft charming climate, 
and on water as clear as tnatof the pureft 
fountain j were we fure of finding every 
where fecure and agreeable places to pafs 
the night in, where we might enjoy the 
pleafure of hunting at a fmall expence, 
breathe at our eafe the pureft air, and en- 
joy the profpeft of the fineft countries in 
the univerfe, we might poflibly be tempted 
to travel to the end of our days.” 

Of the country between Lakes Erie 
and Huron, he fays, It is pretended 
that this is the fineft part of all Canada; 
and really, if we may judge by appear- 
ances, nature feems to have refufed it no- ' 
thing that can contribute to make a coun- 
try delightful ; hills, meadows, fields, lofty 
forefts, rivulets, fountains, rivers, and all 
of them fo excellent in their kind, and fo 
happily blended, as to equal the moft ro- 
mantic wifiies ; the lands, however, are 
not all equally proper for every fort of grain, 
but moft are of a wonderful fertility, and 
I have known fome produce good wheat 
for eighteen years running, without any 
H 3 manure 
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manure ; and befides, all of them are pro- 
per for fome particular ufe. The iflands 
in the channel, between the two lakes, 
feemed placed on purpofe for the pleafure 
of the profpetft ; the river and lake abound 
in fifh, the air is pure, and the climate 
temperate and extremely wholefome. 
There grow here citron trees in the open 
fields, the fruit of which, in fhape and co- 
lour, refemble thofe of Portugal, but they 
are fmaller and of a difagreeable flavour. 
On both fldcs of the channel the country 
is faid to preferve its beauty for ten leagues 
up ; after which you meet with a fmaller 
number of fruit trees and fewer meadows ; 
but after travelling five or fix leagues fur- 
ther, inclining to Lake Erie towards the 
fouth-weft, you difcover immenfe mea- 
dows, extending above a hundred leagues 
every where, and which feed an immenfe 
quantity of thofe buffaloes, whereof I have 
more than once made mention. Twelve 
leagues off this channel, before you come 
to Lake Huron, is a village of Miffifaguy 
Indians, feated on a fertile foil, at the en- 
try of three magnificent meadows, and in 
the cioft moft charming fituation that can 
be, the country for the whole twelve 
leagues continuing always moft delightful. 

This 
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This is a noble channel, as drait as a line, 
and bordered with lofty foreds, interfperfed 
with fine meadows, with many iflands 
fcattered up and down in it, fome of which 
are confiderably laTge.*’ 

Of the territory on the river St. Jofeph, 
he fpeaks as follows. ** The river St. Jo- 
feph has more than an hundred leagues of 
courfe, its fource being at no great dif- 
tance from Lake Erie it is navigable for 
fourfcore leagues, and as I was failing up 
towards the fort, I faw nothing but excel- 
lent lands, covered with trees of a prodi- 
gious height. Tobacco grows well here, 
and by making a proper choice of foil, we 
might raife a mod excellent fort of it.” 
Proceeding to the fouth by the river 
Huakiki, which falls into the Ilionois, he 
obferves, that ** at about fifty leagues from 
the fource the country becomes beautiful, 
confiding of unbounded meadows, where 
buffaloes are to be feen grazing in herds of 
two or three hundred. Where the Hua- 
kiki joins the Ilionois, the latter becomes a 
fine river ; it does not yield in largenefs to 
any of our rivers in France, and I can af- 
fure you, it is not poffible to behold a 
finer and a better country than this which 
it waters. Before we came to Lake Pimi- 
H 4 teouy 
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t,couy, we crofled a charming country, and 
at the end of that lake came to a village of 
the Ilionois ; than which nothing can be 
more delightful than its fituation : oppo- 
iite to it is the profpedl of a moft beautiful 
fordt, which was then adorned with all 
the variety of colours, and behind it is a 
plain of an immenfe extent, fkirted with 
woods. The lake and river fwarm with 
fi(h, and the banks of both with game. 
From the lake to the Miflifiippi the river 
Ilionois, both in breadth and depth, is e- 
qual to any of the greateft rivers of Eu- 
rope. After failing five leagues on the 
Miflifiippi, we arrived at the mouth of the 
Miiiiouri. Here is the fineft confluence 
of tw'o rivers that I believe is to be met 
with in the whole world, each of them 
being about half a league in breadth ; but 
the Miflouri is by far the moft rapid of 
the two, and teems to enter the Mifiif- 
fippi like a conqueror, carrying its white 
waters, unmixed, acrols its channel quite 
to the oppofitc fide j this colour it after- 
'wards communicates to the Miflifiippi, 
which henceforth it never lofes, but hurls 
with precipitation to the fea itfelf.” 

About Fort Chartres the French have 
feveral fettlements, and live pretty much 
v at 
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at their eafe : they fow wheat, which fuc- 
peeds very we.l $ and they have black cat- 
tle and poultry. The banks of the river 
are extremely high, fo that though the 
waters fometimes rife five and twenty feet, 
they feldom overflow their channel. All 
this country is open, confiding of vaft 
meadows, to the extent of five and twenty 
leagues, which are interfperfed with fmall 
copfes of very valuable wood. White mul- 
berries efpecially are very common here ; 
but I am furprifed that the inhabitants 
fhould be fufFered to cut them down for 
the building of their houfes, efpecially as 
there is a fufiicient quantity of other trees 
equally proper for that purpofe. The 
whole country, from hence to Kafcafquias, 
and around the latter, is very fertile ; it is 
capable of becoming the grainery of Lou- 
ifiana, which it is able tofurnifh with corn 
in abundance, even fhould it be peopled 
quite to the fea. The foil is not only ex- 
tremely proper for wheat, but befides, re- 
fufes nothing neceffary or ufeful for human 
life. The climate is extremely temperate, 
lying in 38 deg. 39 min. north lat. Cat- 
tle and fheep would multiply here wonder- 
fully, even the wild buffaloes might be 
tamed, and great advantages drawn from 

a trade 
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a trade of their wool and hides, and from 
their fupplying the inhabitants with food. 
The air is very wholefome. F rolls are 
fometimes felt that are very fevere ; the ri- 
ver laft winter was frozen over in fuch a 
manner, that people eroded it in carriages, 
notwithftanding it is at that place half a 
league broad, and more rapid than the 
Rhone. This is the more furprifmg, as for 
the mod part, excepting a few flight frods 
occafioned by the north and north-weft 
winds, the winter is in this country hardly 
fenfible ; the leaves fall fooner in this place 
than in France, and do not begin to bud 
till about the end of May, notwithftand- 
ing that it fnows very feldom here, and 
although, as I have already obferved, the 
winters are exceeding temperate. . What 
then can be the reafon of this backward- 
nefs of the fpring ? for my part I can fee 
no other than the thickncfs of the forefts, 
which prevents the earth from being warm- 
ed by the fun foon enough to caufe the fap 
to afeend. At Cape St. Anthony I faw the 
firft canes.” 

I have been led to make thefe long ex- 
tracts from Charlevoix, becaufe his autho- 
rity has always beenjuftly efteemed, and 
he gave this account long before the coun- 

try 
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try became fubjedt to Britain : although he 
only touches upon certain circumftances of 
the foil and climate, as a traveller and not 
a refident, yet may we gather from it that 
both are excellent, that the foil is fertile in 

. f 

yielding tobacco and the articles of com- 
mon hufbandry, particularly wheat ; that 
the forefts are among the fineft in the 
world ; the meadows of an unbounded ex- 
tent, and full of buffaloes ; that the air is 
pure and healthy, and the climate in every 
refpedt temperate and agreeable ; and laft- 
l ly, that the beauty of many trafts of this 
country is as great as the fined affemblage 
of wood, water, hill, and dale can make it. 

Much later accounts confirm thefe par- 
ticulars. When Charlevoix was there, in 
1721, the French had but begun to culti- 
vate it, but fince that period they have 
made a great progrefs ; fo that at the peace 
of 1762 they had a fine and well fettled 
colony about Kafcafquias and Fort Char- 
tres, and alfo many fettlements on the ri- 
ver Myamis, principally inhabited by emi- 
grants from Canada : fome of thefe fold 
their effedls, and retired upon the conclu- 
fion of the peace, but the major part re- 
mained under the Britifh government ; nor 
has the country declined fince, notwith- 

ftanding 
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{landing the only government eflablifhed 
in it is that of the commanding officers of 
the garrifoned forts. 

Mr. Pownal, in his Adminijlration of the 
Colonies , gives, from very good authority, a 
few particulars concerning the country of 
the Ilionois. “ This country, lays Char- 
levoix, in 1721 will become the grainery 
of Louisiana ; and in 1746 we find it ac- 
tually becoming fo, for in that year it fent 
down to New Orleans fifty ton of flour ; 
in 1747 we find it well furnifhed with pro- 
vifions, and having fine crops ; and in a 
letter of Monf. Vandreuil’s, in 1748, we 
have an account of its produce and ex- 
ports — flour, corn, bacon, hams both of 
bears and hogs, corned pork, and wild 
beef, myrtle- wax, cotton, tallow, leather, 
tobacco, lead, copper, fome fmall quantity 
of buffalo wool, venifon, poultry, bear’s 
greafe, oil, fkins, and fome coarfe furs ; 
and we find a regular communication fet- 
tled with New Orleans, by convoys, which 
come down annually the latter end of 
December, and return at latefl by the mid- 
dle of February.” 

The private accounts I have had of this 
country confirm the preceding articles of 
intelligence, and give the greatefl reafon 

for 
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for determining that it ranks among the 
beft and moft agreeable of America ; efpe- 
cially in every circumftance that concerns 
the plenty and agreeablenels of living, and 
all the productions of common hufbandry, 
in which I believe it yields to no part of 
the world. As to ftaples in a Britilh mar- 
ket, it will be by no means deficient in 
them, whenever the advantages of the cli- 
mate are any ways feconded in thefe 1 re- 
fpeCts by the {kill and induftry of the 
planters. Tobacco may undoubtedly be 
produced here in any quantity, and of a qua- 
lity equal to any other : the country, moft 
of it, in the fame latitude as Virginia and 
Maryland, with the advantage of a much 
more regular climate, and winterslefsfevere. 
Charlevoix exprefsly fays, that in general the 
winters are exceedingly temperate; whereas 
inVirginiaextremefharpfrofts arecommon : 
but through all our fouthern and central 
colonies the maritime parts are expofed to 
greater degrees of heat and cold than the 
internal country. The navigation of the 
Milliffippi will make the culture of to- 
bacco very profitable. Wine may alfo be 
a moft beneficial ftaple to this country, the 
climate ft perfectly agreeable to it, and 
high, dry, and hilly traCts common tlnough- 
8 out 
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out the whole territory : the navigation 
will be equally favourable to the product 
of this country. Silk is another which 
will undoubtedly be made in confiderable 
quantities whenever the territory is peo- 
pled, Gnce the healthinefs and temperature 
of the climate cannot in this latitude but 
agree admirably with the worm, and mul- 
berries are plentifully fpread over the whole 
of it. In a word, it is deficient in no ar- 
ticle that can tend to render it a valuable 
colony, and whenever it is fettled will be 
found of that importance to this kingdom, 
of which we have already experienced * 
thofe to be that poflefs ftaple productions. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXIX. 

JAMAICA. 

Climate — Soil — Productions — Phe culture 
of Sugar — Expen ces — Produce — Profit 
— Obfervations — Other fiaples — Settle- 
ments — Remarkable infiances of beneficial 
improvements — Obfervations. 

T HE amazing importance which has 
attended the culture of the fugar 
cane, is perhaps one of the moft extraor- 
dinary inftances of the effeCt of agriculture 
that the world has produced, and it (hews 
clearer than any other circumftance where- 
in confjfts the true and beneficial nature 
of colonies : the profit which this nation 
reaps from her iflands in the Weft Indies 
ought above all other things to make her 
attentive to every particular in the culture 
of the fugar C3ne. As Jamaica is our prin- 
cipal colony for this production, I fhall 
be more minute in my account than in the 
defcription of other ifiands, as they will 
call only for the circumftances wherein 
they differ from that ifland. 

Jamaica 
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Jamaica lies between 17 and 19 deg. 
north latitude, from whence it is ea fy to 
judge that the climate is extremely hot : 
indeed the fun paffes diredly over their 
heads, and would, in the height of fum- 
mer, render the air too fuffocating to 
breathe, were .it not for the trade wind and 
land breeze which refrefh and cool the air. 
Yet with this advantage which Jamaica en- 
joys in common with the reft of the iflands, 
the climate is in general pernicious to Eu- 
ropean conftitutions. The extreme heat 
is not fo great an enemy as the dampnefs 
and moifture which attend it : and we may 
in general remark, that this is the circum- 
ftance which in all latitudes, but efpecially 
hot ones, decides the healthinefs of a 
country. A dry and pure air, fuch as is 
found on hilly or mountainous fea-coafts, 
free from marfhes or fwamps, is always 
healthy, though under the line j but when 
a meridian fun unites with a marfhy rotten 
foil, in which the heavy rains flagnate, 
then it is impoffible for a country to be 
tolerably healthy. The people of Jamaica 
lament their thunders and lightnings, their 
tempefts and hurricanes — the laft are in- 
deed very fatal to their profit ; but if health 
was only confidered, a low marfhy trad: 
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of land, in parts of which the rains ftag- 
nated, fhould be confidered as a much 
more fatal circumftancc. The great evil 
of the climate is its moiflure, which, 
united with heat, brings that numerous lilt 
of fatal diftemprrs which are common in 
this ifland j which renders caution in diet 
and living remarkably neccflarv, and which 
is worfe than fatal in cauting that extreme 
languor of the body and oppreffion of the 
fpirits, which make the inhabitants fufter 
worfe than death through half their ex- 
igence. In a word, the climate of Jamaica 
is fuch an one, as nothing but the hope 
of wealth could induce an Englishman to 
live in. With an exception, however, of 
the hiljy trads, which, and the mountains, 
are by no means unhealthy for a hot climate. 

The ifland is entirely out of the reach of 
froft and fnow, nor have they ever any 
weather that can be denominated cold : 
they have properly neither winter nor fum- 
mer, for the trees never lofe their leaves j 
the only diflindion of feafon is that of the 
rains, which fall in July, Auguft, and Sep- 
tember, but principally in Auguft. They 
have alfo heavy ones in May and Odober, 
and fometimes a feafon (that is a rain) hap- 
pens in January. Their hurricanes are ex- 
tremely dreadful ; in fome of them the 
Vot. II. I wind 
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wind is fo furious, and rifes to fuch a pitch 
in a few minutes, that every obftacle flies 
before it j trees of an immenfe fize are torn 
up by the roots, and blown away like 
chaff — whole groves difappear in aninftant 
r — buildings, however folidly conftrudted 
of ftone, and the walls, many feet thick, 
purpofely conftrudted to withftand thefe 
terrible blafts, are deflroyed in a moment j 
in a word, the furface of the earth is truly 
bared, every thing is fwept from it with ir- 
reflflible violence : it may eafily be ima- 
gined, that, in fuch a fltuation, the canes 
and other objects of culture are the firft to 
be blown away. Thefe florms of wind are 
not all of equal violence, nor do they fpread 
a large traft of country at once ; buildings 
very ftrongly built fometimes efcape, at o- 
thers every thing gives way. 

Jamaica is about one hundred and forty 
miles long by fixty broad, and contains a- 
bout four millions of acres. But much 
the greater part is not patented to any 
owners, and a very flnall portion of it is 
cultivated. The face of the country is ex- 
tremely various. Along the middle of the 
ifland, from eaft to weft, runs a vaft 
chain of mountains, called the Blue Moun- 
tains : thefe occupy above half the ifland, 
for they fpread in various ridges, fome 
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liigher than others, with deep furrowed 
glens between them j and in fome places 
flat vales of amazing fertility are 'found* 
quite furrounded with rock and precipice. 
The hills are all either rock or ftiff tena- 
cious clay 4 every thing elfe is wafhed down 
into the vales by torrents, cafcades, and 
waterfalls, which are numerous, or by the 
heavy rains in general ; thus all the lower 
lands are found to be a loofe friable mould, 
prodigioufly fertile — as the want of roads 
and navigation prevent their being culti- 
vated, they are generally covered with fine 
grafs, but fome are forefl. Mofl of the 
hills and even the rocks, though apparently 
without earth, are covered with large and 
ftrait timber trees' of various forts: fo that 
nothing can be feen more romantic or no- 
ble to behold than the mountainous fcenes, 
which are ufually formed of a great inter- 
mixture of rocks, -mountains, woods, and 
waterfalls, with, gleams of vale of the fineft 
verdure. The country from the fea-coaft 
to the hills is various, but generally con- 
■fifts of woods, marfhes, fvvamps, favan- 
nahs, or meadows, and cultivated planta- 
tions ; many tracts are fandy, but there are 
none but what produce fome article orother 
fpontaneoufly, which adds to the wealth 
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°f the owners, except indeed fome of the 
undrained fwamps, which are totally 
Ufelefs. 

Among the productions of this ifiand wc 
may reckon fugar, cocoa, indigo, pimen- 
to, wild cinnamon, coffee, cotton, tobac- 
co, fuftic, red wood, logwood, guaiacum, 
china root, farfaparilla, calfia, tamarinds, 
venilloes,' cochineal, mahogany, manchi- 
neal, &c. Among thefe articles, what 
chiefly claims our notice at prefent, is the 
culture of fugar. 

The fugar cane is a reed, fmooth and 
jointed, of a fhining, greenlfh, yellow co- 
lour. Their fize varies according to foil, 
culture, &c. but the height is generally 
from four to eight feet, but in fome foils 
they do not rife above two or three feet $ 
in others we fometimes fee them nine, ten, 
or more. In the French iflands we are 
told by Labat, that canes have been known 
four and twenty feet in length, exclufiveof 
the top and lower joint, and each weighed 
twenty-four pounds. The largeft canes 
are three or four inches thick, but gene- 
rally not above an inch. 

They are propagated by cuttings ; pieces 
from fifteen to eighteen inches long are 
put from the tops of the canes, a little be- 
low 
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low the upper leaves : the more knots or 
eyes there are, the better. The feafon of 
planting is principally Augull, being the. 
height of the rainy feafon ; but it is a work 
which is done alfo in September and Octo- 
ber, and even quite to January and Fe- 
bruary, but not later. Before we proceed 
with the culture, I fhall defcribe the foils 
ufually chofen fora plantation. 

In Jamaica the beft foil for fugar is the 
fed brick eart]), flrong, but not clayey; 
black mould on clay is excellent ; all loofe 
friable lands, not very fandy, will do very 
well, and are of a value proportioned to 
their moiilure ; drained fwarnps, marfhes, 
and bogs, from which the water is carried 
clean off, frequently do well. But let me 
in general remark, that a fugar planter’s 
choice of foil is very fimilar to that of a 
good Englilb farmer ; fo that good land is 
the fame in all countries ; the mere ftiff clay 
is not good with either ; but all loams are 
excellent ; brulhy wet gravels are rejected 
by both ; light fands in a hot climate are 
worfe than inEngland; black mould is every 
where excellent ; and drained bogs and 
marfhes, wherever found, are generally fer- 
tile : thus is there not that myftery in judg- 
ing of foils in different climates that many 
would perfuade.us. Poorer lands in Ja- 
I 3 maica. 
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maica, as well as in England, require the- 
affiftance of dunging and other manuring,, 
and the beft yield crops proportioned to 
fuch management. The richeft foils are 
frelh woodlands, which when cleared from 
the wood, and much of the rubbilh burnt 
upon the land, prove for many years an in- 
exhauftible fund of fertility and wealth to 
the planter ; but thofe woodlands in Ja- 
maica, which- are near enough to water- 
carriage, are moftly taken up and cleared,, 
for if this requifite is wanting* the richeft 
foils will not pay for culture. 

Refpedting the preparation of the ground, 
it is brought into tillage and rendered clear 
of weeds ; the former is effedted by hand- 
hoeing, and is repeated till the weeds are 
all deftroyed : the word is the witbe, 
which like couch grafs in England has 
fuch a vegetative property, that the leaft 
bit left in the ground grows and multiplies 
very fall it climbs up and ftrangles the 
canes. The roots of trees muft alfo be de- 
ftroyed if they are of a kind that fends up 
fuckers or {hoots this is done by burning 
or fcorching them t but ether roots they 
are not attentive to deftroy, for as the til- 
lage is given with hoes, it is not necefiary 
to extradt fuch obftrudtions as would flop 

6 the 


Digitized by Google 



American Husbandry. ng 

the plough. If the land to be planted is 
frefti, or in great heart, they do not manure, 
but if it has been long under canes, or out 
of order, ample manuring is neceflary. In 
railing dung, they rank among the belt 
farmers in the world, and this I take to be 
owing to the difficulty of procuring it •, in 
England, where the winters enable good 
hufbandmen to raife almoft any quantity 
they pleafe, it is much negledted •, but in 
Jamaica, where they have no winter, and 
where the heat of the fun is in general a 
great hindrance to the work, they are forced 
to be indefatigable in the work, or they 
would never effed it. 

The refufe of the fugar canes affifts them 
as litter and food for the cattle ; the cane 
tops and leaves of Guinea corn are given 
the cattle plentifully in pens, where they 
wafte enough to make litter ; the pen is 
firft fpread thickly with marie or earth, ge- 
nerally the former, and by feeding many 
horfes, afles, mules, cows, oxen, and 
fwine in them, by their dung and urine 
and wafte of food they add a layer upon 
the marie j and prodigioufly enrich the 
whole compoft. Then more marie is cart- 
ed in, and the cattle fed upon that in the 
fame manner ; and fo in fucceffion till it is 
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wanted for the plantation, when the cattle 
are moved into other pens, and the com- 
pel is turned over and mixed well together, 
after which it will in a little time be ready 
for carrying out. This management of cat- 
tle lads through the whole year. 

i mud obferve upon it, that it is a fyf- 
tem which deferves universal imitation in 
all countries, how far feeding fat cattle in 
pens would do in fummer is not clear, but 
as to all lean dock, luch as draught oxen, 
horfes, cows, young cattle, fvvine, &c. it 
would beyond all doubt anfwer extremely 
well : marie, chalk, clay, turf, or earth, 
fhould, as in Jamaica, be carted into the 
farm yards and fpread in an even layer a- 
bout them ; upon this fhould be all the 
foddering which the farmers beftow upon 
their cattle ; and in dimmer the fyrtem 
fhould be continued, by feeding them with 
grafs or clover, &c. mown and given frefh 
in racks ; upon this plan their food would 
go infinitely farther than in the common 
way, and they would make four times the 
quantity of dung they do at prefent. Ne- 
ceflity obliges the planters in Jamaica to 
purfue a method, which, if the farmers of 
Britain would purfue, they would certainly 
find the fame great advantages from. 

When 
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When the plantations are upon a clay or 
a ftifF foil, they mix fand with the comport, 
by carrying it in and forming a layer in the 
pens in the fame manner as marie ; and the 
good effe&s have been often experienced. 
Arties of all burnt vegetables are ufed with 
care, and their effects faid to he great. 

After the field has been fufficiently pre- 
pared it is marked out, and holes made in 
regular rows to receive the dung, upon 
which the canes are planted. This work is 
called holing : the methods ufed are not all 
the fame, nor the diftances. Some make 
the holes four or five feet afunder, or four 
by five, and put two or three fets in a hole} 
•but the mort common method is to make 
trenches from four to eight inches deep, 
according to the weather, in which they 
lay the canes, and cover them ; thefe 
trenches are fometimes laid out by lines, 
and ought always to be. The dirtance be- 
tween the rows and betwixt the plants in 
each row may in good ground be about 
three feet and a half; in poor worn-out 
grounds two feet are fufficient. 

But let it here be remarked, that this way 
of regularly difpofing the canes is only fol- 
lowed by the beft planters ; there are more 
that plant promifeuoufly, but it is a very 
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erroneous method, which ought to be ex- 
ploded. The land planted in either cafe is 
in fquares, formed by intervals fifteen feet 
wide, which crofs the field at right angles, 
and arc of great ufe in feveral inftances j 
they admit carts to be loaded in harvefi: 
with the canes, without going over the 
ploughed ground, which is verymifchievous 
to the crop ; and they prevent the Ipread- 
ing of fires, made on purpofe to burn trafh, 
or accidental ones j they give a free path 
to the planter to view the ftate of the canes, 
and the negroes when employed in hoeing 
them; nor is the land occupied by fuch 
intervals loft, as peafe, beans, potatoes, and 
other plants may be cultivated in them, 
that come off before the fugar canes are 
cut. 

When the canes are about eighteen inches 
high, which will be in a fortnight or three 
weeks after planting, they are cleared from 
weeds, and the foil about them loofened by 
hand-hoeing j and this operation is repeat- 
ed two or three times, as it happens, till 
the plants are arrived at fuch a growth 
and thicknefs as to kill all weeds by their 
thick fhade. 

The canes are cut when in full maturity, 
which in dry loofe foils is generally at the 

end 
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end of fourteen or fifteen months after be- 
ing planted; but in cold clay foils not till 
lixteen or feventeen months. They are 
cut with hand-bills, as clofe to the ground 
as pofiible, then cleared from their leaves, 
&c. and cut into fhorter pieces, from two 
feet and a half to four feet in length. The 
chief precaution here is, that the cane be 
cut off fmooth, without hacking the root, 
which in the dry feafon is of great preju- 
dice to it. The top of the cane, to the dis- 
tance of three or four inches below the 
flag, fhould be cut off along with the 
leaves : fome are accuflomed to fave this 
part, and endeavour to turn the whole of 
the cane to advantage ; but this is a piece 
of ill-judged frugality : the top of the cane 
is always green, and contains only a crude, 
unripe juice, which, mingling with the 
reft, will greatly debafe it. 

On cutting the canes they are immedi- 
ately carried to the mill, ufually a wind- 
mill, in which being ground between iron 
cylinders, the juice is prefled out, and flows 
through a tube into a vat ; thence it is con- 
ducted through a pipe into another vat, and 
after that to the cauldron in the boiling 
houfe ; it is then boiled, and as faft as any 
feum arifes it is taken off ; it runs from 
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this boiler through four or five mord/ 
fmaller and fmaller, in all which it is like* 
wife boiled till it becomes a thick gluti- 
nous confiftence : when boiling can be car- 
ried on no farther, a fermentation is railed 
by lime water, which is fubfided by a 
fmall piece of butter, after which it is taken 
into coolers, where it dries and granulates. 
In this operation of boiling, the fires are 
kept in night and day, and the boilers filled 
in fuccefiion, as fall as empty, with frefh 
juice } the fewel is dried cane trafh ftacked 
ready for ufe, and faggots cut from copfes 
planted on purpofe, or from logwood 
hedges, which are of a very quick growth. 

After the fugaris dried and grannulated* 
it is put into pots of a fugarloaf form, open 
at the point, through which aperture the 
dregs of the fugar falls j thefe dregs are 
melafles, or treacle, when it has fufficient- 
Jy purified itfelf, it is called mufcovado fu- 
gar, being then in order to be put into the 
hoglhead and fliipped off. Some planters 
chufing to refine it yet farther, cover the 
fugar in the pots with white tobacco-pipe 
clay kneaded with water, which, finking 
through the fugar, carries down more of 
the melafles than will go off without it, 
leaving the fugar much whiter than the 
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fnufcovado : and at the difcretion of the 
planter the work is repeated once or twice 
more, the quality each time increafing in 
value, but the quantity diminifhing. After 
this operation it is called clayed fugar. 

From the melafles rum is diftilled, by 
means of fermentation in the common me- 
thod of gaining all other fpirits ; they gain 
in this illand from a puncheon to 65 hogf- 
heads of rum to every hoglhead of fugar, 
but much of their inelafTes are fold to New 
England to be diftilled there. 

In the continuation of the culture it is 
to be obferved, that after the canes are cut 
the land is hoed quite clean, and mifear- 
riages among the canes replanted : the 
fhoots that are fent forth by the ftools are 
called rattoons, which in due time yield a 
fecond crop nearly as luxuriant as the firft, 
but not always fo, the management of 
which is exadtly the fame as of the firfl 
crop. The duration of the plants, how- 
ever, depends upon the foil ; in poor or 
worn out ones they will have only one rat- 
toon crop, but but in very rich and frefh 
foils they cut feveral. Labat fays, that in 
fome of the French iflands they will con- 
tinue yielding for fifteen or twenty years j 
but no fuch thing happens generally. 

Upon 
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Upon the fyftem of cutting a crop but 
twice the planters divide their cane land 
into three parts. One is fallow, prepared 
either with the plough or the hoe for plant- 
ing ; the fecond is the crop in its firft year ; 
the third is the crop in its fecond year. By 
this means a third is planted new, and two 
thirds cut in every period of the growth of 
the crop j that part which this year (of 
fifteen or fixteen months) is fallow, next 
year is the crop of the firft growth ; that 
part which this year is the crop of the firft 
growth wiil next year be the rattoon crop ; 
and that part which this year is the rat- 
toon crop, will next year be fallow. Cane 
grounds are in general from ten to twenty- 
five acres each piece. The whole fyftem is 
transferred continually from old ground to 
new, according to circumftances. 

The buildings upon a plantation are very 
confiderable and expenfive ; they confift 
principally of a manfion-houfe, windmill, 
boiling-houfe, furnaces, ftore-houfes, ftieds, 
&c. the furniture of which, fuch as cylin- 
ders, vats, coppers, pipes, tubes, refervoirs, 
■coolers, &c. are coftly. 

Before I give any account of the expences 
and profit of the culture, I fliall make fome 
obfervations on the effential faults with 
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which their agriculture in this article a- 
bounds. Firft, the preparation of the 
ground, which is generally fallowed with 
hoes ; though ploughs are ufed by a few 
planters, yet the number is inconfiderable, 
in clearing a piece of frefh ground, they 
deftroy the wood in the manner pcaftifed in 
the colonies, that is, faw it off and leave 
the hump to rot in the ground : this effec- 
tually precludes the plough. The hoeing 
culture is more trivial than can eafily be 
credited ; for in ftrength and efficacy it is 
not comparable to the fame operation given 
by the farmers in England to feveral crops. 
Three, four, or five hundred negroes have 
been feen hoeing a piece of forty acres j 
they cut about an inch deep, fometimes if 
the foil is loofe a little deeper, and at others 
not half an inch ; if the planter attains any 
depth that approaches that of ploughing, 
the expence he is at to get it is enormous. 
Now it fhould not be forgotten, that the 
cane roots at a depth proportioned to the 
loofened mould upon foils that have any 
tenacity, indeed in very friable Tandy loams, 
or loofe hazle mould, the roots ftrike much 
deeper than the hoe has been, or they 
Would not thrive at all ; and to remedy 
thefe evils it is that holing is pra&ifed, in 
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which they dig fmall holes where the canes 
are to be fet, to receive the dung and cane 
fet : hut fuch methods in every article of 
hufbandry throughout the world are bad : 
the roots of all crops thould be encouraged 
to fpread over the whole land, inflead of 
being confined to fpots where the dung is 
put, which is always the confequence of 
not dunging the whole land. Then comes 
the planting, in which the planters exclude 
every thing but the hand-hoe, by fetting 
the canes promifeuoufiy j thofe that plant 
in rows, ufe no other tool ; the confequence 
of which is, that the keeping the fpaces 
between the plants loofe, in good order, 
and free from weeds, is all performed by 
the negroes with their hand-hoes, which is 
juft fuch management as to ufe no other 
tool between the rows of a field of cabbages 
jn England, planted wide enough to admit 
of hprfe-hoeing ; which in this country 
would be an expence of ten or twelve lliil- 
lings for very badly performing an oper- 
ation, which might be very well done for 
half a crown. 

The two errors I have here difclofed are 
very eflential ones, and in the condudt of 
them render fuch prodigious ftocks of ne- 
groes neceflary, as eat amazingly into th,e 
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profit of the planter. Hence therefore a- 
rifes the neceflity of pointing out methods 
whereby they may efcape fuch expences, 
and at the fame time execute their work in 
a much fuperior manner. 

In the preparation of my ground, I would 
carry the ideas of the improved hufbandry 
of England into that of fugar in Jamaica; 
I would, in clearing my frefh land, remove 
all obftacles which might flop the plough, 
fuch as roots or large rtones ; this eXpence 
Would be well repaid by my fucceflive ad- 
vantages. I would then plough the fallow 
of a depth proportioned to that of the foil ; 
in rich deep lands I would go a foot, but 
in fhallower foils eight inches : before the 
laft ploughing I would fpread the dung or 
compoft all over the land ; and immediate- 
ly turn it in by the laft ploughing, leaving 
the furface, when the work was com- 
pleted, flat on dry foils, and ridged on wet 
ones. 

Ip the next place, my ploughman fhould 
draw furrows by the eye, as ftrait as an ar- 
row, at the diftance of three, four, or five 
feet, according to the diftance of the rows 
of canes, which fhould be regulated by 
the fertility of the foil : the richer the land 
the greater the diftance. In thele furrows 
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I would lay the cane fets, and cover them 
by drawing mould over them by negroes 
with hand-hoes : let us fuppofe the rows 
equally diftant four feet afunder. As foon 
as the plants were a foot high, 1 would run 
a Berklhire (him, the cutting plate three 
feet wide, through the intervals j it fhould 
cut about two inches deep, in order to cut 
down the weeds, and loofen the furface of 
the land : at the fame time the rows fhould 
be hand-weeded. But if the foil was 
ftoney, inflead of the Berklhire, theKentifh 
fhim fhould be ufed, which has three tri- 
angular fhares inftead of one flat one in the 
other. 

Thefe operations fhould be repeated often 
enough to keep the foil loofe : when the 
plants were come to that point of growth 
that made earthing proper, I would run a 
double-winged plough, the mould-board 
of which extends or contradts at pleafure, 
through each interval, the wings fo ex- 
tended as jufl to throw a furge of mould 
along the roots of the plants. Such a 
plough will perform that work better than 
any hand-hoe ; and by thus earthing once 
or twice, after other operations of horfe- 
hoeing, the well tilled earth of the inter- 
vals, after being well mixed and intimately 
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uhited with the dung, would be thrown to 
the roots to fupply them with nourilhment 
as their growth demanded it. 

After a trench was thus opened in the 
middle of each interval, I Ihould go in with 
fhims that took a narrower cut, in order 
to keep pulverizing the interval till the 
growth of the canes Ihut out the horfes. 
After the crop was cut in the ufual man- 
ner, another great advantage would arife ; 
by laying them in bundles on the top of 
every third or fourth ridge, carts conftruft- 
ed fo as the wheels Ihould fpread eight feer, 
and go each in a trench with the horfes in 
that between them, the carts would be ad- 
mitted to every part of the plantation with- 
out doing the lead injury to the flools or 
roots of the cane : it is upon this fyftem 
that farmers in England carry cabbages. 
See. from off wet lands in winter without 
poaching. Another benefit arifing from 
thismodeof culture, would be the following 
operation. After the plantation was clear- 
ed, I Ihould widen the wings of the double 
plough, and palling it through every in- 
terval, throw a ridge of mould over the 
cane Itools, covering them up, which with 
fuch an implement is very cafily performed, 
and very completely in the etfedt : this 
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practice, performed with hoes at a great 
expence, has in feveral of our iflands been 
found excellent j confequently this com- 
pendious way would do it in a manner 
much fuperior, and at a twentieth of the 
expence. 

If any confiderate perfon reflects upon 
this fyftem, in comparifon of the method 
of hand-work now in ufe, which is cer- 
tainly the mod expenfive conduit that is 
known in any part of the world — he will, 
I am confident, allow that the faving of 
expence would be prodigious, and the cul- 
ture at the fame time performed in a man- 
ner far fuperior. The objections that will 
be made to it (for what plan was ever 
thought of, againft which objections could 
not be ftarted ?) I can eafily fuppofe may 
be numerous. Thofe which I have heard, 
that carry any appearance of reafon with 
them, are the following. 

Firft, that the number of mules, &c. 
which would be necefiary, could not be 
kept without a greater expence than the 
prefent number of negroes. I muft be al- 
lowed to deny this, as a circumftance per- 
fectly incredible : let it be remembered, 
that moft of the planters are obliged to keep 
very large herds of cattle merely for the 
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purpofe of making dung, why not there- 
fore let a larger proportion of them be 
draught cattle for the purpofe of tillage ? 
A well-fed bead that works will make as 
good dung as a bead that does not work ; 
but granting that a larger dock of cattle 
would be neceflary, the quantity of dung 
raifed would be proportioned, and that ad- 
vantage, where dung is fo valuable, would 
go far to pay the extra expence. But why 
not appropriate a larger part of the edate 
to the production of food for cattle ? I do 
not apprehend there is any part of the 
world in which cattle pays fo well, and 
the want of food is rather owing to the 
negligence of the cultivator than denied by 
the climate. Cane tops at one feafon af- 
ford the mod luxuriant fupply in the world 
— and dacks of them are made by way of 
hay, which yield a plenty through fome 
months : the leaves of Indian corn are alfo 
made the fame ufe of, and found of high 
advantage : but the returns made in Ja- 
maica by Scotch grafs, as they commonly 
call it, the greater panic grafs, is prodi- 
gious. The quantity of its produce exceeds 
that of any other fodder whatfoever, and 
yields in value a produce to the amount 
fometimes of fifty or fixty pounds an acre. 
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When fuch ample products are to be had, 
with the aflidance in many parts of Ja- 
maica of large favannahs or meadows, and 
barley, peafe, and beans imported from 
North America at a very moderate price, it 
mud furely be evident enough, that any 
quantity of cattle might be kept for the ad- 
vantageous purpofe of fubdituting horfe or 
mule tillage for that of hand-work — and 
the profit attending the practice would cer- 
tainly be immenfe. 

But let us fuppofe the expence attending 
cattle greater than it really is, are we to be 
allowed nothing in thefavingof negroes,that 
mod expenfivetnodeof labour? Two mules 
or oxen, and one man with a fhim will do 
more work in a day than twenty good ne- 
groes ; but who will be fo hardy as to af- 
fert, that the former can pofiibly cod the 
planter as much as tbelatter : in the earthing 
up the plants three mules or oxen, a double 
mould-board plough, and two men, will 
do more work than thirty-five negroes. In 
the preparation of the field a plough, two, 
three, or four mules, and one or two men 
will, fuppofing the depth of tillage the 
fame, perform more work than an hundred 
negroes; but they will not be able to go 
the depth at all, and therefore the fuperi- 
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©rity is the greater : if a lefs depth is ftirred, 
the plough, or a wide (him of four feet, 
would do a proportionate quantity of land. 
Now can any perfons be fo fenfelefs or pre- 
judiced, as to fuppofe that the faving in 
negroes would not infinitely more than pay 
for the increafe of expence in cattle ? 

Secondly, it is objected that the nature 
of the climate is fuch as will not admit of 
the tillage and horfe-hoeing I have recom- 
mended j that the rains are fo amazingly 
impetuous, and the fucceffive fun-fhine fo 
powerful, as to bind many foils into a hard 
cement, which could not be wrought by 
the tools I have defcribed : but in anfwer 
to this, I appeal to >the common fenfe of 
every underfhnding perfon, whether horfe- 
work will not prove more effectual than the 
weak exertion of the negroes hoes ? The 
harder the foil is bound, the lefs able are 
they to make an impreflion on it : if the 
land was like a baked hard trodden path, 
the hoes would be ufelefs j but no turn- 
pike road in England is too hard to be torn 
in pieces by horfe-work. But the aflertion 
is not true ; cane grounds fo hard as to be 
difficultly worked by horfe-hoes, would be 
in fuch order as none but a floven could 
bear ; the crop would be nothing ; it is a 
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plant that requires as loofe friable a foil as 
any other, and always in that condition : 
ftiff foils mull be rendered open with much 
dung and compoft ; and a foil that is well 
manured can never bind in any climate. 

As to fuch degrees of baking as really hap- 
pen, finall variations in the horfe-hoeing 
would anfwer : I would, for inftance, be 
provided with a fcarificator or plough of 
coulters alone to] fpread two or three feet 
of ground, and cut it into ftripes, which 
would deftroy all that caking of the fur» 
face which the objection fuppofes, and 
which would prepare it for the other oper- 
ations I have propofed. Another tool pro- 
per to be provided with is a fpiky roller, 
weighing feveral tons, about eight feet , 
long, for working the fallow j and alfo a 
fmall globular one to work in the trenches 
of the intervals between the rows of canes j 
thele three inftruments would effectually 
anfwer all fuch objections as this. 

Thirdly, it is anfwered, that the dif- 
tances of the rows neceffary for the admif- 
fton of the horfe-hoes I have defcribed 
would be too great for the production of a 
full crop of canes ; — I am fenfible that the 
majority of planters fet their canes in the 
promifcuous method, at nearer diftances 
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than I have fuppofed ; but let me obferve, 
that fuppofing fuch pradtice judicious and 
neceffary, yet is it no objection to my fyf- 
tem, fince I could horfe-hoe wherever the 
negroes could hand-hoe. Englifh farmers, 
upon much the fame principles, aflert, that 
four or five bufhels of beans fhould be fown 
broad caft: over an acre, and the men after- 
wards to hoe amongft them as well as they 
can j this affertion, in oppofition to the 
Kentifli culture of that vegetable, is like 
quoting the ideas of the common Jamaica 
planters in anfwer to my argument. The 
moment the growth of a vegetable is 
known, every perfon, the leaft converfant 
in the different modes of hufbandry, muff 
be able to decide at once whether the borfe- 
hoeing mode is well calculated for its cul- 
ture ; and when the fugar-cane is deferibed, 
that is a ftrong reed, an inch diameter, and 
from four to eight feet high, will they not 
laugh at promifeuous planting and hand- 
hoeing which, comparatively fpeaking, is 
like hand-hoeing a grove of oaks. The ar- 
ticle of culture known in England which 
mod refembles fugar, is beans, and all our 
farmers who cultivate that crop to confi- 
derable profit agree, that the drill and 
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,horfe-hoe is the only mode which can be 
attended with great fuccefs. 

And here I (hall Inake a few remarks on 
the conduit of the Jamaica planters in the 
management of their negroes, which may 
very juftly be ranked among the errors of 
their hufbandry. 

In the account I gave of the culture of 
tobacco and rice by negroes, I had occafion 
to obferve, that the flock of Blacks was 
there kept up by natural increafe ; and 
that the planters were all in the method of 
talking their Haves ; that is, they allotted 
them a portion of work every day, which 
the overfeers attended to fee well done, but 
never exacted a larger portion of labour. 
The management of Jamaica is very dif- 
ferent : no talk is there fet, confequently 
the men know no end of their labour ; they 
are followed throughout their work by the 
lower overfeers with whips, exadtly in the 
fame manner as horfes are in England, or 
if there is a diffe-ence, it is that the ner 
groes are more hardly ufed. The confe- 
quence of this fyftem is feen in the de- 
creafe of the flock ; fo that a plantation in 
Jamaica, which employs one hundred 
Haves, requires an annual fupply of feven 
to keep up the number. This deftrudtion 
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cannot be owing to climate, becaufe the 
coaft of Guinea is very fimilar, and the 
heat is never oppreflive to them ; it is ow- 
ing merely to exceflive work and bad 
tifage. Nothing can be clearer to common 
fenfe than the evidence of this fadt. 

The expences, profit and lofs of the fu- 
gar culture in this ifland have never been 
laid before the public with the lead degree 
of accuracy ; I have, by making repeated 
enquiries among Jamaica planters and a- 
gents, gained many particulars, which will 
enable me to give a very fatisfadtory efti- 
mate, and fuch as, I am clear, will yield 
more information than has by any other 
perfon been publifhed. 


Calculation of a confiderable plantation in 
Jamaica. 

£■ 

600 acres of land purchafed at i il. per acre, 6600 


Two windmills, - - 1000 

Refervoir, &c. - - 260 

Boiling-houfe, coppers, &c. - 1350 

Curing-houfe, - - 460 

The ftove, &c. - - 180 

The ftill-houfe, &c. - - 180 

Sheds, - - - 90 

Stab'es, cattle-pens, &c. - 230 


Manfion and three other houfes, 1600 


Implements of all forts exclufive of fixtures, 
1 0 negroes at an average of 1 20I. 


-5350 

500 

1200 


Carried over, £. 13,650 
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Brought forward £. 13,650 
167 negroes at 50I. - . . 8,350 

100 head of cattle, 15I. ... 1,500 

100 ditto at 1 ol. - . . 1000 

30 mules at 25I. - - . ’« 5 o 

loofwine, 15s. - . ~ 75 


One year’s expence. 

} 650 


£• 25.32s 


Overfeer, managers, drivers, clerks, 
agent, farrier, &c. 

9 negroes, 

Expences on 1 77 ditto at 3!. 

Repairs of buildings, 

Wear and tear. 

Cattle, 

Lumber, 

Taxes, 

Sundries, 


Intereft at 5 per cent. 


450 

53* 

200 

100 

150 

200 

100 

1*9 


2,5*0 

£- 27,825 
' ■ *>39* 

£• 29,216 

If borrowed in Jamaica, the intereft will be 8 per cent. 

Produdt. 


400 hogfheads of fugar of various fizes, but at 
an average of 1 5I, 

Rum, 270 hhds. 


6,000 

2,434 


Expence. 

Sundries as above, 

Profit, - _ 

which is 2oI. 6s. per cent, on 29,2 j 61. 


£• 8,43+ 

2,500 

5.934 

This 
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This upon a very moderate average : the 
intereft per cent, will vibrate from 15 to 
30 j and the planter, if he is very fkilful, 
will carry this 20 to 25 at leaftj but he 
mull in either cafe refide on the fpot. And 
here it is necelTary to remark, that lefs 
intereft for a capital cannot be fuppofed in 
a climate highly infalubrious to European 
conftitutions, and which is expofed to the 
mod dreadful accidents of earthquakes and 
hurricanes : fome allowance, indeed, is 
made for thefe in the preceding calcula- 
tions, but fi’ch cannot be adequate, and ex- 
cludes articles of entire deftru&ion : that 
the intereft is not lefs, we may alfo judge 
from the planters refiding in England, leav- 
ing their eftates to the management of a- 
gents, &c. and yet making from four to 
ten per cent, of their capital, according to 
their conduft and fagacity, which, all things 
confidered, is a great proof that the culture 
mult be very profitable. And I fhould fur- 
ther obferve, that if more enlightened ideas 
were introduced into the modes of culti- 
vating the cane, the profit would be far 
more confiderable $ I have no doubt but 
40 per cent, on the capital might be made 
with as much or more eafe than 25 at pre- 
fent. And the reader fhould note in this 
cafe of the fugar culture in Jamaica, as 
7 well 
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well as in all the branches of husbandry oil 
the continent, that the part of the capital 
employed in the purchafe of the eftate pays 
as great intereft as the reft of it, which is 
employed in the cultivation j an advantage 
no where to be met with in Europe. If 
aperfon engages in hulbandry in England 
he may make a good profit on his farm- 
ing, but as to the purchafe of his eftate he 
will not make above 2 ~ or 3 per cent, by 
it. Upon the whole I am inclined to be- 
lieve, that the agriculture of fugar might 
be, of all other branches, the moft profit- 
able j and fo it ought, for men who facri- 
fice themfelves with fuch fortunes, in fuch 
a climate, ought furely to make a larger 
intereft of their money than if they were 
employed in their native, or fome whole- 
fome climate *. 

Befides fugar, this ifland produces fome 
other ftaples which are or might be of very 
great importance. Among thefe cotton is 
a confiderable article, the export amount- 

* Since this was written a New Hiftory of Jamaica 
has appeared, which makes the intereft 10 per cent, 
that is, 6 for intereft paid, and 4 for the planter ; but 
that this is very inadequate, every perfon, on refle&ion, 
muft allow, for the planter mull very foon be in gaol : if 
the circumftance of planters refiding in England, and 
making 6 per cent, be confidered, it will certainly be al- 
lowed, that on the fpot it ought to be 20. 
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ing to about 2000 bags j coffee, but no- 
thing like what the French make in their 
iflands j pimento ; mahogany ; cocoa was 
once a very great article, but it has much 
declined j indigo was once the ftaple of the 
ifland, but the attention now given to fu- 
gar has rendered all other articles of but 
fmall comparative account. 

The following is an account of their exports. 


48,515 hogfheads of fugar at 15I. - 727,825 

Rum and melaffes, - - 433 » 59 * 

Cotton 1626 bags at iol. 15s. - 17,479 

Coffee 220 calks, - - 2,342 

Pimento 438,000 lb. - * 15,632 

Mahogany, - 17,858 

Sundries, as logwood nicarago, fuftic, Iig -1 
um vits, cocoa, ginger, canella, or win- { 
ter’sbark, peruwian bark, balfams, indigo, f 3 2 > l 4 ° 

aloes, hides, ftaves, drygoods, bullion, See. J 


Total, * 1,246,868 

This is a prodigious fum for an ifland to 
produce, the cultivated part of which does 
not exceed three or four hundred thoufand 
acres ; but as the whole contains four 
millions, it ought to be a fpur to our go- 
vernment to remedy the monftrous evil of 
fuch a proportion of it remaining wafte : 
much is certainly incapable of culture, but 
the tradts of fine foil which would yield 

* Political EJfay;, p. 286. 

Cugar 


Digitized by Google 



144 American HbsBANDRtf. 

lugar, and the yet greater trads which 
might be moft profitably applied to the cul- 
ture of other ftaples, are fo many nuifances 
to the public, which deferve the moft fe- 
rious confideration : the monopolies of 
waftes are infinitely detrimental, and ought 
not only to be guarded againft in future, 
but even remedied in paft. 

Settlements might be made moft advan- 
tageoufly upon the lands in this ifland not 
yet granted away, if not for the culture of 
fugar, at leaft for thofe of other ftaples, 
fuch as cotton, indigo, cocoa, &c. which 
require fmall capitals, and would prove 
very profitable. A little management in 
government would bring fuch culture into 
more repute, and fpread it through thofe 
wafte trads which are fuch a reproach to 
the nation. 

There have of late years been a few very 
important improvements made in particu- 
lar fpots ; but thefe, though refieding great 
honour on individuals, are not of fuch ex- 
tent as to remedy the evil of fo large a por- 
tion of the ifland remaining uncultivated. 
Among thefe one deferves particular at- 
tention j it is the improvement Mr. K — 
wrought. 

That gentleman purchafed a fwamp for 
a thoufand pounds, which was at the time 

of 
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of his purchafe reckoned a very large price 
for it : his firft work was to furvey- it care- 
fully in order to mark out the drains that 
would be neceflary to lay it dry. Having 
performed this with as much accuracy as 
poflible, he cut a main drain, through the 
center of the fwamp, into a navigable river, 
wide enough for canoes to pafs and repafs j 
by properly diredting this drain, he found 
fo much immediate fervice from it as to 
give him the greateft hope of fuccefs ; this 
was a very heavy and expcnfive work to 
him, for at the time that he firft planned 
the defign of a drain, he had his eye on the 
convenience of a navigation in the future 
cultivation of the land. 

When this main cut was finiftied, he 
began crofs cuts, through the fwamp on 
each fide the main drain and communicat- 
ing with it ; thefe were of a fomething lefs 
dimenfion, but yet fufficient for navigat- 
ing, and as faft as they were finifbed the 
fwamp became nearly dry, and to appear- 
ance found lan'd : but this was rather* de- 
ceitful, for upon the fubfidence of the fur- 
face of the fwamp he found it neceflary to 
fink all his drains, which was a work of 
much trouble and expense. 

Having completed a confiderable part of 
the draining, he eredled fugar works, with 
V ol . 11 . L all 
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all the neceflary buildings, upon the mofl 
convenient fpot for that part of thefwamp. 
which was firft dry, purchafed negroes, 
and all things neceflary, among which, 
however, cattle made but a fmall article. 
In this refpedt he made a wonderful ufe of 
his navigable crofs cuts j by multiplying 
them from crofs to crcfs he made them fully 
anfwer all the purpofes of roads, and inter- 
vals between the divifjons of the cane 
grounds : thus every article of carriage in 
the plantation was by this means transfer- 
red from negroes and mules to boats, even 
to that of the bundles of canes to the 
mills, 6cc. This contrivance rendered very, 
few cattle neceflary : refpeding the objed: 
of railing manure, for which fo many 
planters are obliged to facrifice many other 
interefls, this gentleman, from examining 
the foil of the fwamp accurately, found it 
of fo fertile and promiflng an appearance, 
that none would be necelfary for many 
years, as the land looked as if the canes 
would rather be too luxuriant in their 
growth than not enough fo j but as healfo 
knew that fuch a quality is continually on 
the decreal'e after the land becomes culti- 
vated, he made an ample provilion for cat- 
tle, by bringing into tillage with the plough 
fome of the larger diviflons, and fowing 

them 
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them with Scotch grafs (panic), and other 
plants, fo that the profitable part of cattle- 
keeping might at any time be praCtifed, 
without the expence of fupporting them 
merely for their work and dung ; there is 
no part of the -world in which cattle for 
provifions anfwer better than in Jamaica : 
this fyftem therefore was anfwering every 
beneficial purpofe that could be wifhed. It 
was executed by degrees as the other works 
went on. 

When drained, the foil of the fwamp 
was found to be a light hazel mould inclin- 
ing to a peat, about eighteen inches deep, 
on a bed of {tiff loam five feet deep, and 
under that a white clay : nothing could 
fhew greater figns of inexhauftiblc fertility 
than the experiments made with feveral 
plants on the firft divifion that was com- 
pletely drained. 

The firft eftabhfhment for the purpofe 
of planting was that of too negroes, with 
all the buildings requifite, and which was 
began before the firft work of draining was 
in all parts finifhed. Nothing could exceed 
the crop which was reaped, and contrary 
to expectation the fugars proved of a very 
fine grain. Every working hand made 
three hogfheads, which was a produce that 
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is but rarely met with. Every year, for 
fix fucceffve ones, Mr. K -— — increafecfc 
bis ftock of negroes confiderably, and the 
produce did not fail him in any one of 
them ; fo that the immenfe receipts from 
his plantation repaid him' part of the ex- 
pence of his drainage : when it was finifh- 
ed,three hundred negroes more were thrown 
to planting, and the fugars they made were 
fuppofed to exceed in quantity per head 
thofe of any other plantation in the ifland. 

Upon this great fuccefs attending the 
undertaking, many perfons were defirous of 
purchafing parts of the fwamp in order to- 
convert them in like manner into fugar 

plantations ; but Mr. K was defirous 

of having only one trouble with the whole, 
and offered it to file to any perfon or per- 
lbns that would bargain for the whole pur- 
chafe. The event of the affair is perhaps 
the mod extraordinary inftance of improve- 
ment that was ever known : the whole, 
that is land, buildings, negroes, &c. were 
fold for ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND POUNDS. 

This vaft fum was to be paid by inftall,- 
ments, bearing interefl 8 per cent, till paid. 
In the valuation the land was reckoned a£ 
60I. an acre, and the negroes at 60I. each-, 
^one with another. The following account 

iSr 
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is not abfolutely accurate, but the particu- 
lars are not far from the truth. 


Produce of the fale, - 
Profit on the planting, after the improvement, 
during fev«n years, ... 


£■ 

100,000 

32,000 

/■ 


Total receipt, £. 132,000 
Purchafe, - - jf. 1000 

Drainage, -expence in negroes, & c. 27500 
Buildings, - - 13000 

Negroes, ... X4700 

Implements, - - 2080 

Cattle and fumkies, - - 7500 

65,78* 


Clear profit, - - 66,220 

It is very much to the honour of this 
lenfible gentleman that he had fagacity e- 
nough to underftand the advantages which 
might be made by draining fuch a fwamp: 
his plan, before the execution, was treated 
as a vifionary lcheme by all the old planters, 
who laughed at the project, and foretold 
the ruin of the undertaker. The work 
turning out fo fuccefsfully will have moft 
beneficial confequences : there are other 
fwamps in the ifland equally acceflible, of 
the fame foil, and as eafily to be drained ; 
all which circumftances are clear from the 
almoft immediate rife in the price of fuch 

lands upon the fuccefs of Mr. K ; 

and fome other undertakings of the fame 

L 3 kind 
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kind have been begun, from which there is 
reafon to expert a funilar fuccefs. 

Improvements of this and other kinds 
are more wanting in Jamaica than in any 
of our other iflands, for here we have the 
largeft territory we poflefs in the Weft In- 
dies. Not above a fourth of this ifland be- 
ing patented, and not a fourth of that 
fourth under any fort of culture, ought to 
inftigate men to more activity, and a more 
acute examination of the diftrids in this 
ifland, which have been hitherto rejected 
or negleded. Doubtlefs there are many 
extenfive trads among them, which might 
be applied to fugar, if planters would, like 
the gentleman who executed the above im- 
provement, apply to railing that commo- 
dity in new methods, varied and adapted 
to circumftances in the foil and fituation 
not ufual in the old plantations. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXX. 

BARBADOES. 

Climate — Soil — Productions — Exports — 
Obfervations on the culture of Ju gar in 
Barbadoes. 

T HIS little ifland, defervedly one of 
the moft famous in the world, is 
fituated in 13 degrees north latitude: 
it is about twenty-five miles in length, 
and in breadth fourteen, containing one 
hundred and forty fquare miles, land by 
fuppofition 100,000 acres. The climate is 
in fome refpefts preferable to that of Ja- 
maica, and in others inferior : the face of 
the country on the coaft is higher and more 
free from low grounds and fwamps, much 
of it being quite walled with rocks; this 
makes the air drier, and conlequently 
healthier ; but the nights are hotter from 
the want of the land breeze, which in Ja- 
maica is owing to the mountains, and Bar- 
badoes having none cannot po fiefs this ad- 
vantage; but upon the whole, the climate 
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is reckoned fuperior to that of the other 
iOand. 

The foil is generally a light hazel loam, 
of a dark or reddifh colour, with excep- 
tions for differ trads ; it is in every fpot of 
the ifland capable of bearing fome valuable 
product or other j contrary to Jamaica, 
every inch being under cultivation. Of 
their produds, lugar is the grand article ; 
indigo they dill cultivate ; ginger is a very 
good ai tide j they have fome cotton and 
pimento. Among their other produds 
they reckon oranges lemons, citrons, pome- 
granates, pine apples, guavas, plantains, 
cocoa nuts, Indian figs, prickly pears, me- 
lons, &c. In general, the produce of the 
ifland is as rich as any other in the Weft 
Indies. 

✓ 

The great value of it to this country will 
appear clearly from the progrefs of its trade 
and export. In 1650, which was only 
twenty years after its firft fettlement, it 
contained between 30 and 40,000 white 
inhabitants, and a yet larger number of 
blacks. Upon the Reftoration the colony 
granted 4’- per cent, duty on its exports 
towards maintaining the forts and fortifi- 
cations, but which has been Ihamefully 
mifapplied to other purpofes. 

It 
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It is very remarkable, that the people of 
this ifland fpent forty years in railing indi- 
go, ginger, cotton, and tobacco j and then 
learqt of the Portugueze at Brazil the art 
of planting the fugarcane, and this acqui- 
fition in no longer fpace than ten years to— 
tally changed the face of affairs in the 
ifland : the planters who were before in but 
low circuinftances, became remarkably 
wealthy. 

In 1676 the ifland was at its meridian $ 
by a calculation that was made with great 
exadnefs there were then found in it 

50.000 white people of all forts, and 

80.000 negroes : this was a degree of po- 
pulation truly amazing. The author of 
the European Settlements in America juftly 
obferves, that Holland itfelf, or perhaps 
even the beft inhabited parts of China, were 
never peopled to the fame proportion ; and 
Dr. Campbell remarks, with equal truth, 
that never any colony of ours, or any other 
nation, was fo populous as this : and to make 
this ftill clearer to an Englifh reader, wefhall 
obferve, that Barbadoes is rather lefs than 
the county of Rutland, the fmalleft county 
inEngland,and that according to thejhighefl 
computation, the number of people in 
that county in 1676 did not exceed 20,000. 

But 
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But this may be made ftill clearer by com- 
paring that whole illand with this in point 
of extent ; for if England and Wales taken 
together confift of near forty millions of 
acres, then if they were as populous as 
Barbadoes, they ought to contain fifty mil- 
lions of people — whereas Sir William Pet- 
ty, w ho was a very able man in computa- 
tion, and is thought not to have underva- 
lued this country, but rather the contrary, 
never reckoned the people higher than eight 
millions, which fhews what a vaft difpro- 
portion there is between the peopling of 
the two countries. But to proceed farther 
ftill ; the fame great man alferts, that in 
Holland and Zealand, which are looked 
upon to be the bell peopled countries in 
Europe, there are a million of fouls inha- 
biting about as many acres ; and confe- 
quently it appears from hence, that even 
this country was not fo well peopled as 
Barbadoes. 

At prefent the number of whites are 
computed to be near 30,000, but the flaves 
amount to about 100,000. About the fame 
time that the population was at its height, 
l'o alio was its wealth. In the year 1661 
King Charles II. created on the fame day 
thirteen baronets in Barbadoes, none of 

them 
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them having lefs than one thoufand pounds, 
and Tome of them ten thoufand pounds a 
year. At this time their trade a&ualiy 
maintained four hundred fail of (hips, one 
with another of 150 tons ; their annual 
exported produce in fugar, indigo, ginger, 
cotton, &c. amounted to upwards' of 
350,0001. and their circulation cafh at 
home was 2oo,oool. Thefe are fadts that 
may be depended upon, that deferve in 
every refpedl thegreateft confideration, and 
that plainly demonflrate at once the great 
value of- this ifland, and the prodigious 
confequence of our plantations in ge- 
neral *. 

Let us exclude all that accrued from Bar- 
badoes to the people of England before the 
Reftoration, and eflimate its produce from 
1660 to 1760 at 1 6,oco hogfheads of fu- 
gar, which make 12,000 ton annually, and 
omitting entirely the rum or fpirits, me- 
lafles, cotton, ginger, aloes, and all the 
other commodities of the ifland, eftimating 
this at 20 1. a ton, it will amount to 
240,000 1. per ann. or 24,000,000 1. in the 
courfe of the century either gained or 
faved to this nation, which, coniidering 


* Harris's Voyages, vol. ii. p. 256. 
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that Barbadoes is not bigger than the IJle 
of Wight , muft appear a moll amazing 
fum ; and yet in proof of the modefty of 
this computation it would be eafy to name 
a very intelligent author, who before the 
clofe of the laft century affirmed, that no 
lefs than thirty millions had been gained 
by our poffeffion of Barbadoes at the time 
he wrote. But though his zeal might pof- 
fibly carry him a little too far then, there 
is not now the' leaft room to queftion that 
the very beft judges, by which is to be un- 
derftood thofe who are bell verfed in thefe 
kind of things, and who alfo beft under- 
ftand this trade, would more readily con- 
cur in fixing the amount of our profits dur- 
ing the period before affigned,at thirty than 
at twenty-four millions *. 

As to the prefent produce of this ifland, 
the following is the beft account we have 
had. 


Sugar, 20,266 hogfheads, at j 5I. 

Rum and melaffes, ' 

Sundry articles, fuch as ginger, cotton, in- 
digo, fweetmeats, aloes, caflia, 


£■ 

303.990 

203,992 

30,000 


£■ 537.982 


* ConfuJerations on the Sugar Trade, p. 27. 

But 
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But in this account is included all the 
rum that can be made from the total of 
melafles : I think that article too high : if 

100.0001. is allowed for rum, the total will 
amount to above 400,0001. a year. The 
cuftom-houfe books for 1763 make the 
Britifh imports from this ifland above 
300,000!. if to this North America is 
added, the total, probably, would be as 
large as above mentioned. 

Confidering that the export of only 

400.0001. a year amounts to 4I. annually 
for every acre in the whole ifland, and as 
towns, roads, water, rocks, &cc. which: 
yield no produce mud neceflfarily reduce 
the 100,000 acres confiderably, it would 
amount probably to 4I. 10s. upon the cul- 
tivated part of the foil : and confidering 
further that a large portion of the food of 
the people, both whites and blacks, is 
raifed upon the ifland, and alfo that the 
planters are obliged to keep many cattle,, 
the principal part of whofe fubfiftence 
grows there, it will be evident that a large 
part of it is applied to other ufes befides 
yielding the exported produce : further 
confidering that a third part of all the cane 
grounds is fallow every year, and it will 
then appear that the part of the ifland adtu- 
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ally yielding exportable produce is fmall 
in companion of the whole, I fhould not 
imagine that more than 25,000 acres 
in that fituation, confequently the produce 
per acre is 15I. But whatever produce is 
taken, moft certainly agriculture never flou- 
rilhed in any country in the world equal- 
ly with what it has done here : for many 
years it has been on the decline, not in the 
value of its produce, for that is as great as 
ever, but in the quantity of it : in the lafl: 
century they made, it has been aflerted, 
more fugar than at prefent, confequently 
the real product of the ifland was once 
greater even than the above account : it is 
the rife in the prices of their commodities 
that has kept up the total value of their pro- 
ducts. But let me fiightly remark, that I 
recoiled no particular accounts of the ex- 
ports in the lafl; century, which fhews 
any decline at prefent even in the quan- 
tity. 

Relative to the culture of the fugar-cane 
in this ifland, there is no material difference 
between their method and that defcribed 
under the lafl article. But the Barbadoes 
planter labours under greater difficulties 
and larger expencts. The foil of the iflanff 
has been to long employed in yielding 

crops. 
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crops, that it requires more dong than the 
freth grounds in Jamaica ; it is not worn 
out, as many fuperficial writers have af- 
ferted, for a good foil never wears out j 
bad management in the culture of fugar, 
as well as in any other branch of culture, 
will exhauft the foil, and it will be inferior 
till good management reftorcs it. But as 
long as the planters conduit themfelves 
upon rational principles they will find the 
produce of their ifland great as ever. As 
to the fertility of frefh lands, it is exhauft- 
ed much looner than commonly imagined : 
planters are too apt to take liberties with 
l'uch land, and pour in a fucceffion of crops 
in bade to reap the benefit of the goodnefs 
of the land, without giving it fufficient reft, 
or changing their iyftem : when this is the 
cafe, the fertility of new lands is gone in 
ten or dozen years, and they will be even 
inferior to neighbouring tradts that have 
been in culture a century, but managed 
upon good principles. 

In thefe there is nothing of greater im- 
portance than manuring ; this they under- 
lland very well in Barbadoes, where every 
planter keeps confiderable flocks of cattle 
merely with a view to the dung they raife 
him. They confine them to pens, in which 

they 
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they are fed, that all their dung, urine, 
and wade of food may be retained in a bed 
of marie, which they fpread in each pen j 
at certain feafons they mix the heap well 
together, and find it a mafs of manure ad- 
mirably calculated for the improvement of 
their land j fuperior even to what a fimilar 
quantity of dung alone would be. This I 
attribute to the marie retaining the juices 
of the dung, and parting with them gra- 
dually to the roots of the fucceffive crops. 
Nor has the fun (which in this hot climate 
is a material point) near fuch power to ex- 
hale the beneficial parts of the manure when 
united with an abforbent earth, as it has 
upon dung alone. 

The great difficulty of the planters is in 
fupporting cattle fufficient for the purpofe 
of railing the requifite body of manure : 
the fmallnefs of the ifland, which is fo 
crammed with people, denies them the ex- 
tenfive favannahs or meadows which they 
poflefs in Jamaica j their crops of Scotch 
grafs are not near fo great, nor have they 
the land to fpare for it of the right fort ; 
their dependance therefore is principally on 
cane-tops and the leaves of Indian corn, 
both which they feed with green, andalfo 
make into large ricks in hay. But if they 

would 
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Would be perfuaded to cultivate lucerne* 
they would furely reap great benefit from 
it in the lupport of their cattle, than which 
they have no objedt more eflential. The 
length of the root would fecure the plant 
from the fun, probably when its beams 
were mod violent, and afford, through the 
heats of fummer, frefh crops of green food 
every month regularly for the cattle : this 
is what they mod want, for at that feafon 
all their grafs is burnt up, and, contrary 
to the pradice of colder climates, the fum- 
mer is the feafon for feeding with dry fod- 
der, and the winter that for green. Lu- 
cerne therefore would prove of the highefl 
advantage to them. 

Another article in their management, 
which might be much improved, is the ar- 
rangement of their grounds for crops : the 
cane grounds they keep under canes for 
ever, with only the afliflance of fallow and 
dung. But on the contrary, the canes 
fhould be planted by turns on all the lands 
of a plantation : fometimes a field fhould 
be under grafs ; fometimes yams, plan- 
tains, garden plants, cotton, indigo, &c. 
&c. at others fallow j and at others under 
canes, &c. This change of crop would 
be of great fervice, the canes would in the 

Vox.. II* M fuccef- 
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Aicceffion have the advantage of what may, 
to them, be called frelh land j and lefs 
dung would do than when they are planted 
always in the fame fpot. 

Nothing hardly is more profitable to a 
planter than yams, potatoes, and plan- 
tains j and thefe three crops have the fame 
effcdt in .meliorating the foil and preparing 
it by their (hade, for exhaufting crops, as 
potatoes, clover, peafe, &c. have in Eng- 
land : nothing therefore can be better ma- 
nagement than to make a change of pro- 
dudt the foundation for fugar. Let grafs 
lands, when of a proper age, be broken up 
for thofe roots, &c. and let the roots be 1 
fucceeded by canes $ after canes, other fta- 
ples, corn, &c. then fallow, and upon that 
canes again, then grades, &c. By means 
of fuch a fyftem the food for cattle would 
be much increafed, all the lands of an eftate 
kept in good order, the grafles l’uperior to 
the common ones, and the canes from fuch 
a change would yield more plentifully. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXXI. 

LEEWARD I S L A N D S. 

Antigua — St.ChriJlopber's — Nevis — Mont - 
ferrat — Barbuda — Anguilla — Climate 
— Soil — Products — Exports — Agricul- 
ture — ObJ'ervations . 

A NTIGUA, orAntego, asitisfome- 
times written, lies in 16 degrees M 
minutes north latitude. It is circular in 
its form, being about twenty miles in dia- 
meter and fixty in circumference, contain- 
ing about 70,000 acres of land. The cli- 
mate is inferior to that of Barbadoes, be- 
ing hotter, and is reckoned more fubjedt to 
hurricanes. Only a part of it is yet clear- 
ed, being in many places covered with its 
original woods j a circumftance to the be- 
nefit of the prefent planters in many re- 
fpedts. The face of the country in one re- 
fpedl is very Angular ; there is neither a 
brook, rivulet, or fpring in the whole 
ifland, which obliges the inhabitants to de- 
pend on artificial ponds, cifterns, and re- 
fervoirs of water for all their ufes. Threaten- 
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ing as this was originally, experience has 
removed the difficulties which flowed from 
it, and they have been able to fupply them- 
felves very regularly with this neceflary of 
life. 

The foil of the ifland is generally fandy, 
but not therefore infertile j on the con- 
trary, there are nowhere more flourishing 
fugar plantations to be met with than in 
this ifland j for there is a loamy mixture 
in the fand which keeps it from burning ; 
and the reddifh earths, though fandy, are 
found excellent cane lands. The produce 
of the ifland has been thus ftated : £. 

15,500 hhds. fugar at 1 5I. - 232,500 

Rum, - - - 63,933 

Sundry articles, ' - - 10,000 

£• 3 o6 >433 

Thefe fundry articles are ginger, a little 
indigo and tobacco, fruits and othfer things, 
common in all the iflands ; but the quan- 
tities are but fmall, and I fhould rather 
think 1 0,000 1. too great an allowance for 
them. We have no ifland in the Weft In- 
dies, Jamaica and the ceded ones except- 
ed, that is capable of fuch improvement 
as Antigua : indeed the induftry of its 
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owners has carried their agriculture to a 
much greater height than it was ever ex - 
peded they would attain ; for the time was 
when Antigua fugars could find no market 
in Britain, but were fold at low prices to 
Hamburgh and the North. A very great 
change has been made fince, for at prefent 
we do not often fee finer mufcovado fugar 
than comes from this ifland. The improve- 
ments to be made are principally thofe of 
bringing into culture the lands yet wafle 
or underwood ; mofl of which, it is not 
doubted, but will produce good fugar, per- 
haps from frefhnefs fuperior to the old 
plantations; if this meafure was well ef- 
feded, we fhould annually receive from 
Antigua 20,000 hogfheads of fugar, and a 
much greater quantity of rum would be 
made than is at prefent, proportionably to 
the quantity of fugar. 

St. Christopher’s is fituated in 17 deg. 
25 min. north latitude; it is about feventy- 
five miles in circuit, yet are there not in it 
above 24,000 acres of land that can ever be 
brought to yield fugar, for part of it is co- 
vered with very high mountains. The foil 
is remarkable for producing the fineft fu- 
gars in the Weft Indies ; it is a light, ha- 
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zel mould on brick earth, of a furprifing 
fertility, which foil is juftly fuppofed to be 
of all others the beft for producing fugar. 
The climate is as agreeable and temperate 
as any other ifland in that hot latitude. The 
products are, 

£■ 

io,ooohhds. of fugar at 1 5I. ahhd. 150,000 


Rum, 


- 

- 

41,250 

Sundries, 


- 

- 

7,000 


Total, £. 198,250 

X have had an account of a fmall planta- 
tion in this ifland given me, which it is 
proper to introduce here. It is as follows. 
One hundred and ten acres of land, only 
part of which is fit for fugar, with a fmall 
manflon, one mill, and a proportioned fett 
of buildings, coppers, &c. were purchafed 
about five years ago for the fum of £. 

3200 

Paid for the implements, &c. at the fame time, 1 1 3 

For 47 feafoned negroes at 62I. a head, * 2914 

For cattle, &c. - - 640 

£■ 6867 

The gentleman who made the purchafc 
left it to the management of an agent, who 
alfo had the care of fome other plantations. 

He 
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He has generally fhipped him 60 hogf- 
heads of fugar a year, and 26 hogfheads of 
rum. 1* s. d. 

60 hdds. fugar at 1 5K - - 900 o o 

26 rum at 9I. 234 o o 

Total receipt, - * - 1134 00 

DeduSl. 

Intereft of 6867I. at 5 per cent. 343 0 o 
Agent’s bill of charges, - I55 10 o 

998 10 o 

Neat proceeds, - - - 135100 

Hence it appears that the planter in Eng- 
gland gains only 2 per cent, for his money 
more than he may be fuppofed to pay for 
it, or 7 per cent, which for a fecurity any 
ways hazardous, and that of every planta- 
tion is much fo, muft be reckoned mifer- 
able intereft for his money. This, how- 
ever, is not owing to the fault of fugar, but 
of agency: plantations that are left to the 
conduit of agents and overfeers, generally 
turn out fo. There is reafon to believe from 
this inftance, as well as many others, that 
greater extortioners are hardly to be met 
with than Weft India agents, attornies, 
and overfeers, who generally take fuch ad- 
vantage of the diftant refidenceof their em- 
ployers as to make thofe eftatcs carry the 
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worft afped, which ought in fad to be 
highly valued. But it is farther curious to 
fee the profit they allow their mailers, 
which is juft calculated to prevent their 
felling their eftates, when themfelves lhall 
borrow money in the ifiands at 8 and 
even 9 per cent, to throw into a bufinefs, 
from which they remit the owners no more 
than 7 ! The truth is, planting fugar upon 
the fine foil of St. Chriftopher’s will, with 
proper management, pay from 25 to 35 
per cent, for the money employed ; but 
then refidence is neceflary ; for as to living 
in Londbn by agriculture in the Weft In-? 
dies, it is an impradicable fcheme to unite 
fuch contraries with profit. 

St. Chriftopher’s was many years ago in 
a very thriving condition ; as may be ga- 
thered from the fale of the French lands 
in the ifland, after the ceflion of their part 
of it at the peace of Utrecht, produced fq 
large a fum, that the princefs of Orange’s 
marriage portion of eighty thoufand pounds 
was paid out of it. 

Nevis is fituated fo near St. Chrifto- 
pher’s as to be feparated from it only by a 
narrow channel •, it is about fix miles a- 
profs, and near tvventy in circumference $ 

for 


Digitized by Google 



American Husbandry. 169 

for want of the high lands of St. Kitt’s, the 
climate is not fo good, nor is the foil rec- 
koned quite equal to it ; yet is this fmali 
ifland inhabited by 5000 whites and 12,000 
blacks ; a great number for fo little afpot, 
and thews how completely cultivated mod 
of it muft be. Its produce is, 

£• 

6000 hogfheads of fugar at 1 5I. 90,000 

2000 hogfheads rum at 9I. - 18,000 

Sundries, - - 3,000 

Total, J[. 111,000 


The ifland of Montserrat lies in 
north lat. ; it is about nine miles long, and 
nearly of the fame breadth. There is no 
part of the Weft Indies that is more healthy 
or agreeable than this little ifland. There 
are fome high mountains in it which cool 
and refrefh the air by a land-breeze ; and 
thefe being at the fame time well covered 
with tall cedar and other. wood, the fhade af- 
forded is delicious, as well as the profpedl 
it yields lovely. The vallies are extremely 
fertile, yielding all the Weft Indian produc- 
tions in perfe&ion ; and they are at the 
fame time well watered. The number of 
Whit? inhabitants in the ifland is about 
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4500, and the flaves 1 2,000. The product 
is about 3500 hogfheads of fugar j but it 
is on the improving hand both in popula- 
tion and product. 

£■ 

3500 bogfheads at 15L - 52,500 

1 1 1 o hogfheads rum at 9I. - 9,900 

Sundries, . - - 1,500 


Total, JT. 63,900 


Barbuda lies in 17 deg. 30 min. north 
latitude j it is about fifteen miles long. 
The climate is not equal to that of Mont- 
ferrat, from the lownefs of the lands. The 
foil is very fertile, yet the inhabitants have 
not gone upon fugar ; this has not been 
from any defied in the foil, climate, or fitu- 
ation, but has been owing to that degree 
of cuftom and habit which are fo apt to 
govern mankind. Long after our firft fet- 
tling this ifland the native Caribbees re- 
mained in it, and more than once burnt 
and plundered the new fettlements *, this 
deterred every body from ereding and efta- 
blifhing fiich expenfive and hazardous works 
as thofe for fugar ; but after the natives 
were carried off the ifland, this motive 
ceafed, and the condud (hould have ceafed 

like- 
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^ikewife ; but the people being got into 
the courfe of common husbandry, they 
knew not how to quit it : the beft part of 
the ifland was in hands who, from their 
eafe and comfort of their life, would not 
part with their farms, which excluded new 
comers from introducing fugar* and thus 
has the ifland continued to the prefent 
time applied almoft entirely to raifing corn 
and provifions, principally the breeding of 
cattle. The neighbourhood of the fugar 
iflands, with whom alone they have any 
connection, affords them a certain and 
good market for every thing they have to 
fell. The number of people in the ifland 
is about 1 500, among whom are very few 
negroes. The property of the ifland is in 
the Codrington family, the head of which 
puts in a governor at Barbuda, having the 
fame prerogatives the other lords propri- 
etors in their feveral jurifdiCtions in Ame- 
rica. Their anceftor, colonel Chriftopher 
Codrington, governor of Barbadoes, who 
dying in 1710, gave two plantations in 
Barbadoes, and part of this ifland, valued 
in the whole at 2000I. per ann. to the 
fociety for the propagation of the Gof- 
pel, for the inftruCtion of the negroes in 
Barbadoes, and the reft of the Carribbee 

iflands 
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iflands in the Chriftian religion, and for 
eredting and endowing a college in Barba- 
does. This great man was a native of Bar- 
badoes, and, as has been well obferved, for 
a great number of amiable and ufeful qua- 
lities both in public and private life, for 
his courage and his zeal for the good of 
his country, his humanity, his knowledge, 
and love of literature* was far the richeft 
produ&ion and moft fliining ornament Bar - 
badoes ever had. 

I before obferved, that the people of 
Barbuda addidled themfelves to breeding 
and feeding cattle, and raifing corn. Their 
meadows are fome of them very fine ones, 
abounding plentifully with thofe grafl’es 
which in the Weft Indies are found moft 
profitable : their herds are not large, from 
the divifion of property, but very nu- 
merous : having many cows and young 
cattle, horfes and affes, for breeding mules, 
fome ftieep, and particularly fwine j the 
products of America are peculiarly adapted 
for rearing and feeding hogs ; moft of the 
trees yield plenty of maft ; the leaves of 
many of their fucculent vegetables do well 
for them, and the produfts of roots much 
exceed any thing in Europe. An acre of 
potatoes and yams in Barbuda will yield as 

much 
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piuch as three or four acres of potatoes in 
England. Their method of planting them 
in this ifland is thus : they plough the land 
three times, and then carrying on fuch 
manure as they have, mark the field by 
line into ftripesof five feet broad ; on each 
fide the line, at thediftance of eight inches 
from it, they lay a row of potatoe fetts, 
and as they proceed cover them with earth, 
taken with fhovels from the fpaces between 
the lines. Planters lefs attentive will do 
the fame work without lines, but then 
their land is far from having any neat ap- 
pearance. As the crop grows they keep 
earthing it up in the fame manner, quite 
through the fummer ; and when they take 
up their roots, they do it with fpades or 
forks : as to the produce, I have been af- 
furcd they fometimes get from one acre of 
land up to fifty-three or fifty-four tons, 
and that from thirty-five to forty are 
common crops. It is eafy to conceive what 
a fource of profit fuch produds muft be, 
where potatoes bear a conftant price, as 
they do all over the Weft Indies; and to 
what advantage the people of this ifland 
may breed fwine upon the very offal of fuch 
crops. 

The 
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The way of life among the farmers of 
Barbuda rcfcmbles that of the little free- 
holders in New England ; thefe alfo hav- 
ing the property of their farms, feldom 
renting them from others. Each man has 
his comfortable dwelling, and his well in- 
clofed fields around it, a fine grove of trees 
for flielter, his orchard and garden filled 
with delicious fruits, his meadows for his 
herds, fome lands for Indian, called here 
Guinea Corn, and others for roots, &c. 
Confidering the valt plenty which hufban- 
dry in fuch a climate yields of almoft every 
thing, it may truly be faid thefe little far- 
mers lead a life very much fuperior to that 
of their little brethren in Europe. 

Anguilla is fituated in 18 deg.i2min. 
north latitude ; it is thirty miles long by 
ten broad, and is in every refpedt too fine 
an ifland to be left in the condition we fee 
it. There are not above 800 people in it, 
who are to be divided into two dalles ; one 
a fet of induftrious farmers (like thofe of 
Barbuda), among whom there was a few 
years ago one or two fugar works, and the 
other a fet of lazy people who live like In- 
dians, purfuing no other occupation than 
that of tending a few herds, and living on 

them 
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them and the fpontaneous fruits of the 
ifland. It is very remarkable, and indeed 
is a circumftance of curiofity, that there 
is no government in this ifland, every head 
of a family being truly a fovereign, and 
yet the fettled part of the inhabitants live 
in peace and fecurity, notwithftanding the 
wandering clafs, who know neither law 
nor gofpel. This feems a great contra- 
diction ; but fo it is. 

The farmers in this ifland principally fol- 
low the planting Indian corn, in which 
they have good fuccefs, and fell confider- 
able quantities of it to the fugar iflands : 
their crops are reckoned very good : they 
alfo plant fome tobacco, which, after neg- 
lecting for many years, they have lately 
taken up again, but the quantity is not 
confiderable. Great improvements might 
be made, if a deputy governor was fixed 
here with a regular civil government ; 
which it has been apprehended would 
draw people of property to make pur- 
chafes in the ifland, with a view to plant 
fugar ; for there are large traCts of land 
in it of a fine fandy loam, of a reddifli co- 
lour, which refembles the brick earth of 
Jamaica, and which in its fertility in 

the 
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the produ&ion of fuch crops as the peo^ 
pie plant, thews how excellently it would 
do for fugar. The fcarcity and dear- 
nefs of land in our iflands make it the 
more furprifing that this has never been 
done. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXXII* ■ 

CEDED ISLANDS* 

Dominica — St. Vincent — Granada — -fobagS 
—Importance of thefe ijlands — fheir pro ■* 
duce — Improvements - — Obfervations. 

B Y the peace of Paris we procured the 
ceffion, or rather the confirmation, of 
our right to thefe iflands j the degree of 
merit that treaty pofTefles on this account 
does not turn on the value of thefe acqui- 
fitions, but on our degree of right to them 
before •, and as that enquiry is not connect- 
ed with the fubjedt of this work, I fhall 
difmifs the idea of it ; but proceed to de- 
fcribe them, as well as the imperfedl ac- 
counts we have had will allow, with thd 
afliftance of fuch private information as I 
have been able to gain, fome of which has 
been valuable, 

Dominica lies in 15 0 30' north lat. be- 
tween Martinico and Guadalupe ; it is 
twenty-eight miles long by thirteen 
broad, and in circumference about ninety: 
it is fuppofed to be about twice as large as 
Barbadoes. The air, except in fome places 
Vol. II. N that 
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that are marftiy and overgrown with wood, 
is generally reputed wholefome. There is 
no doubt but when the ifland is cleared it 
will, like the reft, become ftill more 
healthy, or at leaft more agreeable to Eu- 
ropean conftitutions. The face of the 
country is rough and mountainous, more 
efpecially towards the fea fide, but within 
land, there are many rich and fine vallies, 
and fome large and fair plains. The de- 
clivities of the hills are commonly gentle, 
fo as to facilitate their cultivation, and the 
foil almoft everywhere a deep black mould, 
and thence highly commended for its ferti- 
lity by the Spanilh, Englifh, and French. 
It is excellently well watered by at leaft 
thirty rivers, fome, and particularly one of 
them is very large and navigable for feveral 
miles, and the reft very commodious for 
all the purpofes of planting. Hogs, both 
wild and tame, are here in great abun- 
dance, as well as all forts of fowls, and 
ground provifions, fuch as bananas, pota- 
toes, manioc j none of the iflands produce 
better. Their fruits alfo are excellent, and 
the fettlements, which however were not 
numerous, which the French made upon 
the ifland, flouriflaed very much, and pro- 
duced fugar, cotton, coffee, cocoa, and 

moft 
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tnoft of the articles common in the Weft 
Indies *. 

Since it has come into our poffefllon, a 
confiderable progrefs has been made in cul- 
tivating it : many trads of lands have been 
purchafed, and fugar- works ereded on 
them. Infomuch that in 1763, only a 
year after the peace, the export from the 
ifland to GreatBritain amounted 1046,21 il. 
17 s. 9 d. a very confiderable fum for fo 
fhort a time after the poffefllon. Since 
that time the produds have increafed con- 
fiderably, fo that at prefent it is one of the 
moft beneficial iflands we have; infomuch 
that laft year its exports amounted to above 
two hundred thoufand pounds. 

St. Vincent lies in the fame atitude as 
Barbadoes, at the diftance of only thirty 
leagues. It is from north to fouth twenty 
miles long, and in breadth about twelve 5 
the circumference being about fixty miles. 
It is fomething larger than Antigua. The 
Warmth of the climate is fo tempered with 
the fea-breezes, that it is looked upon as 
very healthy and agreeable, and on the emi- 
nences, which are numerous, the air is ra- 
ther cool. The foil is wonderfully fertile, 


* Conftderations on the Nature of the Spgar Trade. 
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though the country is hilly, and in fome 
places mountainous. But amongft the for- 
mer, there are fome pleafant vallies, and 
at the bottom of the latter, fome fpacious 
and luxuriant plains. No ifland of the 
fame extent is better watered with rivers 
and ftreams, yet are there no marlhes nor 
ftagnant waters. There are here great 
quantities of fine timber, and excellent 
fruit trees, fome peculiar to this ifland. It 
abounds with wild fugar-canes, corn, rice, 
and all forts of ground provifions. In the 
fouth part of the ifland, where the French 
have raifed fome fpacious and flourishing 
fettlements, they have coffee, indigo, co- 
coa, anatto, and fome very fine tobacco. 
They have likewife abundance of cattle 
and poultry, and fend from thence lignum 
•vita and other kinds of timber to Marti- 
nico, where they were employed in build- 
ing houfes and in their fortifications. We 
may collect, that if this country was tho- 
roughly and regularly cultivated, it would, 
in refpedt of its produce, be very little, if 
at all inferior to any of the iflands that we 
already poffefs. 

But there is one circumflance very capi- 
tally in disfavour of this otherwife excel- 
lent ifland, which muft not be overlooked; 

it 
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it is the number of native Indians and free 
negroes that are in pofleflion of it. In the 
year 1735 it appeared, by an authentic re- 
port that was then made to the government 
of Barbadoes, that according to the beft in- 
formation, which could be at that jundture 
obtained, there were about fix hundred 
French, four thoufand Indians, and fix thou- 
fand negroes in St. Vincent’s : it is, however, 
faid, that the numbers have fince been much 
decreafed, owing to a cruel war breaking 
out between the Indians and negroes, 
which lafted for many years *. 

Several reafons have been brought to 
Ihew, that fo far from efieeming thefe prior 
inhabitants a difadvantage, we ought to 
reckon them a valuable acquifition. But 
fuch arguments are far enough from being 
founded in fadt or experience. The author 
of the Confiderations fays as much on this 
head as can be faid j but in fpite of all that 
can be advanced, pradtical men know well 
enough, that till an ifland is clear of In- 
dians and free negroes, no l'ugar can be 
planted to advantage. The infiance of 
the Jamaica negroes proves this, rather 
than contradidts it, as may be feen by any 
perfon, who refledts on the immenfe lofles, 

* Confiderations , idc. 
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expences, and trouble it cofl that ifland 
not to extirpate, but make a peace with a 
handful of men ; and the example of the 
French proves the fame thing, for though 
no ifl.tnd can be more favourable in foil and 
climate to fugar, than St. Vincent’s, yet 
did they not, though at peace with both 
Indians and negroes, venture upon that 
culture; confining themfelves to provifions 
and other articles that required little ex- 
pence. But if this reafoning fhould not be 
jfacisfadlory, what are we to think of the 
tranladlions now going on in this ifland, 
which in the violation of the natural rights 
of mankind are of fuch a hue, as to have 
brought on the enquiry now before parlia- 
ment* ? It fhews plainly enough, that the 
ifland was of no worth while poflefled even 
in part by the natives, and that in order to 
render it valuable, means had been taken 
which it is to be feared will make but a bad 
appearance in the face of day. 

The ifland of Granada lies in 1 1 deg, 
30 min. north latitude, the farthefl: to the 
fouth of any of the Antilles. It is upwards 
of thirty miles long, and about half as many 
broad, being feventy-five in circumference. 
It is twice as large as Barbadoes, and con- 

* This was written at the time of the enquiry into 
ffis affair of St. Vincent's. 
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tains one third as much land fit for culture 
as is to be found in Martinico. The cli- 
mate, as may be fuppofed from the lati- 
tude, is very hot, yet is it refrefhed by the 
fea-breeze ; it is well known to be as 
wholefome as any other ifland in thefe 
parts j notwithftanding the fever which 
has gone under the name of this ifland, but 
which is owing to the thicknefs of the 
woods, and of courfe declines every day. 
The feafons, as they are flyled in the Weft 
Indies, are remarkably regular; the blaft is 
not hitherto known ; the inhabitants are 
not liable to many difeafes that are epide- 
mic in Martinico and Guadaloupe ; and, 
which is the happieft circumftance of all, 
it lies out of the trail of the hurricanes, 
which, with refpeil to the fafety of the 
fettlements on fhore, and the fecuritv of 
navigation, is almoft an ineftimable be- 
nefit. 

There are in Grenada fome very high 
mountains, but the number is fmall, and 
the eminences fcattered through it are in 
general rather hills, gentle in their afcent, 
of no great height, fertile, and very capa- 
ble of cultivation. But exclufive of thefe, 
there are on both fides the ifland large traits 
of level ground, very fit for improvement, 
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the foil being ahnoft every where deep, 
rich, mellow, and fertile in the higheft de- 
gree, fo as to be equal in all rel'pe&s, if 
not fuperior, to that of any of the iflands in 
the Weft Ind ies, if the concurrent tefti- 
monies both of French and Britifh plant- 
ers may be relied upon. The former in- 
deed have conftantly, in their applications 
to the French miniQry, infilled, that this 
might be very ealily made one of the moft 
valuable, though hitherto it has remained 
the weakeft and the worft fettled of all their 
colonies. It is perfectly well watered by 
many ftreatns of different fizes ; there are 
alfo fmaller brooks running from moft of 
the hills. The great produce of the coun- 
try before our cultivation in it, and indeed 
partly fince, is a prodigious variety of all 
the different forts of timber that are to be 
. met with in any of the Weft India iflands, 
and all thefe excellent in their refpe&ive 
kinds fo that whenever it comes to be to- 
lerably cleared, vaft profits will arife from 
the timber that may be cut down, and for 
which markets will not be wanting. Cat- 
tle, fowls, and provifions, are in the utmoft: 
plenty. But the diftinguifhing excellency 
pf Grenada does not lie fimply in its great 
fertility, or in its fitnefs for a vaft variety of 
6 valuable 


Digitized by Google 



American Husbandry. 185 

valuable commodities, but in the peculiar 
quality of its foil, which gives a furprifing 
and inconteftible perfection to all its feveral 
productions. The fugar of Grenada is of a 
fine grain, and of courfe more valuable than 
that either of Martinico or Guadaloupe. 
The indigo is the fineft in all the Weft In- 
dies. While tobacco remained the ftaple 
commodity, as once it was of thefe iflands, 
one pound of Granada tobacco was worth 
two or three that grew in any of the reft. 
The cocoa and cotton have an equal de- 
gree of pre-eminence. For fome years be- 
fore it came into our hands, the French 
planters in this ifland fent home twelve 
thoufand hogfheads of fugar annually, be- 
fides coffee, cocoa, and a large quantity of 
excellent cotton. Yet it is generally al- 
lowed, that never one half of the country 
was properly fettled that might have been 
obtained, if the inhabitants had been bet- 
ter planters, and had been alfo better fup- 
plied with Haves. An Englifh gentleman, 
who has had great opportunities of know- 
ing, thinks as much fugar is raifed here as 
in Barbadocs, which is not at all impof- 
fible, though it did not find a regular paf- 
fage to France. The Grenadines run from 
the fouthern extremity of the ifle of Gre- 

, nada ; 
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nada j they are twenty-three fmall iflands, 
capable of cultivation, the foil being re- 
markably rich, the climate pleafant, and 
all the neceffaries of life, as fad as they are 
fettled, eafily obtained. According to the 
fentiments of the bed judges, large quan- 
tities of indigo, coffee, and cotton may be 
raifed upon them, nor are they at all unfit 
for fugar. Befides thefe, there are five 
larger iflands, generally comprehended un- 
der the title of the Grenadines, Cariona- 
cou, Union, Cannouan, Mojkito ifland, and 
Bequia, called by the French Little Marti- 
nico. The firft is of a circular figure, fix 
or feven leagues in compafs } it has been 
reprefented, by thofe who have vifited it, 
as one of the fined and mod fruitful fpots 
in America j the foil remarkably fertile, 
and from its being pervaded by the fea- 
breeze, the climate equally wholefome and 
pleafant. It is covered with valuable tim- 
ber, interfperfed with rich fruit trees, and 
when fettled and cultivated is capable of all 
kinds of improvement j and it has alfo the 
advantage of as deep, capacious, and com- 
modious an harbour as any in the Weft 
Indies. Union is three leagues long. Can - 
nouan is three leagues long, and one and an 
half broad. Mojkito is three long and one 

broad. 
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broad. All of them very pleafant and fer- 
tile iflands. Bequia is the largeft, being 
thirty-fix miles in circumference, confe- 
quently larger than Montferrat : the foil is 
equal, if not luperior to any of the reft, but 
it has little frdh water, and abounds with 
venomous reptiles *. 

As a ftrong proof that thefe reprefenta- 
tions were well founded, I fhall remark, 
that Grenada and its dependencies fent 
home in 1763, to the Britilh market, only 
fugar and other commodities, to the a- 
mount of 206,8891. which tallies extreme- 
ly well with the above mentioned produdt 
of 12,000 hoglheads of fugar. St. Kitt’s 
produces 10,000, and its total export 
198,2501. confequently 12,000 muft at 
leaft be equal to 206,889 1 . Since that time 
our people have made a wonderful pro- 
grefs in planting this ifland : many very 
capital plantations have been eftablifhed by 
gentlemen in England of the largeft pro- 
perty, and the fuccefs which has attended, 
and is daily attending, fuch as refide on 
their eftates in thisifiand, and at the fame 
time underftand the bufinefs of planting, 
ftiews clearly that in a few years this wijl 
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be one of the moft valuable fettlements we 
bave in the Weft Indies. I have been fa- 
voured with an account of one plantation, 
which I Ihall lay before the reader, as in 
feveral points it is very fatisfa&ory. 


Purchafe of 350 acres of land for canes (200 
cleared) and 95 of woodland in the hills for 
railing provifions, &c. 

Manlion and one fet of buildings, 

Utenfils, ... 

200 negroes at 56I. on an average. 

Cattle, . - 


| 2,560 

2,600 

480 

11,200 

320 


£. 17,160 


One year's expence. 


Expences on 200 negroes, 
overfeers, 4I. a head. 
Repairs of buildings, 

Wear and tear. 

Cattle, 

Taxes, 

Extra charges, * 
Supply of negroes. 


including J 



800 


90 

100 

40 

86 

460 


i,6e8 


£- 18,768 


Produdt. 

89 hogfhcads fugar, at 19I. * - - 1,691 

70 at 18). - - - - 1,260 

276 at 15I. « - - 4 »J 4 ° 


7,091 

200 hhds. of rum, - * 1,800 


Carried over, 8,891 
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Brought forward, JT. 8,891 
Timber and fundry articles, - - 75 

Total, - ' mm £' 8,966 

Annual expence, - 1,608 

Annual profit, * - 7,358 

This is near 39 per cent, intereft of the 
capital, but it was drawn up from the par- 
ticulars of an extraordinary year : while 
the pofleflor was on the plantation himfelf, 
he made near 27 per cent, fince he has 
been in England, his neat produce is only 
9 per cent, a frelli inftance of the lofs at- 
tending any perfon pofl*e£Gng eftates in the 
Weftlndia iflands without living upon them.' 

There is a very great error in the cul- 
ture of the new lands in this ifland, which 
is the clearing them of wood in fuch a man- 
ner as to exclude the ufe of the plough : 
this has been the cafe with all our iflands, 
but the new fettlers in Granada have, 
through an eagernefs for profit, left the 
flumps fo thick that no plough can be 
ufed ; and even for hoes, by the accounts 
I have received, the inconvenience muft be 
great. It is much to be regretted that they 
will not beflow a little extra expence upon 
this article in their firft undertaking, and 
at the fame time determine upon intro- 
ducing 
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ducing horfe-culture in every branch of 
their agriculture where it is practicable. 
Another circumftance of confequence, and 
which demands equal attention, is their 
making free with the fertility of the frefh 
lands fo much as our planters are too apt to 
do i the confequence of which will be, ex- 
haufting them in a few years, and then 
they will be in a worfe ftate than if the foil 
under good management had not been of a 
comparable richnefs. 

Tobago lies a little to the fouth-eaft of 
Granada j it is thirty-two miles long, and 
about nine broad, being feventy miles in 
circumference $ it is rather larger than Bar- 
badoes. The climate, though it lies only 
eleven degrees and ten minutes north from 
the equator, is not near fo hot as might be 
expedted, the force of the fun’s rays being 
tempered by the coolnefs of the fea-breeze. 
When it was firft inhabited, it was thought 
unhealthy, but as foon as it was a little 
cleared and cultivated, it was found to be 
equally pleafant and wholefome, which the 
Dutch aferibed, in a great meafure, to the 
odoriferous fmell exhaled from the fpice 
and rich gum trees, a notion borrowed 
from their countrymen in the Eaft Indies, 

who 
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who are perfuaded that cutting down the 
clove trees in the Moluccas has rendered 
thofe iflands very unhealthy. Another cir- 
cumftance which may recommend the cli- 
mate, is the ifland’s lying out of the track 
of the hurricanes. There are many riling 
grounds over all the ifland, but it cannot 
be properly ftyled mountainous. The foil 
is very finely diverfified, being in fome 
places light and Tandy, in others mixe4 
with gravel and fmall flints, but in gene- 
ral it is a deep, rich, black mould. Hard- 
ly any country can be better watered than 
Tobago, for befides fprings that are found 
in plenty all over the ifland, there are not 
fewer than eighteen rivulets that run from 
the hills into the fea •, but there arc very 
few or no morafles or marlhes, or any 
lakes, pools, or colledions of Handing wa- 
ters, which of courfe mull render it more 
healthy. It is covered with all that vaft 
variety of timber that is to be found in 
moft countries in the Weft: Indies, and 
many of thefe as extraordinary in flze as 
excellent in their nature. The fame may 
be faid with refped: to fruit trees, and a- 
mongft thefe there are fome that are pecu- 
liar to Tobago ; fuch, for inftance, as the 
true nutmeg tree, which the Dutch, who 

of 
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of all nations could not in that refpeCt be 
deceived, affirm to have found here. It is 
true, they fay, it is a wild nutmeg, that 
the mace is lefs florid, and the tafte of the 
nut itfelf more pungent, though larger and 
fairer to the eye than the fpice of the fame 
kind brought by them from the Eaft In- 
dies. The cinnamon tree grows likewife 
in this ifland, though the bark is faid to 
have a tafte of cloves as well as cinnamon. 
Here likewife grows the tree that produces 
the true gum copal, refembling that brought 
from the continent of America, and very 
different from what goes by the fame name 
in the reft of the Weft India iflands. All 
ground proviflons are produced here in the 
utmoft abundance, as well as in tbehigheft 
perfection. There is likewife plenty of 
wild hogs and other animals, together with 
great quantities of fowl, and an amazing 
variety both of fea and river fifti. In the 
tifne the Dutch were in poffeffion of this 
ifland, which was not many years, they 
exported large quantities of tobacco, fugar, 
caffia, ginger, cinnamon, faffafras, gum 
copal, cocoa, rocou, indigo, and cotton ; 
befides rich woods, materials for dying, 
drugs of different kinds, and feveral forts 
of delicious fweetmeats. We (hall here 

take 
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lake the liberty of obferving, that there is 
at leaft the higheft probability of our being 
able to produce all the valuable fpices of 
the Eaft Indies in this ifland. Cinnamoti 
is faid to grow in fome of the other Weft 
India iflands, and general Codrington had 
once an intention to try how much it might 
be improved by a regular cultivation in his 
ifland of Barbuda. It is univerfally allow- 
ed, that the bark of what is called the wild 
cinnamon tree in Tobago is beyond com- 
panion the beft in all the Weft Indies, and 
even ih its prefent ftate may be made an ar- 
ticle of great value. The bark when cured 
with care differs ftom that in the Eaft In- 
dies* by being ftronger and more acrid 
while it is frefh j and when it has been 
kept for fome time it lofes that pungency* 
and acquires the flavour of cloves. This is 
precifely the fpice for which there is a very 
confiderable fale at Lifbon, Paris, and over 
all Italy. This kind of fpice is drawn prin- 
cipally from Brazil, and the Portugueze be- 
lieve that their cinnamon trees were ori- 
ginally brought from Ceylon, while it was 
in their poffeflion, but that through the al- 
teration of foil and climate they are dege- 
nerated into this kind of fpice, and this 
may very probably be true : however, from 
Voi. II. O their 
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their fize and number it Teems to admit of 
no doubt, that the common trees adtually 
growing in Tobago are the natural produc- 
tion of that ifland, and the point with us 
is to know what improvement may be made 
with refpedt to thefe. The nutmeg £tree, 
as well as the cinnamon, is a native of this 
ifland : we cannot doubt of the fadt, that 
is, of the nutmeg’s growing here ; becaufe 
we find it aflerted in a book addrefled to 
M. de Beveren, then governor of Tobago. 
A man who had invented a falfebood would 
hardly have had the boldnefs to repeat it, 
not only to a refpedtable perfon, but to the 
perfon in the world who muft have the 
cleared knowledge of its being a falfebood. 
The nutmeg tree that naturally grows in 
Tobago, is in all probability as true, and 
may, by due care and pains, be rendered as 
valuable a nutmeg as thofe that grow any 
where elfe ; for the fadt really is, that 
wherever there are nutmegs, there are wild 
nutmegs, or, as fome ftyle them, mountain 
nutmegs, which are longer and larger, but 
much inferior in the flavour to the true nut- 
meg, and are very liable to be worm-eaten ; 
the point is to know how thefe defedts may 
be remedied, or, in other words, wherein 
the difference confifls between the wild, 

tafle- 
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taftelefs, and ufelefs nutmeg, and that 
which is true, aromatic, and of courfe a 
valuable lpice *. 

This idea, with other arguments to in- 
force it, too cogent to be overturned, are to 
be met with in the fame work, which it 
muft be confefled by every one is very well 
reflected, and drawn up with much can- 
dour and judgment : but unfortunately for 
the interefts of this country, they have met 
with no more attention than if the author 
had wrote concerning raifing fpices in the 
moon : it is near ten years fince he com- 
pofed his treatife, yet has not there been 
the leaft ftep taken towards making the ex- 
periment, though nothing can be more ob- 
vious than the defign, nor ^more eafy than 
the execution, of taking plants wild from 
the foreft, and trying what change a regu- 
lar cultivation will make in their flavour 
and nature. Our minifters have attended 
enough to felling the lands in thefe ceded 
iflands, but as to the national improvement 
of them, they have neither thought nor 
cared about it. Very much is it to be re- 
gretted, that fomething at the public ex- 
pence has not been done towards afcertain- 
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ing the degree of improvement which the 
native productions of thefe iflands are ca- 
pable of receiving. A very fmall public 
plantation for this purpofe, under the con- 
duct of an able botanift, would be fufficient 
for the experiment j nor can I fee any good 
objections to fuch a fcheme, upon the fcore 
of an expence which could hardly amount 
to more than a few hundred pounds a year. 

Dropping the idea of improvements, 
which we may be certain will, for want of 
public virtue, never be executed, it re- 
mains for us to remark, that the ceded 
iflands of St. Vincent, Dominica, Granada, 
and Tobago, are among the few principal 
acquifitions made by the late glorious war. 
Before the fuccefles of that war took place, 
it was a common complaint in our iflands 
that good fugar-land was fo fcarcc, that the 
produCt of that commodity was entirely at 
a ftand, while our rivals, the French, were 
making an amazing'progrefs, owing to the 
great plenty of excellent land at their com- 
mand : but the acquifltion of thefe iflands- 
has at lead lifted us from that flagnant fitu- 
ation, in which nothing but a dedinecould 
be expeCted ; the purchafe of land in thefe 
territories, and their cultivation, has ani- 
mated our people flnce the lad peace, and 
6 given 
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given them fome of that activity whichever 
attends advance : in commerce and politics 
no enemy is more to be dreaded than {land- 
ing flill. Had we not fecured thefc iflands, 
our ruin in the Weft Indies muft foon have 
followed, without the greateft dexterity of 
management, for France has made a much 
greater acquifition by gaining the Spanifh 
half of Hifpaniola in exchange for Louifi- 
ana j which is fuch an acquifition of valu- 
able territory in the Weft Indies, as we can 
never hope again to make. 

But while our rivals have fuch an advan- 
tage of territory, be it our aim to gain the 
afcendancy in induftry ; and that is princi- 
pally to be done in the quick and thorough 
cultivation of thefe iflands. Public ar- 
rangements ought to co-operate with pri- ' 
vate endeavours ; encouragement fhould be 
given to fettlers to plant thofe parts of the 
ifland which do not fell, which will of 
courfe be all the parts that do not poflefs 
every requifite for cane-grounds j but the 
climate is highly propitious to commodities 
as valuable asfugar: encouragement fhould 
be given to fuch fettlers to go upon coffee, 
indigo, cocoa, cotton, cochineal, and other . 
articles, fo that every part of the iflands, 
except thofe which it would be proper to 
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leave in wood from ruggednefs of fituation, 
might be brought into fome kind or other 
of profitable culture. With refpett to 
fpices, which certainly our India company 
might long ago have fecured in fome of their 
fettlements, fmall plantations, of the na- 
tive growths, (hould be made, in fpots fe- 
ledted for that purpofe, to fee what perfec- 
tion culture would bring them to ; we 
{hould probably, by this means, gain at 
lead: fome articles that would be ufeful and 
profitable in certain branches of our com- 
merce. The expencc would be fmall, th? 
benefit might be great. 
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CHAP, xxxur. 

BAHAMA ISLANDS. 

PROVIDENCE. 

Climate — Soil — Productions — Obfervations 
on their negleCled /late — Propofals for their 
improvement , 

T HE Lucayos, or Bahama iflands, arc 
fome hundreds in number, fome of 
them many miles in length, and others lit- 
tle better than rocks or knoles rifing above 
the water, which render navigation among 
them remarkably dangerous. They are 
feated in the fined climate of the world, 
between 21 and 27 deg. north latitude, 
which, though very hot on the continent, 
is in thefe iflands but another word for an 
almod perpetual fpring. The ifle of Ba- 
hama is in lat. 26 deg. 30 min. being a- 
bout 50 miles long, but very narrow. Pro- 
vidence is in 25 deg. it is 28 miles long, 
and 1 1 broad. Some of them are of much 
larger fizes than thefe, but not above three 
cr four inhabited : Providence is the feat 
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of government. In 1763, the imports to 
Great Britain were above four thoufand 
pounds from Providence. 

I before remarked, that the climate is ex- 
cellent in molt of them j of this I have been 
affured by a gentleman who fpent fome time 
among them during the late war: he added, 
that the heats were temperated in the very 
hotted: months by the fea breezes, and the 
number of the iflands furrounding, gave 
them more than an equivalent to the land- 
breeze, by generally fanning them with 
eddies and gales of wind. Nothing of that 
fuffocating heat which renders the Well In- 
dies fo pernicious toEuropean conftitutionsj 
and which ftri&ly confines the inhabitants 
to their houfes during the beft part of the 
day ; on the contrary, in July aqd Augufl: 
you m3y be out about any kind of rural 
fports or bufinefs without the leaft incon- 
venience. The healthinefs of the iflands is 
owing greatly to the drynefs of their foil : 
there is not a fwamp, a marlh, or a bog 
in any one that has been examined they 
are high, dry, hilly, or rocky fpots admir- 
ably watered with dreams, being in the ex- 
emption from bad water, and in the pof- 
fefiion of good, equal tQ any country in the 
known world. 

While 
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While the heats in fummer are fo little 
oppreflive, the fpring is a feafon too deli- 
cious to admit defcription, and the winter 
is entirely free from fnow or froft j the ten- 
dered fruits of the Weft Indies flourish 
throughout them, and are of flavour equal 
to what is tafted in much hotter climates. 
The uncommon healthinefs of the few in- 
habitants, proves how juft this reprefenta- 
tion of the climate is. 

Refpedling the foil, it is in moft of the 
larger iflands various, but every where ex- 
cellent. It confifts generally of a loamy 
fand, in fome places mixed with flints, and 
in others free from them : very confiderable 
tra&s are of a black rich mould, light, but 
of a putrid appearance, and of a good 
depth ; this is not found only in the val- 
lies, but along the Hopes of the hills to a 
great tratft of country through many of the 
iflands. The extraordinary growth to 
which all vegetables, cultivated and fponta- 
neous, arrive, is proof fufticient of the great 
fertility of this land. Among its produc- 
tions are to be reckoned fugar, cotton, in- 
digo of a remarkable fine quality, cocoa, 
ginger, pimento, wild cinnamon, pine ap- 
ples, guavas, bananas, plantains, oranges, 
Jcmons, citrons, &c. thefe valuable articles 

are 
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are either wild, or cultivated in gardens ; 
for the quantity in regular culture by way 
of plantation is very fmall, as may be 
judged by the whole produdt of all the 
iilands at the Britifli market being under 
five thoufand pounds, and in that fmall 
fum their cedar and other valuable timber 
make a confiderable portion. 

If the finenefs of the climate, and the 
richnefs of the foil be confidered, it will ap- 
pear felf-evident, that every article ufually 
cultivated in our Weft India ifles, might 
with a certainty of fuccefs be raifed here. 
Is it not therefore aftonilhing that they 
ffiould be left in fo negledled a ftate? That 
fo few enterprifing minds ffiould be found 
to undertake plantations in them : trails 
of land might here be chofen and had for 
no other expence than paying the ufual 
fees of office; whereas 6 ol. per acre for 
land not better, is a common price in our 
fugar iflands. That commodity might be- 
yond all doubt be cultivated to no fmall 
advantage, for it thrives luxuriantly in 
much more northerly climates; and if the 
advantage of plenty of land, with all forts 
of lumber on the fpot, with a profufion of 
provifions of all kinds, both for the flaves 
and cattle of a plantation ; if thefe circum- 

fiances 
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fiances are confidered, with the difference 
of having the land almofl for nothing, 
or paying 60 1. an acre for it — if thefe 
points are confidered, it will be fufficiently 
plain, that confiderable eflates might be 
made by fugar-planting in thefe iflands, as 
it is mofl certain that lefs crops than the 
produce of Jamaica and Barbadoes would 
pay better interefl for a capital here, than 
large ones there, all expences carried to 
account. 

But fuppofing that equal profit by fugar 
could not be made, which is much more than 
there is any neceflity to grant, why fhould 
they not be applied to indigo, cotton, vines, 
tobacco, &c. In thefe articles there has 
never been a doubt of the climate being 
hot enough — nor can any perfon doubt 
but they would yield larger crops than are 
gained of them on the continent. And a 
beneficial culture of thefe commodities, in 
fuch of the iflands as are capable of culti- 
vation, would bring into this nation an an- 
nual profit of one or two hundred thoufand 
pounds a year, without reckoning anything 
for fugar : but if the mofl was made of 
them that they are capable of, knowing 
people well acquaintied with them, have 
thought they would be worth half a mil- 
i . lion 
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lion a year to Britain ) inftead of produc- 
ing not five thoudnd pounds. 

The navigation, I am fenfible, of thefe 
iflands has always been reckoned very ha- 
zardous ; but this notion mull not be a- 
dopted in general ; when (hips have been 
driven in dorms among their rocks and 
fhoals, feveral have been wrecked, but as 
to thofe that have fleered regularly thither 
as their courfe, the navigation has never 
proved dangerous : there is a regular com- 
munication open by (hips often pafiing to 
and fro between Providence and Charles 
Town in Carolina, Philadelphia, &c- and 
alfo to the Leeward Iflands, not to fpeak 
of thofe which pafs between England and 
that ifland. And if the navigation is fre- 
quented for the fmall concerns of thefe 
iflands at prefent, and the few commodi- 
ties of value they export, fcrely by a parity 
of reafoning we may fuppofe, that if more 
valuable produdls were raifed, and in much 
greater abundance, the navigation would 
not then be objected to : if it is fufficiently 
fafe to induce (hipping now to frequent it, 
mod certainly they would then. Nor 
(hould 1 omit to remark, that the inhabi- 
tants on the few iflands that are at all peo- 
pled, are the mod dextrous feamen in all 

America j 
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America ; one principal branch of their 
employment is building floops and other 
fmall veffels, with which they carry on a 
traffic between the northern colonies and 
the fugar iflands, and export their own provi- 
fions in tolerable quantities to thofe iflands ; 
this makes them able navigators, and gives 
plenty of pilots for moil of the paffages 
and channels of their own Archipelago. 

But there is another view in which thefe 
illands may be conlidered, which though 
not effential, yet deferves mention : it is 
that of affording perhaps the moil agree- 
able and eligible retreat for men whofe ac- 
tive or variegated lives have taken off that 
relifli for the world which once actuated 
them j and to whom nothing appears with 
fuch charms as a profpeft of a fafe, ealy, 
and agreeable retreat. Or to men who 
from failures, Ioffes, difappointments, or a 
general want of income for living agree- 
ably in a wealthy, luxurious, and expenfive 
country, are defirous of fpending, at lead, 
fome years of their life in a retirement, 
where their little fortunes may be fufficient 
- for providing them with fuch enjoy- 
ments as their own country denies them : 
to any fuch, thefe iflands could hardly 

appear 
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appear in any other light but that of a pa* 
radife upon earth, which will plainly ap- 
pear, from confidering them with this 
view. 

In the firft place, here is an air and cli- 
mate perfectly unexceptionable, as healthy 
to an European conftitution as almoft any 
other part of America ; where the heats 
are never excefiive, and where fevere cold 
was never known : a clear ferene fky, 
and an atmofphere free from every fpe- 
cies of damps and fogs ; a foil as fertile as 
any in the world in the production of all 
the articles that form the necefiaries and 
fuperfluities of life, from bread to pine-ap- 
ples, and that in a profufion which fcarcely 
any other country experiences. In addition 
to thefecircumftances, here is further to be 
met with a plenty as remarkable of both 
fea and river fi(h, -with various forts of 
wild fowl and game : timber in every ifland 
for all the purpofes of building w'hethef 
houfes, or (loops and boats. And in point 
of agreeablenefs, many of the iflands a* 
bound in fituations which are equally pleaf- 
ing and romantic. There are in Mogane 
and fome others of them the fined (lopes 
of country that can be imagined. A wave 
of gentle but varied declivities from the 
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tops of very high hills, {helving down to 
a bold fea-ftiore ; in fome places fpread 
with open lawn, in others fcattered with 
open groves of tall trees, rivers winding 
in flopes, and in other places falling down 
the hills in cafcades, the whole bounded, 
generally by thick woods : fome of thefe 
fcenes take in the fpace of three, four, or 
fix hundred acres, and have from the (hip- 
ping the nobleft effedt imaginable. 

Where now can fuch pcrfons as I have 
mentioned, find a more eligible retreat 
than in fuch fcenes as thefe! Much more 
fo than the Bermudas Iflands, where 
there is a confined fociety, which in the 
nature of things muft be full of all the 
jars and bickerings of the world j 
and where the people are in too low 
a fphere of life to afford converfation 
pleafing or fatisfadlory to a man of any 
ideas. But the Bahamas are fo circum- 
ftanced, that a man may live in juft 
that degree of retirement he likes — that 
is, he may live entirely to himfelf, and 
come again into the world whenever he 
wi(hes for it. 


IMPOR. 


Digitized by Google 



208 American Husbandry* 


IMPORTANCE 

OF THE 

AMERICAN COLONIES 


T O 

BRITAIN. 

t 

CHAP. XXXiV* 

Principles upon •which colonies are ejlablifhed 
— How far anfwered by tbofe of Britain — ' 
Wherein their importance confjls — De- 
pends on climate— Obfervations. 

I N conducting the reader the tour of all 
our colonies, I have laid before him 
every circumftance that was neceffary for 
giving a complete idea of their agriculture; 
little has been faid of their commerce or 
of their manufactures, becaufe it was con- 
ceived, that it is upon the culture of their 
lands that the intereft of this country in 
America chiefly depends ; and becaufe the 
channels through which my intelligence 

came, 
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Came, principally afforded communications 

relative to .agriculture. Upon the general 
importance of the colonies there has been 
much wrote, and by able pens j but from 
the extravagance to which certain argu- 
ments have been carried of late, we may 
reafonably conclude, that clear ideas are 
not yet entertained, not fo much upon the 
importance in general, as the points upon 
which that importance principally depends. 
A very little difcriminatjon is. fufficient to 
convince us, that however well our beft 
writers agree in that general circumflance, 
they are far from attributing ejfedts to the 
fame cauffs. What 1 fhall chiefly attend 
to therefore in this chapter, will be to 
point out in what manner Britain reaps 
fuch great advantages by her colonies— in 
what degree it depends on their agriculture 
- — what variations there are in hufbandry; 
which are attended with correfponding va- 
riations in the intercft of the mother- 
country. In making this enquiry, I fhall 
be naturally led to clear up fome apparent 
difficulties, which the reader might remark 
in his progrefs through the preceding 
pages. 

There are three grand reafons for a 
country’s planting colonies. Firjl, afford- 
Vol.II. P ing 
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ing a national retreat to fuch perfons as will 
emigrate. Secondly, affording a retreat to 
the emigrants of foreign countries. Third- 
ly, railing the produdtions of climates dif- 
ferent from their own, and thereby faving 
the purchafe of fuch produdtions. 

As to the firft reafon, every one mult 
know that there is a certain degree of emi- 
gration at all times going on from all na- 
tions ; neceflity or private inclination will 
carry many people from one country to an- 
other, and very many of the number are 
indifferent where they go, provided it is 
from home — or to a country in which they 
can maintain themfelves better than at 
home ; if they go from Britain to France 
or Spain, thofe countries are proportionably 
flrengthened, and we are weakened •, it is 
therefore of particular importance to pro- 
vide a colony for fuch perfons, that they 
may not, by their emigration, add to the 
population of an enemy’s country, or that 
of a rival. For the fame reafon that makes 
this rule of condudt advifeable, it is alfo to 
be wifhed, that the emigrants from our 
enemies and rivals may make choice of our 
colonies, by which means, at the fame 
time that they weaken them, they flrengthen 
us. From the many favours nature has 
' - fhowered 
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fhowered down upon fome of our Ameri- 
can fettlements, we fee them reforted to by 
numbers of French, Dutch, Germans, 
Danes, Swedes, and Switzers, adding there- 
by greatly to the populoufnefs of the coun- 
try, and enriching Britain by their labour. 
The third reafon for forming colonies is no 
lefs cogent; countries in a northern lati- 
tude, like Britain, cannot raife either fu- 
gar, tea, coffee, wine, filk, tobacco, in- 
digo, cochineal, and many other articles } 
nor can their own territories yield a fuf- 
ficiency of hemp, flax, iron, timber, &c. 
all fuch commodities muft therefore be 
purchafed in the way of trade from other 
nations ; but if the import is large, the 
country is under a neceflity of exporting 
other commodities or manufactures in great 
quantities, or a confiderable balance mufl 
be paid in bullion, to the impoverifhment 
of the country : and in proportion to the 
import of fuch commodities, is the indus- 
try and wealth of other nations increafed at 
the expence of Britain. Hence the value 
of colonies that will provide us with fuch 
commodities, which fpares our taking them 
from foreign nations, which fell them to 
us not for bullion but for manufactures j 
and whofe increafe in people and wealth is 
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fo much added to the fcale of Britain, in- 
flead of that material dedudtion which the 
increafe of fome of our neighbours makes 
from us. This is fo evident, that it can 
fcarcely be contradi&ed with propriety. 

Here therefore we deduce, that the po- 
pulation of the colonies is an increafing 
weight in the fcale of Britain, and that their 
producing thofe commodities which the 
climate of Britain refufes, or which we 
cannot raife in fufficient quantity, is an ad- 
vantage of the firft magnitude. The ex- 
cefs to which the firfl may be carried in 
time, will be more properly examined, 
when I come to confider the probability of 
their independance. 

In the produ&ion of fuch flaples as Bri- 
tain cannot produce herfelf, there are fome 
circumftances which demand diftin&ions ; 
for the policy of colonization is one of the 
moft curious fpeculations that can be made 
in general politics. When the produ&s 
are raifed, (hould they be brought to Bri- 
tain in Britilh or American veilels ? Should 
the fame products be fold to other nations, 
and in what manner ? Should the colonies 
purfue other employments, fuch as com- 
merce, manufadlures, or fiflieries ? How are 
they to be reftrained? And in thefe que- 
ries 
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ries it is not to be fuppofed merely what 
a mother-country would wifh for — but 
what fhe would command, from the na- 
ture of her fuperiority. 

A wide field for difcufiion here opens it- 
felf, but having been fo mueh difcuffed by 
others, the lefs will fuffice from me. 

Two circumftances require equal atten- 
tion ; firft, preferving the natural and poli- v 
tical rights of the Americans ; and fecond- 
ly, the intereft of Britain : it is not necef- 
fary that either ihould be facrificed to the 
other, but then a fenfible and attentive con- 
duit is effential : things muft not be left 
to thejr own progrefs, but thrown by ar- 
tificial means into that train which is ne- 
ceflary for both. Colonies may naturally 
think themfelves entitled to the common 
privileges of railing what commodities they 
pleafe — felling them to whom they pleafe 
— navigating their veflels how and where 
they pleafe — and, in a word, ailing to all 
purpofesas a mother-country. But on the 
other hand, if all this is indulged, infteadof 
being colonies they are independant ftates, 
and a country can never have any intereft 
in planting and fupporting fuph. 

That a ftrong diftindtion muft be made 
here is evidently neceffiry : the rqother- 
country difcovers, founds, peoples, and 
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fupports the people for fome ages j doe* 
not this lay them under an obligation dif- 
ferent from what is experienced by any ori- 
ginal and independant people ? Does it not, 
upon the very face of it, imply a depen- 
dance, or an agreement to certain condi- 
tions ? Is it to be fuppofed, that any peo- 
ple would plant colonies with any other 
idea? And is it not clear that the people 
who go to them do in that adtion, and in 
accepting the protection of the mother- 
country, tacitly acknowledge and agree to 
a fubmifiion to thofe reciprocal terms of a- 
greement which are fuppofed to bind 
them ? Thefe fuppofed terms (for no abfo- 
lute expreflion can be given to fo uncer- 
tain an idea) are a general obedience to the 
aCts of the Britifli legislature, when le- 
gally, and according to the laws of na- 
tions, exerted. In the eftabliflhment and 
progrefs of all our colonies they invariably 
obeyed the authority of the Britifli parlia- 
ment, and in many instances even that of 
the crown ; and what is of confequence, 
they received perpetual acceflions of new 
fettlers during the whole period of their 
fubmifiion to fuch authority. All this 
proves fufficiently, that the mother-coun- 
try has an undoubted right fo to regulate 

the 
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he purfuits of the colonies, as to render 
them confident with her own intereft. 

It has been found, for inftance, necef- 
fary to prevent the colonies from trading 
immediately with foreign nations ; a point 
of policy neceffary in the management of 
all the colonies which the European nations 
have fettled in America ; for if this was al- 
lowed, they would to all ufeful purpofes 
be the colonies of other powers as much 
as of our own. It has alfo been enadted, 
that no law paffed in the American affem- 
blies fhall have force till aflented to by king 
and council in England. Various other in- 
ftances might be given, but thefe are fuf- 
ficient to fhew a retraining and fuperior 
power. And in the exertions of this power 
we fee nothing to Ihock the political li- 
berty and freedom of the colonifts, any 
more than in diftant countries of England 
being governed by laws pafled at Weftmin- 
fler, and to which perhaps not a five hun- 
dredth part of the inhabitants ever gave a 
diredt or virtual alfent. ' 

Having premifed thefe circumftances, 
which prove that the mother country had 
a right, and muft always enjoy it, of regu- 
lating the purfuits of the colonies, fo as to 
iurn them to their own advantage, it re- 
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mains to be confidered how far this conduct 
has been purfued by Britain, in which en^ 
quiry will be feen thofe errors which have 
brought on the differences that have lately- 
happened between her and her American 
plantations. • 

I before obferved, that one great benefit 
refulting from colonies was the produc- 
tion of fuch commodities as the climate 
of the mother- country will not yield j this 
advantage Britain has experienced in an 
high degree. Her iflands in the Well In- 
dies produce that great modern luxury, 
fugar, in larger quantities than ihe can 
confume ; fo that after fatisfying her own 
confumption, there remains afurplus which 
is re-exported to other nations of Europe 
that have not fugar iflands. We have 
{hewn in the preceding pages what a con- 
liderable fum this total amount of fugar, 
&c. is, which, being in this age a necef- 
fary of life, mult have been bought of 
France, had we not pofleffed our Weil: In- 
dia ifiands. The amount of thefe commo- 
dities is between two and three millions 
fterling, a fum fufficient to drain any na* 
tioh, and would at this day, while the 
trade of the kingdom is in a moll: fiourilh- 
ing fituation, give fuch a balance againft 
; - • her. 
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her, as to bring on every evil that can ac- 
crue from the impoverifhment of a people.- 
If it be faid that the Weft Indies and 
England are not the fame country, and 
that thefe commodities, at leaft as much 
of them as are confumed, coft the nation 
as much as if bought of foreigners, I re- 
ply, that fuppofing this was true, which is 
not the cafe, ftill there is this effential 
difference, that in the tranfa&ion with our 
own iflands we pay in manufactures, but 
in our tranfa&ion with a foreign country, 
we muft pay in whatever the balance of 
the commerce between the two nations is 
paid in, which, with fuch a vaft import 
added, would certainly be bullion. We 
already pay a confiderable annual balance 
to France ; but what would that balance 
be if our import of Weft India commodi- 
ties was added to it? Importation of any 
thing, and in almoft any quantity, is harm- 
lefs, or perhaps beneficial, as long as 
paid for with manufactures j for fuch im- 
portation is then the means of feeding our 
poor, and fupporting our population. But 
this is not the only advantage refulting 
from our iflands : in the cultivation and 
fale of the commodity, there is a great pro- 
fit made by the planter, as we every day 
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fee by the large eftates made in that part 
of. the world : all thefe eftates come at laft 
to Britain — every great fortune made en- 
ables the pofleffar to come over and live 
here, and he leaves his plantation to over- 
feers. The overfeers in their turn make 
fortunes* and do the fame ; and fre£h over- 
feers are left for the fame purpofc : but the 
end of the whole is the fame, all the mo- 
ney that is made in confiderahle fums is 
fure to fend its owners to England. What 
the amount of fuch incomes fpent by ab- 
fentees is, cannot be difcovered, but every 
one’s knowledge mull tell him that it muft 
be very confiderahle. This circumftance 
is clear profit, from having fugar colonies 
of our own, inftead of buying our fugar* 
&c. from France or other countries. 

Nor is the employment of fhipping and 
feamen to be forgotten, which are of the 
very firft importance to a maritime and 
commercial power : the navigation to the 
Weft Indies breeds and employs many fea- 
men, all of which would be loft to the na r 
tion, if fhc was to lofc her fugar colonies ; 
or, what would be worfe than loft, they 
might be added to the navigation of France 
and other countries, than which nothing 
could be more highly detrimental. The 
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freight alone of our Weft India ftaples a- 
mounts to above half a million fterling, 
whereas the (hare we fhould have in the 
freight of the fame commodities from Eu- 
ropean countries would be very infignifi- 
cant in its amount. 

I have entered particularly into this en- 
quiry concerning the fugar colonies, be- 
caufe they are more immediately applicable 
to every circumftance of the argument than 
moft of our other fettlements : and the in- 
ftance is ftrong to (hew us the great im- 
portance of planting colonies in fuch cli- 
mates as produce commodities totally dif- 
ferent from thofc of the mother-country ; 
in a luxurious age the products of one zone 
are neceflaries of life in another j in or- 
der therefore to have as many commodi- 
ties as poflible, without purchafing them 
of foreign nations, the mother-country 
fhould be in one zone and the colonies in 
another, which is the cafe with Britain and 
her Weft India iflands. It is thefe princi- 
ples which have proved fo fortunate in the 
colonization we have carried on in this 
part of the world j and whether we con- 
fider wealth, employment of our poor, of 
our fearnen, flopping, and all the atten- 
dants of navigation, we muft decide that. 

our 
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our Weft India iflands are in every refpeCt 
as valuable fettlements as any the world can 
boaft. France poflefles others in the fame 
region, which are fuperior only in propor- 
tion as they are fuperior in numbers and 
quantity ; the qualities of one are equal to 
thofe of the other. 

While we reap fuch immenfe advantages 
from thefe iflands, it is neceflary to obferve 
twocircumftances, firft, that they are gain- 
ed without laying any violence or conftraint 
upon them, which is contrary to the com- 
mon principles of a)l colonies, or the na- 
tural liberties and rights of mankind ; and 
fecondly, that the benefits we receive from 
them arc greatly owing to their attending 
to agriculture alone. The firft fhews, that 
the national advantage made by colonies 
does not refult from opppreflion, but from 
a fair communication of reciprocal bene- 
fits. On the fecond I muft obferve, that 
it is the cafe to a very extraordinary de- 
gree : the Weft India iflands are, I appre- 
hend, more free from manufactures than 
any ether territories in the world. In all 
our continental plantations there are either 
manufactories or numerous families who 
fpin, weave, and do other works of tnartu- 
fatturefoz the cloathing or anfweringother 
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wants of themfelves or a part of them- 
felves. But in the iflands there is hardly 
to be found a man, woman, or child, that 
has a fingle article of drefs, furniture, or 
implement of bufinefs, but what is import- 
ed : this (hews that hufbandry is the molV 
profitable employment they can follow. 
While a man was taken up in weaving a 
piece of cloth, or making hofe or anyother 
manufacture which brought him in five 
pounds for his labour, he would, in work- 
ing upon the land, or at thofe trades de- 
pendant on the land, earn three times that 
fum ; from whence it follows, that manu- 
factures can never be introduced into fuch 
a country, fince, in order to make them, 
fuch wages muft be given as would render 
the fabric vaftly dearer than the fame made 
in England, with all the additional charges 
of lending it to the Weft Indies, which 
would bring ruin to all fuch undertakings. 
Neither do the inhabitants of thefe iflands 
apply themfelves to commerce, except it 
be to the illicit trade with the Spaniards, 
in which very great profits are made; and 
even in this many more North American 
veflels are found than Weft Indian, for it 
much deferves attention, that thefe iflands 
poflefs very few fliips, or, more properly 
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fpeaking, fcarcely any ; their trade is car- 
ried on in North American or Britifti vef- 
fels — even when the planters turn mer- 
chants, as moft of them do, in {hipping 
their own products, ftill they do’ it all in 
veftels belonging to other people. All this 
isowing to the profit of their bufinefs; 
when their hulbandry is fo beneficial, as 
to pay, we will fuppofe, 25, 30, or 3 5 per 
cent, it would ill anfwer to have money in 
ihipping at 8 or 10 per cent. 

Here therefore is an example of colonies 
going of themfelves into the purfuit which 
the mother-country has the greateft reafon to 
approve and promote : every circumftance 
attending colonization in the Weft Indies is 
precifely in the train beft calculated for the 
intereft of Britain, and at the fame time for 
the profit of the planters. This is not the 
cafe with all our colonies; to what there- 
fore is it owing here ? The anfwer to this 
is ready enough ; it is owing to the profit 
of their hujbandry. Every people will give 
their application to that branch of induftry 
which they find moft advantageous ; if the 
foil and climate of a colony are fuch as will 
produce valuable commodities, it is to the 
production of fuch commodities they will 
apply. Why is not Barbddoes filled with 

mer- 


Digitized by Google 



American Husbandry. 223 

merchants, filhermen, manufactures, and 
farmers, like New England ? Becaufe 
planting fugar is there a more profitable 
employment. Why is not New England 
filled with planters ? Becaufe trade, fish- 
ing, manufacturing, and farming, are more 
profitable employments. This diltinCtion 
is that of climate, and it gives a lelTon of 
all others the molt important in the poli- 
tics of colonization, which is to plant them 
in climates the reverfe of the mother- 
country. This is the principle upon which 
depends the immenfe confequence of our 
Well Indian pofleffions. Britain and thofe 
illands are fimilar in none of their pro- 
ducts : the latter wants every thing pro- 
duced by the former ; the former wants 
every thing produced by the latter; thus 
it is impolfible the one Ihould ever rival 
the other, as the communication between 
them confilts of a regular exchange of good 
offices, the one yields upon the balance 
profit to the other ; protection and a ready 
market are difpenfed in return. 

‘If from the Welt Indies we proceed 
northward to the fouthern continental co- 
lonies, we lhall find as we go continued 
reafons to Ihew the great importance of co- 
lonies to Britain : by that title I mean the 
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tlethents to the fouth of the tobacco colo- 
nies i thefe produce rice, indigo, cotton, 
filk, Wine, and other Commodities which 
are of great value in a Britilh market, and 
•which Britain cannot produce herfelf: 
the fame reafons that make the fugar colo- 
nies of fo much value to us, render thefe 
the fame } and though fome writers have 
calculated that thefe fettlements are not fo 
valuable as the iflands proportioned to thfc 
numbers of their people, yet we are to re- 
member, that this is not owing to a want 
of value in their produdts, (fome of which, 
filk and indigo, are far more coftly than 
fugar), but to the country being more a- 
greeable and healthy to live in, which in- 
duces many perfons to refide in their back 
parts, and cultivate common provifions to 
fupply the reft with — and alfo to the eafe 
with which any man who has five or ten 
pounds, may get a grant of land, build a 
hut, buy a cow or two, and turn farmer; 
fuch people, though they reckon in the 
numbers of the province, produce perhaps 
none of the ftaples of it : whereas, if only 
thofe were reckoned who are employed on 
the ftaples and the trades dependant; they 
would be found to raife as great an amount 
per head as the planters of the fugar cold- 
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Dies. This circumftance does not aCt in 
the iflands from two caufes, firft the want 
of land, which is fo far from being given 
to whoever will have it, that it is fold at 
Confiderable prices ; — fecondly, the un^ 
wholefomenefs of the climate, which is in 
general fuch, that no perfon would chufe 
to make it their refidence for fmall profits, 
or with any other view than to make mo- 
ney enough to be able to live elfewhere. 
Thefe circumftances cannot but have the 
effect of fixing far more people in the con- 
tinental colonies, proportioned to the 
production of ftaples, than in the Welt 
Indies. 

This kingdom enjoys a very confiderable 
trade by means of thefe colonies ; out of 
above an hundred thoufand barrels of rice 
which they export, we do not confume 
ourfelves above four or five thoufand ; the * 
relt goes to Spain, Portugal, Germany, 
Holland, and the North. Indigo is ah ar- 
ticle cf the firft confequence to our manu- 
factures, filk is the fame, raw hides the 
fame ; fo that thefe commodities are in 
faCt equally valuable to us with lugar : 
they are not bought with money, but with 
manufactures ; the navigation occafioned 
by them is all our own, fo that they add to 
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our ftrength and wealth in the fame manner 
as fugar, cocoa, coffee, ginger, &c. The 
fouthern colonies have no manufactures a- 
mong them, they are without fiflieries, and 
their commerce confifts in nothing but 
fending lumber to the Weft Indies, and 
fhipping their ftaplcs for a Britifti market 
in Britifti bottoms. 

Objections indeed would have been raifed 
againft the production of rice, upon the 
principle of its being a grain, which in the 
European markets rivals the exportation of 
Britifti corn. This has an appearance of 
truth, and in fome years in a fmall degree 
may be fo : but it is not to be fuppofed, 
that if we had fold no rice, we fliould have 
added a proportional quantity to the ex- 
port of corn : nothing can be farther from 
truth. Rice is purchafed by very many 
people, who would not lay the money out 
in corn if they could not get the rice : it 
is ufed for foupand other different purpofes 
from corn j and if confumed to fave wheat 
by fome, it may be*a matter of choice ra- 
ther than ceconomy. Nor fliould we-for- 
get that our corn exportation is quite an- 
other thing from the export of rice from 
Carolina, it is uncertain, depends upon the 
crop ; prohibitions have of late been com- 
mon 
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mon and continual j and in feveral years 
We have imported inftead of exported : 
now it would certainly have been very ab- 
furd to have reftrained or wiftied to have 
reftrained the culture of rice, becaufe it is 
poffible that it may rival us to the amount 
of two or three thoufand pounds in four or 
five hundred thoufand pounds worth that is 
fold. Befides, the export of rice is regu- 
lar; it is a grain that depends very little on 
the feafons, and being made not for the 
confumption of the country where grown, 
but in order all to be exported, the money 
gained by the trade comes as regularly as 
the year ; and is, in a word, the very con- 
trary of our corn trade for fome years part. 
For thefe reafons we may determine rice to 
be a very proper ftaple for a colony, and 
may look on its increafe of culture with fa- 
tisfa&ion, inftead of being jealous of it. 
If it increafes in future, as it has done of 
late years, it will foon bring more money 
into the kingdom than any other com- 
modity. 

If we advance yet farther northward, and 
take in the tobacco colonies, thofe of Vir- 
ginia and Maryland, we (hall find the fame 
reafons to congratulate ourfelves upon the 
great value they are of. Tobacco is the 
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grand flaple of thefe fettlements, a flaple 
as proper as poffible for a colony, and than 
which none is moils valuable to this king- 
dom. Out of 96,000 hoglheads made, 
only 13,500 are confumed in Britain, and 
the duty alone of thefe is 26 1. is. per 
hogfltead, or 351,6751. The reft is re- 
exported to the other parts of Europe, 
paying ’alfo a duty, though not fo heavy, 
and bringing a flood of wealth into this 
kingdom. 

Every circumftance that can concur to 
render a colony valuable to a mother- 
country, unites in this product, tobacco. 
Much the larger part of it is confumed by 
foreign nations — it could not be profitably 
raifed in Britain— it is a bulky commodity, 
which employs many fhips and feamen — 
thofe fhips are all our own, and the fea- 
men belonging to the ports of Britain — it 
is fo profitable an article of hufbandry, as 
to preclude all other employments like fu- 
gar, as long as good land is to be had to 
plant. All thefe circumftances are of vaft 
importance, and fhould make us as foil— 
citous to increafe and improve the tobacco 
culture, as any other article of our Ameri- 
can produce. 

The 
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The excellency of this fiaple is feen in 
its enabling the planter to buy every necef- 
frry of life except food, and without his 
attending to any other objeCt. Thefe co- 
lonies, fo far from rivalling us in fisheries, 
manufactories, or commerce, have none of 
the three among them, infomuch that peo- 
ple have found fo little profit in herding to- 
gether, that there has never yet arofe a 
Angle town of any confequence in either 
Maryland or Virginia j a ftrong proof of 
the advantage they find in fpreading over 
the country as planters, rather than fixing 
in towns as merchants and manufacturers. 
Thefe colonies, from the health and ferti- 
lity of the climate and foil, are grown very- 
populous, and in proportion as their num- 
bers have increafed, there has not been an 
increafe of frelh land for their tobacco 
planting : this has been owing, firft, to 
the confinement which the war gave their 
fettlements, and afterwards to the extreme 
ill-judged proclamation of 1763, which 

forbid all fettlements bevond the rivers 

* 

which fall into the Atlantic ocean : this 
has driven many of their people to com- 
mon hulbandry, to which the foil and cli- 
mate are equally well adapted. The con- 
fequence of this was, that when the export 
» ' . 0^3 of 
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of tobacco is divided among the popula- 
tion of the provinces, the people feem to 
earn by it but a fmall Aim, compared to 
thofe of the iflands and the fouthern colo- 
nies. But we are not from thence to con- 
clude that the ftaple is deficient in value j 
on the contrary, I am of opinion, that if 
the amount of it was divided only among 
the people adtually employed by it, and de- 
pending on it, it would then be found 
more valuable even than fugar, or at leaft 
as valuable. A part of the population ap- 
plying, for want of frefti land, to the cul- 
ture of wheat and provifions, is no fault in 
tobacco. 

But of as great importance as this plant 
is, yet we are to remember, that it is not 
the only ftaple of this colony $ it has fome 
other very promifing ones. £. 

Hemp, 1000 tons, 21I. - 21,000 

30 fail of ftiips, - - 30,000 

Marts, planks, 6cc. - 55,000 

Iron, «. 35,000 

Skins, - - 25,000 

Flax-feed, - 14,000 

Ginfeng and drugs, - - 7,000 

£. 187,000 
1 Befides 
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Eefides 4000 tons more of hemp work- 
ed into the ufes of their fhips, &c. all 
thefe articles are true ftaples, being fuch 
as Britain either buys of foreign countries, 
or can fell to them in any quantities : they 
are articles alfo which promife a confider- 
able increafe, and which may be carried to 
a height as the population of thefe pro- , 
vinces increafe, which, with the help of 
filk and wine, may bye-and-bye be as va- 
luable as tobacco. 

It may not be improper here to review 
the ftaples of thefe colonies, the fouthern 
ones, and the iflands, as they all unite in 
the circumftance of having fuch valuable 
ftaples as render them in every refpedk 
highly valuable to Great Britain, and more 
fo than other fettlements more to the north 
can prove. The commodities chiefly pro- 
duced in all our fettlements, from Mary- 
land to Grenada, are fuch as we cannot 
have at home, of which we confume great 
quantities, which mull be purchafed of 
foreigners, and perhaps of enemies, if we 
had not colonies that produced them. This 
advantage renders the confumption of thofe 
commodities, pot to fpeak of the re-ex- 
portation of many, a benefit to the king- 
dom rather than an evil j for as the pur- 

Q 4 chafe 
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chafe is made with our manufactures, the 
wealthy part of the nation, in proportion 
as they confume American luxuries,' find 
employment for their poor neighbours; in- 
ffead of which, if we had no colonies, the 
rental of their eftates would go for the em- 
ployment of poor Frenchmen and Ger- 
mans ; the immenfe difference of which 
is obvious at firft fight. A late writer, from 
whom however I have had reafon in the 
preceding pages to differ in certain articles, 
gives the following table of the tobacco 
and fouthern colonies. 


Virginia ’and Maryland, 
North Carolina, 

South Carolina, 
Georgia, 

St. Auguftine, 
Penfacola, 

Ships. 
33° 
34 
1 40 
24 
2 
10 

Seamen. 

3,960 

408 

1,680 

240 

24 

120 

Sugar iflandj, f 

* 540 

m - 

6,432 
- « 3» b0 ° 

t > • • 


10,032 

Virginia and Maryland, 
North Carolina, 

Exports from 
Britain. 
865,000 
18,000 

Exports from 
Colonies. 
1,040,000 
68,350 

Carried over, 

883,000 

1,108,350 


* American Traveller. 

’f Editor of Du Pralz. 
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Brought forward. 

883,0000 

1,198,350 

South Carolina, 

365,000 

395,666 

'Georgia, - 

49,000 

74,200 

St. Augufline, 

7,000 


Penfacola, 

97,000 

63,000 

* 

1,401,000 

1,641,216 

Weft Indies, f 

. - 

2,702,060 


4.343*276 


Thefe accounts are not the neweft, and 
I have correded fome of the particulars 
from whence they are drawn, elfewhere, 
as I obferved before ; the real totals at 
prefent, could they be all known, probably 
would not be found lefs than 13,000 fea- 
men, 650 {hips, and colony exports of 
5,ooo,oool. but whether fomething more, 
or fomething lefs, the conclufions to be 
drawn are the fame : the poffeflion of co- 
lonies that produce ftaples which caufefuch 
a prodigious commerce of the moft ad- 
vantageous fort in the world ; which is en- 
tirely carried on in our own produds and 
manufadures, the balance of which is 
ours — the profit of which, on both fides, 
is ours — the (hips ours — the feamen ours 
— the freight ours — a flourilhing revenue 


* American Traveller. 
f Political EJfays. 

raifed 
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raifed on them, ours — the population of 
the countries which fupport this trade, of 
our brethren and fubjedts of the fame 
crown : when all thefe circumftances are 
coofidered, they will be found to involve 
a magnitude of interefts which have long 
fupportcd the greatnefs of Britain ; which 
now is the molt firm fupport of it ; and 
which, by a prudent and political condudt 
in future, can hardly fail of being an in- 
creafing and improving fupport. 

Thefe therefore are colonies that it much 
behoves this country to give every degree 
of encouragement to that it is poffible they 
(hould receive ; for by encouraging them, ' 
fhe in fatft encourages herfelf. I fhall 
hereafter endeavour to fhew, wherein fuch 
encouragement ought to confift : but I lhall 
at prefent obferve, that we ought to be 
very tender of increafing one branch of 
their value to us, that of dutieSy for therein 
we cramp inftead of extending their pro- 
ducts. Upon tobacco the duties are near 
three times the value, which is carrying 
that taxation to a degree which hardly any 
other commodity knows. Cafes may hap- 
pen which may make it very advifeable to 
lower fuch burthens, though I believe not 
unle’fs our government is very ill advifed 
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in American affairs : but if (which how- 
ever is hardly to be expeded) the govern- 
ments of thofe countries which produce 
either at home or in colonies the fame com- 
modities fhould take political fteps for 
greatly encouraging fuch produds, fuch a 
rivalfhip would render counter operations 
neceffary ; in which that of lowering du- 
ties would be found effential. 

As to the northern colonies, all to the 
north of the tobacco ones may with pro- 
priety be claffed together, fince neither 
Pcnfylvania, New Jerfey, New England, 
Nova Scotia, nor Canada, have any ftaple 
produdof agriculture; the confequence of 
which is their flying to all other employ- 
ments; the culture of the foil is common 
hufbandry, like that of Britain herfelf ; the 
employment of their towns, which are 
numerous and large, is manufactures, com- 
merce, and fifheries. It is impoflible they 
fhould be fo employed, and at the fame 
time be the occafion of Britain’s profperity, 
like the colonies to the fouth. But fome 
writers have carried this deficiency of the 
northern colonies too far, in allowing un- 
der 100,000 1. for all their ftaples : that 
this matter may be fet in a clear light, I 
fhali tranfcribe here the totals of feveral 

arti. 


Digitized by Google 



236 American Husbandry. 


articles before inferted in the tables of their 
exports, by extrading thofe articles which 
may be called ftaples. 




£- 

i. 

Skins, 

Hudfon’s Bay, 

29,340 


<*• 

Canada, 

76,000 

* 


New York, 

35,000 



Pcnfylvania, 

50,090 





— i 9 ®> 34 ° 

Ginfeng and 

drugs. 

| Canada, 


3,000 

Timber, 

Canada, 

11,000 



Nova Scotia, 

4,000 



New England 1 , 

75,000 



New York, 

25,000 



Pcnfylvania, 

35,000 





— 150,000 

Ships, 

New England 70 

49,000 



New York 20 

14,000 



Penfylvania 25 

17,500 





80,500 

Pitch, &c. 

New England, 


600 

Pot-alh, 

New England, 

35,000 



New York, 

14,000 





49,000 

Flax feed, 

New York, 

14,000 



Penfylvania, 

30,000 





44,000 

Copper and 1 

New York, 

20,000 


iron, j 

Penfylvania, 

35,000 





55,000 



Total, 

£■ 57 M 40 


The tobacco of Virginia alone amounts 
to more money than all thefe ftaples, of 
all thefe colonies which contain thrice the 
people of thofe to the fouth : but at the 

fame 
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feme time we mud acknowledge thefe to 
be daples, to every intent and purpofe, 
doubts have been conceived about timber 
and (hip-building ; but when it is confi- 
dered that there is fcarcely any commodity 
that Britain wants more, witnefs her im- 
ports from the Baltic, and building even 
men of war with fir, there will not be 
found any reafons for rejecting them. 

The reader will at once recoiled that 
the exports of thefe colonies amount to far 
greater fums in fi(h, oil, wheat, &c. but 
thefe are certainly to be rejeded, becaufe 
in proportion as they increafe the intereft 
of Britain declines. The mod capital ar- 
ticle is that of fifli, both cod and whale, 
and therefore I (hall give it the fird exa- 
mination j as it includes more particularly 
their great navigation — commerce with 
foreign nations — and the employment of 
feamen j all which being of the greated 
importance to Britain, we ought to enquire 
whether they are the fame in the hands of 
the colonies. And this I (hall do in the 
words of a late author, who has attended 
much to this fubjed. 

We are told by Dr. Mitchel, that the 
Britiih plantations maintain 45,000 feamen, 
and employ near 2000 fail of (hips. Now 

as 
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as we have found the number which Bri* • 
tain pojfejfes to be about 12,000, confe- 
quently their own amounts to about 3 3, ooo.- 
A North American writer likewife calcu- 
lates the fhips at 2000. That thefe ac- 
counts are not exaggerated, there is fome 
reafon to believe from an afiertion of an- 
other writer, who, fpeaking of the confe- 
quences of the regulations of the colonies 
in 1763, fays that 20,000 feamen and fifli- 
ermen were turned out of employment 
there. Now if 20,000 were at once out 
of employment, the total in as well as 
out cannot be lefs than 33,000, efpecially 
as the fifheries were not affe&ed. And if 
we come to remark the fentiments of va- 
rious writers upon particular branches of 
their trade, there will be more reafons e- 
qually ftrong for, fuppofing this total not 
far from the reality. Gee, who wrote a- 
bout 40 years ago, fays, the veflels belong- 
ing to New England alone, employed irt 
the fifhery and coafting trade (without in- 
cluding that to Europe) amounted to Boo. 
So prodigioufly as they have increafed fince, 
the reader will eafily believe them to be 
much more numerous of late years ; and 
yet that number, at 22 men each, employed 
17,600 feamen. To double the number, 

• would 
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would bring it much nearer the truth at 
prefent. The fifhery of the colonies, fays 
Dr. Mitchel, is already much greater than 
that of Britain : the filhery of New Eng- 
land alone amounts to 255,0001. a year, 
which is equal to the amount of the Britifh 
fifhery. And yet New York and Phila- 
delphia, with- many other places to the 
northward, have large (hares of this fifhery ? 
fo that the whole mud make a very great 
amount. 

Without turning to more authorities, 
(although a multitude might be produced) 
for proving a point which feems fo ftrongly 
to prove itfelf, there will not be any dan- 
ger, according to thefe feveral accounts, in 
determining the navigation of the colonies to 
employ 33,000 feamen •, but left any ob- 
jections unfeen (hould arife, I (hall call the 
number only 30,000. It may poflibly be 
expeCted that I (hould enlarge upon the vaft 
confequences of fuch a number of feamen 
to a maritime power, and efpecially after 
what one of the beft of the North Ameri- 
can writers has obferved with a degree of 
rapture. «* In another century the greateft 
number of Engliftimen will be on this fide 
the water. What an acceflion of power 
to the Britifh empire, by Ji-a as well as by 

land ! 

8 
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land! What increafe of trade and naviga- 
tion ! What numbers of fhips and feamen ! 
We have been here but little more than 
100 years, and yet the force of our pri- 
vateers in the late war (1750) united, was 
greater both in men and guns thari that of 
the whole Britifh navy in queen Elizabeth’s 
time.” What therefore mud they have 
been in the laft war ? But notwithflanding 
all this, I am very far from placing to the 
account of Britain one jot of slbthefe fine 
doings. And very clear I am, that the em- 
ployment of the 12,000 feamen firft men- 
tioned, is of twenty times the confequence 
to this country of all the 30,000 kept by 
the colonies thcmfelves. The more this 
fubjeCt is enquired into, the more evident- 
ly and clearly will it appear, that the pro- 
duction of ftaple commodities is the only 
bufinefs proper for colonies: whatever el fe 
they go upon, it is abfolutely impoffible 
that they Ihould by any employment what- 
ever make up for the want of the one really 
neceffary. For want of this capital foun- 
dation of a colony, our northern fettle- 
ments, we have found, are full of farmers, 
manufacturers, merchants, filhermen, fea- 
men ; — but no planters. 1 his is precitely 

the cafe with Britain herfelf 3 consequently 
„ a rival- 


Digitized by Google 



American Husbandry. 241 

a rivalry between them muft inevitably 
take place. This in the article of the 
fifheries we find fully taken place; for the 
northern colonies have nearly beaten us out 
of the Newfoundland fifheries, that great 
nurfery of Teamen ! infomuch that the {hare 
of New England alone exceeds that of Bri- 
tain. Can anyone think from hence, that 
the trade and navigation of our colonies are 
worth one groat to this nation ? 

There is not one branch of commerce 
carried on by thefe trading fettlements but 
might juft as well be in the hands of the 
inhabitants of this kingdom, the fupply- 
ing the fugar iflands with lumber alone ex- 
.cepted, and that we have already feen is a 
trifle. Thus the trading part of the colo- 
nies rob this nation of the invaluable trea- 
fure of 30,000 Teamen, and all the profits 
of their employment ; or in other words, 
the northern colonics, who contribute no- 
thing either to our riches or our power, de- 
prive us of more than twice the amount of 
all the navigation we enjoy in confequence 
of the fugar iflands, the fouthern, continen- 
tal, and tobacco fettlements ! The freight 
of the ftaples of thofe fettsof colonies bring 
us in upwards of a million fterling; that is, 
the navigation of 12,000 feamen : accord- 

Vol. II. R ing 
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ing to which proportion we lofe by then- 
valry of the northern colonies in this fingle 
article two millions and an half 
fterling ! The hackneyed argument which 
has been copied from writer to writer, that 
let the colonies get what they will, it all 
centers in Britain, will doubtlefs here be 
extended ; and they will fay, if the north- 
ern colonies get fo much money, that mo- 
ney to them is the fame as ftaples 'to the 
fouthern ones, and equally laid out in mer- 
chandize with Britain. But fads prove 
the very contrary : the confumption of Bri- 
tilh commodities in them I have ftiewed 
cannot be more than to the amount of 

• s 

io8,ocol. They export thither in ftaples 
to the amount of 98,000 1. now one of the 
warmed advocates above quoted aflerts 
the fiflieries of New England alone to be 
255,0001. according to this reafoning, they 
would purchafe of us only for thefe two 
articles to the amount of 553,000, which 
being more than three times over falfe, fuf- 
ficiently proves that they may acquire riches 
without expending them with Britain. 

No one, who has enquired the leaft into 
the ftate of the colonies, can be ignorant 
that thefe northern commercial ones carry 
on a very ccnfiderable illicit trade. A late 

writer 
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writer fays it amounted to a third of their 
a<ftu;il imports. Now under the title of 
their imports is included all they receive 
from Britain and the Weft Indies, or in 
value to upwards of gi 7,0001. a vaft furn ! » 

and muft in the nature of things be nearly 
fo much taken out of the pockets of their 
mother country. Another writer lets us 
fomewhat more into their illicit trade. — 

“ The colonies to the northward (of the 
tobacco ones) have very little diredl trade 
with Great Britain ; I mean they have no- 
thing with which they can repay us for the 
commodities they draw from hence: they 
only trade with England circuitoufly j ei- 
ther through the Weft Indies, which is to 
us the moft advantageous part of their * 
trade, or through foreign European coun- 
tries, which, however neceftary, is a dan- 
gerous and fufpicious channel. Our Eng- 
lifh ftiips meet others with the fame com- , 
modities at the fame markets ; and if thefe 
markets happen to be overftocked, we in- 
terfere with and confequently hurt each 
other. But what is ftill more material, * 
thereis much reafon to fufpedt that nofmall 
part of the benefit of our North American 
trade' is by this means lojl to the mother- 
country, and pajj'es to foreigners, and fome- 

R 2 times 
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times to enemies . Thefe northern pro- 

vinces are in effedt not fubjedt to the adt of 
navigation ; becaufe they do not trade in 
any of the commodities enumerated in 
that adt. They are therefore neither ob- 
liged diredtly to bring their goods to Eng- 
land, nor when they have carried them to 
other countries, are they neceffitated to take 
England in their way home. Whereas all 
the colonies which produce any of the e- 
numerated commodities, under whatever 
relaxations, are always fubjedt to one or 
other of thefe regulations. For inftance, 
fhips from Bofton may carry fifh, corn, 
and provifions to France and Italy, and re- 
turn again diredtly to Bofton, loaden with 
foreign commodities, fubjedt to no other 
check, than what mull be confidered as 
none, that of a cuftom-houfe officer in 
their own colony *. Thefe Ihips, how- 
ever, carry out fomething elfe befides corn 
and fifti ; for the governor of Maflachufet’s 
Bay, in 1733, writes word to the Lords 
of Trade, that r cajl quantities of hats are 
exported from thence to Spain and Portu- 
gal : thus they carry out their own to 


* Examination of tht Commercial Principles of the late 
Negotiation. 
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cramp our market, and bring home French 
goods to enlarge that of our enemies *. The 
general turn of reafoning through this paf- 
fage is certainly juft, though fome particu- 
lar fums are probably erroneous. The con- 
fumption of Britifh manufadtures in the 
northern colonies probably much exceeds 
io8,oool. but that they confume all they 
import, is molt certainly contrary to every 
article of good intelligence that can be 
gained in the whole affair. 

That fifheries and navigation are im- 
proper employments for colonies, and de- 
trimental to the interefts of the mother- 
country, appears clearly enough from 
hence j and I may add to thefe reafons, that 
the practice of the French, whofe fifhery 
employs 20,000 feamen, while ours main- 
tains only 4000, proves ftrongly that plant- 
ed fettlements are by no means neceflary 
for fuccefs in fifhing. When they had 
Louifbourg, it was only a place of arms j a 
fecurity to their fifhery, and by no means 
a colony ; and their fifhery is now carried on 
in full perfe&ion, without fo much as that: 
thus no argument can be more falfe than 
that which pretends that our colonies have 

• Political EJfays. 
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not robbed Britain, but only created a new 
fifhery from the advantageoufnefs of their 
fituation. We fee the fifhery of Britain is 
declined greatly, which, with the increafe 
of that of New England, proves the fadt 
fufficiently. We are told that of New 
England alone is greater than Britain's ; 
fuppofe the feamen 5000; can any one 
imagine the employment of thofe men, 
with all the trades they fet to work, not to 
be of the iiighcft value to this kingdom, 
and the country that has gained them fo 
far rivals and enemies ? What advantage 
do we reap from New England equal to 
this fingle lofs ? 

The fecond article which I was to con- 
fider, is that of corn and provifions, which 
are exported from all thefe northern colo- 
nies to the Weft Indies and to Europe. 
H ow far thefe are to be confidered as fta- 
ples, a fhort enquiry will fhew. As to all 
that are fent to Europe, we may fafely de- 
termine it to be as pernicious a trade as 
any the colonies can go into, fince it is di- 
redtly rivalling, and even deftroying one of 
tbe^moft advantageous branches of the ex- 
ports of Britain. American corn cannot 
come to an European market without do-' 
ing mifehief to the corn trade of England. 

' ' This 
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This trade is not like that of mofl other 
commodities, which are ufually exported 
in certain quantities, and to certain mar- 
kets : on the contrary, it is extremely un- 
certain in its deftination, the quantity in 
demand depends on the accidents of crops, 
fometimes it is to one country, fometimes 
to another, and the circulation of the trade 
greatly depending on the furplus quantity 
which certain countries pofiefs. Poland, 
England, and Barbary may be called the 
exporting countries ; the latter from the 
uncertainty of its governments rarely 
makes the mofl of the fertility of its foil, 
proving but a weak rival to England : this 
leaves all the fouth of Europe open to the 
export of that country, and very advan- 
tageous the circumftance has been, as we 
have more than once experienced, both to 
Portugal, Spain, the fouth of France, and 
Naples. Let therefore any perfon judge of 
the propriety of introducing another rival 
into this trade, which is far more likely to 
drive us out of it, than all the others we 
can have in Europe. Wheat, tor many 
y.ears, fold at 20s. a quarter in America, 
which was their exporting price, the freight 
to Marfeilles or Naples is 12s. more, the 
price therefore delivered has been 32 s. a 
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quarter ; a price at which we have never 
yet fold in thofe markets, even with the 
afliftance of the bounty. If this does not 
fhew the great impropriety, not to ufe a 
hardier expreflion, of planting colonies in 
climates that will not produce ftaple com- 
modities, furely nothing can. It may be 
faid, perhaps, that importation from thefe 
colonies, even to Britain herfelf, may be 
an advantageous meafure in dear years ; but 
I cannot but confider fuch an idea as very 
fatal : it implies a dependence on America, 
which may grow into a negledl of our a- 
griculture at home ; than which a more 
fatal event can never happen. Britain 
Ihould never look forward to fcarcities of 
corn ; if fhe does, fhe will be fure to find 
them. Let her, on the contrary, have no 
other idea but that of exporting, which 
will be the means of always keeping it 
cheap, as we have found for near a cen- 
tury. 

There is another evil attending this ex- 
portation of American corn to Europe ; it 
is the largenefs of the market; while the 
Korth Americans were confined to the de- 
mand of the Weft Indies, they could look 
no farther, and raife no more wheat than 
fufficient for that demand ; but having the 
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European market to go to, increafes this 
culture among them prodigioufly : thecon- 
fcqucnce of which is, to draw them off 
from the culture of ftaples, and from thofe 
other profeflions which are more beneficial 
to the mother-country. If the demand for 
wheat was not large — and the farmers raid- 
ing little more than fufficient for their fa- 
milies, they have no encouragement to ex- 
tend their culture — and the profit on the 
hufbandry is fmall, in this fituation many 
farmers had great inducements to move to 
the fouthward, and turn planters ; as 
many did. But when exportation finds a 
regular market for all they grow, in a 
country where land is fo plentiful, it makes 
the common hulbandry as profitable as 
planting, and inftead of farmers turning 
planters, planters turn farmers, than which, 
nothing can be more fatal to the interefts 
of Britain. 

In the fecond place, as to the fupply of 
the Weft Indies, the fame objections do 
not lie ; for as the iflands find planting 
too profitable to allow them to attend to 
common hufbandry, there certainly can be 
no objection to the northern colonies an- 
fwering the demand — any more than to 
their fupplying them with lumber? but 

let 
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let me here make a remark, that I do not 
recolledt ever hearing from any quarter, 
or reading in any of the numerous works’ 
that have been publifhed on this fubjett. 
It is that Britaiii in good policy ought to 
have kept this fupply entirely to herfelf, 
inftead of the uncertain corn trade fhe has 
had with Europe ; for this, I think, many 
reafons are to be given ; the demand which 
there has been in Europe for British corn 
has never been regular ; it has been on the 
contrary very uncertain ; and even in years, 
when exportation has run very high, it has 
not been anfwerable to the furplus of our 
crop, as we may judge from the price at 
home continuing fo low that the farmers 
could in feveral countries fcarcely live. 
Now the fupply of the Weft Indies is the 
moft beneficial market that is known in 
the world ; for it is perfectly regular, and 
abfolutely to be depended upon. No where 
elle are fuch confiderable bodies of people 
as the inhabitants of thofe iflands, to be 
found, that depend for their daily bread 
on importation, that attempt to raifefcarce 
any thing that they eat : Britain therefore 
might have depended abfolutely on this 
market; and the fupply of it would have 
been more beneficial than the corn trade 
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; flie has at fits and fiarts carried on in Eu r 
rope : but the encouragement her agricul- 
ture would have received by this regular de- 
mand would have To animated it, that 
larger quantities, of corn than ever would 
have been produced, and fhe would have 
found no difficulty in fupplying the Eu- ' 
ropean demand alfo. This might have 
been done with great eafe, by only laying 
a duty in the iflands upon the import of 
all corn, except from Britain and Ireland : 

I do not think this would have been a fe- 
verity to the iflands, becaufe there are many 
port's for exporting corn from Britain, and 
many corn merchants in every portj Co 
that there would never have been any rea-i 
fon to fear a plentiful fupply, and at a fair 
price — and if the rate at which the com 
came to them was judged too high, the 
fame bounty on the export, or even a larger, 
if neceflary, than what is given at prefent, 
would have remedied the inconvenience. 
As to the difiance and freight, we are cer- 
tain they would have been no material ob- 
jection, from what we know to be the cafe 
at prefent, which is the fupply the iflands 
at prefent receive from England of beans, 
and from Ireland of beef. If beans will an- 
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fwer fuch a freight, moft certainly wheat 
would. 

Such a meafure as this at prefent would 
be perhaps a dangerous one, becaufe all 
fudden changes in matters of commerce 
are e^er hazardous : but nothing would 
have been eafier than to have eftablilhed it 
before the exports from the northern colo- 
nies were fo large, while the trade was low, 
and the fupply not confiderable j the mea- 
fure might have been brought about by de- 
grees, and nothing is clearer to me than 
its proving infinitely advantageous to Bri- 
tain. It would have given an annual cer- 
tain export to her ; it would have rendered 
common hufbandry fo little profitable in 
North America, that the northern colo- 
nies, from whom we have fo much to ap- 
prehend, would not probably have been 
one fourth fo populous ; inftead of which 
we fhould have had many more people 
than we have to the fouth of Penfylvania, 
and confequently larger produdts of true 
flaple commodities. It fhould not be for- 
gotten, that one man employed upon to- 
bacco, is of far more worth to Britain than 
forty New England farmers. It appears 
therefore fufficiently clear, that we may 
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determine corn and provifions to be very 
improper commodities for a colony to deal 
in, and by no means to be ranked with 
ftaples. 

Thus does it plainly appear, that a very 
ftrong diftindtion is always to be made be- 
tween the colonies north of Maryland, and 
thofe to the fouth, in their importance ta, 
the mother-country j a diftindtion which 
Ihould never be forgotten, as it will re- 
main aleflon to all fucceeding ages in what 
climates to plant colonies. The writer I 
before quoted, juftly remarks on this fub- 
jedt — “ That the ftaple produdtions of our 
colonies decreafe in value, in proportion to 
their diftance from the fun. In the Weft; 
Indies, which are the hotteft: of all, they 
make to the amount of 81 . 12s. id. per 
head. In the fouthern continental ones to 
the amount of 5I. 10s. In the central 
ones to the amount of 9s. 6d.f In the 
northern fettlements to that of 2s. 6d. 
This fcale furely fuggefts a moft important 
leflon — to avoid colonizing in northern 
latitudes ! Eighteen pounds the export of 
Nova Scotia after feveral years fettlement, 
after the utmoft attention from the govern- 
ment, after a million fterling of the pub- 
lic money [being expended upon it, is an 
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example one would think fufficient to deter 
the bolded: projector ! Eut if our colonies 
to the north produce fuch trifling daples,- 
thofe to the fouth, on the contrary, are im-» 
menfely valuable ; — indeed of fuch infinite 
importance to this nation, that general ex* 
frejfions of the benefit of our l’ettlements 
fhould never be indulged let provifoes 
ever come of — thofe to the fouth. We have 
found in the preceding enquiries, that thofe 
colonies which mod: abound with manu- 
factures have the fewed daples ; and this 
is a neceflary confequence, for nothing but 
fuch products as bear a large price in Eu- 
rope will yield a return from thence of the 
neceflary manufactures, and much lefs of 
fuperfluous ones. But if a colony is fitu— 
ated in a climate which denies fuch pro- 
ductions, or from a want of due attention 
in the mother-country, they are not im- 
proved or differed to decline, does it there- 
fore follow that the inhabitants of fuch 
province are to go without cloaths, furni- 
niture, and tools ? By no means ; when- 
ever there are people, they will mod af- 
furedly enjoy thofe necefl, tries ; if they raife 
nothing from their foil which will purchafe 
them in exchange, they will certainly 
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make them them fclves. And if they are a 
populous flourifhing people, they will find 
very little difficulty in the attempt. In- 
deed it is not, properly fpeaking, an at- 
tempt, but the regular courfe of things ; a 
concatenation of caufes and effects, which 
take place imperceptibly. And in propor- 
tion as they grow more and more populous, 
their manufactures will increafe beyond the 
proportion of the people, until they come, 
to work for exportation. It is ever to be 
remarked, that a people cannot fully fup- 
ply themfelves with any commodity with- 
out more than doing it — : fome exportation 
mud take place, or the home confumption 
will not be regularly fatisfied. It likewife 
appears, contrary to the ideas of feveral mo- 
dern writers, that it is very pofiible for 
cultivation alone to fupply a people wiih 
all the neceffaries of life without any nf- 
fi fiance from trade or manufactures ; and 
that under the difadvantage of exporting 
the raw material, and importing the ma- 
nufacture, by a long and expen fn-e voyage, 
under the fubjeCtion of duties, and confe- 
quently under complicated charges. The 
inhabitants of the Weft India iflands and 
the fouthern continental colonies wear not 
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a rag of their own manufacturing ; drive 
not a nail of their own forging ; eat not 
out of a platter or a cup of their own mak- 
ing; nay, the former produce not even 
bread to eat ; and if that was the cafe with 
all the reft, provided Britain could regu- 
larly fupply the deficiency (which under a 
certain fyftem of policy (lie undoubtedly 
might), it would be fo much the better 
for her; — fo entirely do thefe colonies de- 
pend on the mother-country for all manu- 
factures ! and all from pofiefling benefi- 
cial ftaples. Of fuch vaft confequence is 
it to the country to plant new colonies,' 
or extend our old ones, only in climates 
which will allow of fuch capital advan- 
tages.” 

In this enquiry I have endeavoured to 
Ihew not only the importance of the Ame- 
rican colonies to Britain, but at the fame 
time to explain wherein that importance 
confifts ; we find it lies in the climate of 
the colony being different from that of the 
mother-country, as therein confifts the 
only probability of the people going upon 
ftaple commodities. The northern fettle- 
ments might be made of much more ad- 
vantage than they are at prefent ; but it 
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would be anticipating the fubjedt to con- 
fider that point here, as I (hall in another 
eflay endeavour more particularly to ex- 
plain it. 

C H A P. XXXV. 

MANUFACTURES. 

State of the colony manufactures — Difficulties 
under which they //>— — Means of putting 
them down— Buy up the raw materials — 
Bounties —Finding other employments— 
New colonies— Obfervations. 

M UCH has been written concerning 
the bad effedts of the American co- 
lonifts going into msmufadtures, but no fa- 
tisfadlory account has been given of the 
amount of fuch fabrics* which has been 
owing to Parliament’s never having or- 
dered a return of them to be laid before 
them. Some late writers have urged ftrong- 
ly the magnitude to which thefe manufac- 
tures have arifen, but it has been from cal- 
culations founded on dubious authority. 
In this cafe the general idea of the necef- 
fity of making that we cannot buy would 
Vol. II. S be 
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be fatisfaCtory, did we know the amount 
of their confumption, and that of their 
means of fatisfying it. 

In confidering this point, we are to drop 
the idea explained in the preceding chap- 
ter, of the ill confequences to Britain 
which refulted from their trade and fifli- 
eries, and here merely take them as means 
of acquiring wealth, wherewith to pur- 
chafe manufactures. 

By manufactures are not to be under- 
flood the fabrics of private families, who 
work only for their own ufe, but thofe 
only that are wrought for fale, and which 
are the only or principal livelihood of the 
perfons concerned and employed in them. 
This is a diftinCtion which our writers 
have not attended to fufficiently j for tho’ 
the population of a fettlement that entire- 
ly fupports itfelf is of little or no value to 
Britain, yet as it is paffive, and no more 
than fupports itfelf, it is much to be pre- 
ferred to another branch of population, 
which is employed in cloathing, &c. itfelf 
and others too— that is, manufacturing for 
fale. As to the firft evil, no remedy in the 
world can be applied to it that will be ef- 
fectual j nor is it an objeCt which can 

ever 
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c Ver claim the attention of the mother* 
country. 

It is from hence clear, that the objeCt of 
enquiry is not the probable total confump- 
tion of all the people in the colonies, but 
of thofe only who do not work up their 
own manufactures : when the northern fet- 
tlements are compared with the fouthern 
ones — it is of confequence to (hew the 
great fuperiority of the latter j but as that 
fuperiority was fully (hewn in the laft 
chapter, it is not to the purpofe here. The 
only confumption to be confidered is that 
of the ranks which buy in order to con* 
fume. Their making the purchafe, (hews 
that they have wherewith to pay ; and 
then comes in properly the pretenfions of 
the mother country, if you buy , I expeft 
you buy of me. 

Nothing is more difficult than to difco- 
ver the amount of their manufactures for 
fale: we are to confider that there are 
other articles in their imports befides ma- 
nufactures, wine, rum, fugar, India com- 
modities, &c. all which amount to con(i- 
derable fums. The means by which they 
can purchafe thofe and manufactures are 
their exports, the produce of their lands— 
the produce of their fiffieries, and the pro- 
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fits of their commerce ; the two firft are 
pretty well known, but the latter, open and 
clandeftine, is very great, and noguefscan 
be given of its amount. 

That the manufactures for fale are not 
fo great as fome have imagined, may be 
conceived from the vaft number of inha- 
bitants, who in all probability work en- 
tirely for themfelves; in a country where 
the minute divifion of landed property is 
fo great as in the mod populous of the 
northern colonies, and in a climate that 
will yield little valuable, it is impofiiblc 
that the people (hould be able to purebafe 
manufactures : poor countrymen in Eng- 
land do it becaufe all their income is paid 
them in money, whatever may be their 
work j but in America day-labourers are 
rarely to be found, except in the neigh- 
bourhood ol great towns ; on the contra- 
ry, the man who in England would be a 
labourer, would there be a little free- 
holder, who probably railing for many 
years but little for fale, is forced to work 
up his wool in his family, his leather, and 
his flax, after which, the reft of his con- 
fumption is fcarce worth mentioning. The 
number of people in the northern colonies 
who come under this denomination is very 
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great, and confequently the deductions to 
be made from the total confumption very 
confiderable : it is not a difficult matter to 
calculate how much a head would fupply 
the total of a people with manufactures ; 
this has been calculated ; but it is extreme- 
ly difficult to guefs the amount of pur- 
chafed, manufactures, which is the only im- 
portant point. 

In this enquiry we ffiould not confine 
ourfelves to the northern colonies, but take 
into the account that part of the popula- 
tion of the tobacco ones which is not em- 
ployed on tobacco j a confiderable propor- 
tion of the total : as any perfon may judge 
who recollects that foon after the peace 
the number of people in Virginia and Ma- 
ryland was calculated at 8co,ooo, the ex- 
port of tobacco therefore is not much a- 
bove 20s. a head ; inftead of which, thofe 
who are employed by that ftaple are able/ 
in all probability, to confume 5, 6, or 81 . 
a head in imported commodities, and the 
reft of the people fcarcely any thing, as 
they mud, like their brethren to the north, 
manufacture almoft every thing they ufc. 
If the imported commodities in thefe colo- 
nies are affigned to 200,000 people, there 
will remain 600,000, whofe pu^chafed 
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confumption is fmall j and if the common 
calculation is taken, of their being at the 
’ peace 1,000,000 of people in the norths 
cm colonies, we then find 1,600,000 fouls, 
among whom the imports are in fome pro- 
portion or other to be divided. The ex- 
ports from Great Baitain are as follow : 

£■ 

Canada, - 105,000 

Nova Scotia, - - 26,500 

New England, - - 407,000 

New York, - 531,000 

Penfylvania, - - - 611,000 

1,680,500 

If the population of thefe was 1 ,000,000, 
they imported about 32s. 6d. a head : if 
we allow 5I. ahead for all that purchafed 
their confumption, the number this im- 
portation fupplied is 336,000, at which 
rate (to fpeak nothing of Weft Indian and 
foreign imports) 664,000 perfons manufac- 
tured for themfelves, belides the propor- 
tion of the tobacco fettlements. Hence if 
thefe data are juft, we may fuppofe one 
third of the people to confume purchafed 
commodities, and two thirds to manufac- 
ture for themfelves j but this fuppofes their 
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own fabrics for fale to be inconfiderable, 
and that 5I. a head is for only a partial con- 
fumption. 

There is yet another light in which this 
point is to be viewed, which is a different 
claffing of the people ; for the fake of ex- 
plaining the clearer what I mean, I will 
fuppofe a divifion of the million of people 
in the northern colonies. 

2©o,ooo who confume of foreign manufactures, &c. 
only 2s. 6d. a head. 


500.000 who confume ahead 40s. 

300.000 who confume 5I. 

The firlt, ... 

The fecond, - 

25,000 

1 , 000,080 

The third, ... 

1,500,000 

Import from Britain, 

2,525,000 

1,680,500 

According to this account, they mult buy-> 

of foreigners, or work among themfclves 

h 844,500 

for fale, to the amount of J 

For in this idea the fabrics worked in 


private families have no place j if they were 
taken in, the pooreft would confume far 
more than 2s. 6d. There is nothing ex- 
travagant in this account ; nor can it be 
fuppofed that the manufactures of the 
northern colonies amount to lefs than 
844,500 1 . In cafe the confumption of the 
claffes here ftated is greater, then this a- 
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mount will of courfe be proportionably 
larger. 

Suppofing this fum to be the faCt, or 
near it— -or if we call their manufactures 
for fale a million, I do not think it an a-* 
mount that ought greatly to alarm the mo- 
ther-country, provided Ihe took proper 
meafures to obviate their ill effects, which 
meafures would be very eafily planned and 
executed. It is to be remembered, that a 
very confiderable portion of this fum muft 
be expended in fabrics, the whole of which 
Britain cannot expeCt to furnilh— ^-and 
which in faCt fhe does not furnifh to any 
colony, for the laft hand, to a variety of 
articles, cannot bo put at London, but 
mull neceflarily be executed in America, 
and the labours of thofe workmen and ar- 
tizans is there blended with the price of 
the manufacture. 

All that this kingdom can expeCt from 
^he northern colonies, is to keep down 
public manufactories, which take the 
wool from the fheeps back, and convert 
it into cloth ; the flax from the ground, 
and make it into linen and lace; the Ikin 
off the beaft, and turn it to finished fa- 
brics of leather; the iron from the ore, 
and convert it into the variety of utenfiis 

' which 
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which Sheffield and Birmingham exhibit ; 
and the fame in other inftances : but this 
reafoning muft not be carried too far in 
any of thefe articles j there are objects 
which when completed from wool, lea- 
ther, and iron, will ftill be of fuch fmall 
value, that the very freight from Britain 
and carriage to the confumer would be 
twice the worth, fuch we may be fure will 
be wrought in the colony. But when we 
fee them making cloth of 12 s. a yard, 
linen of 5 s. hats of 16 s. each, locks, 
keys, and curious articles of hard- ware, 
which is the cafe, we may then be certain 
that the policy of this kingdom is defi- 
cient ; and that without violence, fuch 
manufactures might be put down. 

We are to remember, that the colonifts 
are under great difficulties in their attempts 
to raife manufactories for fale. The mo- 
ther-country has the power of introducing 
her own fabrics as cheap as (he pleafes, and 
under whatever advantages of bounties or 
premiums ffie likes to grant ; which ffie 
can do in her exportation of them to no 
other market. Every where elfe they meet 
with duties on importation, and perhaps 
prohibitions j but in America the manu- 
factories of Britain are openly i'n every 
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market without duty or clog. In the next 
place the price of labour is very great, 
greater take the year through than in Bri- 
tain, which is a material article j this mull 
necefiarily be the cafe where land can be 
had for nothing j workmen may be gained 
for high wages, but thofe high wages will 
prefently enable them to fet up for planters 
in a country where twenty pounds is a for- 
tune fufficient to begin withj thus the 
mailer manufacturers can never keep the 
men after they have got them, which mull 
lay them under almolt infuperable difficul- 
ties, or fubjedt them to expences which 
will make their manufadtures much dearer 
than thofe of Britain. 

The long winters and fevere feafon 
which Hops moll employments, have been 
urged as reafons why they may manufac- 
ture largely for fale : but I am not of this 
opinion ; thofe who are converfant in our 
fabrics well know, that in very lharp frofts 
many of our manufadtures are at a Hand ; 
what therefore would be at Bofton or 
New York, where the frolls are in com- 
mon 20 degrees ffiarper than the moll fe- 
vere we feel in England j and where the 
whole winter is froft and fnow : people can 
fcarpe keep their extremities from freezing 

who 
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who attend to nothing elfe, how therefore 
could the finer forts of manufactures be 
carried on ? What fort of work would a 
weaver make, whofe fingers were numbed 
with cold ; or a workman in fteel, whofe 
fleth froze to his manufacture ? In fuch a 
climate manufactures mud be carried on 
in mild or warm weather, and then the 
workmen may have what they will aflc in 
the field, and all the advantages here ftated 
are at once given up. Under fuch circum- 
ftances no fabrics can be made cheap e- 
nough to under-fell Britain, but fuch as 
come extravagantly dear from her, and can 
be made reafonable in America; or others 
fo inferior in kind, that freight and car- 
riage make a large proportion of the whole 
value. 

But fuppofing the manufactures of thefe 
provinces, notwithftanding thefe inconve- 
niences, did not get to any height, which 
in fome articles is the cafe, then Britain 
might, without having recourfe to what 
governor Pownal hints at, excifes, take 
meafures that would bring them down. 
The eafieft and mod advifeable way would 
be to raife the price of their raw materials, 
by buying it up for the Britifh market ; the 
obvious way to bring about any fuch trans- 
action 
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a&ion as that, is by giving bounties upon 
the import into Great Britain, and if they 
are large enough, they certainly will effedt 
any thing. But the objection is, that, in 
order to create a new trade, the expence, 
by way of bounty, may be greater than if 
done by other methods : I would propofe 
to force the import of wool from the co- 
lonies into Great Britain to fuch a point, as 
would be fufficient to burthen the woollen 
manufactures of America, by railing the 
price of their raw materials : at the fame 
time that this laid a tax on the American 
fabrics, it would give a bounty on the Bri- 
tish ones, by lowering the price of their 
raw materials by the import from the 
colonies. 

The employment of fadtors, agents, or 
contractors would be lefs advifeable far 
than giving a bounty, provided the latter 
would have the effedt ; but as the wool- 
dealers in the colonies mull be thrown into 
a different channel, and as the merchants 
there muft open new correfpondences, a 
bounty, in order to force fuch a new bu- 
finefs, mull: probably be a greater expence 
than if government did the bufinefs, at 
lead: for a time, through the merchants ; 
but when once the bufinefs was brought 
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near a regular train, a fmall bounty would 
have a greater effedt than a large one at 
firft. 

Such a tranfadlion would be very heavy 
upon the manufactures of the Americans } 
for under the difadvantages which I before 
Hated the colonifts to lie, a rife of price in 
their wool would have the fame effedt as 
laying an excife upon their manufactures, 
but which would be brought about with- 
out the heartburnings and difputes inevit- 
able with a new tax. The idea of im- 
porting wool from America is not a new 
one ) Dr. Mitchel fome years ago remark- 
ed — “ The wool of the colonies is better 
than that of the Englilh ; it is of the fame 
kind with the Spanish wool, or curled and 
frizzled like that, and might be rendered 
as fine by the fame management. By the 
Hep which the colonies have lately taken 
to raife all the iheep they can, they will 
have plenty of wool. With this they have 
already made cloth worth 12 s. a yard, 
which is as good as any that is made of 
Engliih wool. Some of their wool has 
been fent to England, where it fold for the 
price of the belt. This may perhaps be 
looked upon as a lofs to England j but if 
flie would ftudy to make a right and pro- 
per 
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per ufe of her colonies, this might be of 
more fervice to her than any one thing 
they are capable of producing. If the 
Spaniards fucceed in their attempts to ma- 
nufacture their wool, England may want 
it from the colonies more than any other 
commodity, as it is well known there is 
not a Angle piece of fine cloth made in 
England without Spanifh wool.” This ob- 
fervation came from a perfon perfectly well 
verfed in American affairs from a long re- 
fidence there, and fliews how expedient 
the condudt would be, with a view to the 
goodnefs of the wool, as well as the de- 
fign with which I propofe it to be done. 

The fame condudt might be purfued with 
fome other raw materials, fuch as fkins, 
hemp, and flax, all which are valuable ar- 
ticles to be imported into Great Britain j 
fome of them are fo already, and if our 
demand was a little quickened, it would 
certainly be laying a difficulty upon the 
American manufacturers that work them. 
It is true, that in both thefe cafes the 
price would rife upon ourfelves as well as 
them, but this I do not apprehend would 
be of a bad confequence equal to the ad- 
vantages on the other fide of the queftion ; 
fince there is no objedt in the policy of Bri- 
tain 
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tain which is of near fuch importance as 
putting down, or at lead preventing all 
increafe in the manufadures of the co- 
lonies. 

There is another method of effeding 
this great purpofe, which in fome refpeds 
would anfwer better, though worfe in 
others : it would be giving a bounty on the 
export of fuch Britifh manufadures to A - 
menca as the colonifts have made the 
greateft progrefs in ereding — and this 
bounty fhould be fufficient to enable the 
merchant importer inAmerica to under-fell 
the manufadurer there : this would be a 
very Ample operation, and might be made 
perfedly effedual ; but it would have this 
needlefs expence, it would fupply the Weft 
Indies and the fouthern continental colo- 
nies with the fame fabrics as cheap as the 
northern colonies, which, though an effed 
of no ill confequence in itfelf, would add 
to the expence without making an equal re- 
turn for it : not however that it would be 
without any return, for thofe Britifh goods 
being fo much cheaper in thofe markets 
would extend the confumption of them, and 
certainly increafe the trade in them which 
is carried on in the Weft Indies. 

Whether 
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Whether this method or the firft was 
chofen, would not be materiel, provided 
‘ the thing was done : but that fome me- - 
thod Ihould be taken to effect it cannot be 
doubted, fince the grand intereft of Britain 
in her colonies is defeated and perverted by 
their fetting up manufactories for fale, a 
ftep which, in the natural courfc of it, if 
left to itfelf, mud inevitably bring on 
their independence. 

But here it will naturally be remarked, 
that to put down the manufactures of the 
colonies, and thereby throw people out of 
employment, would be a very iniquitous 
fcheme, unlefs fome provifion was at the 
fame time made in an increafe of other 
employments j and certainly no perfon can 
difpute the truth of this j but this part of 
the work would be very eafy : among the 
true ftaples of the northern colonies have 
been mentioned fkins, drugs, (hips, pitch, 
pot-afti, timber, flax-feed, copper, and 
iron, all which articles, particularly tim- 
ber, (hips, pitch, and iron, may be had in 
any quantities, provided due encourage- 
ment was given to procure them. At the 
fame time that meafures were taken to lef- 
fen their manufactures, we ought alfo to 

increafe 
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Sncreafe the quantity of thefe ftaples, not 
only to give employment to the people in- 
ftead of manufaduring, but alfo to fupply 
the country in general with as much or 
more wealth than they made by that em- 
ployment. ’ Among thefe articles none have 
oftener eKercifed the pens of ingenious 
men than that of naval (lores, which we 
import from the Baltic at fo large an ex- 
pence, and pay for almoft entirely with 
bullion : our northern fettlements produce 
all forts of timber in as great or greater . 
perfedipn and plenty than the eaft coun- 
try ; this is a point acknowledged by all ; 
malls, boltfprits, plank, deals of all kinds, 
and fomc articles of timber much more 
valuable than what we import. Great ob- 
jedions ufed formerly to be made, for 
want of faw-mills being ereded ; but that 
is no longer the cafe, for there are many 
of them now upon almoft all the rivers of 
America ; fo that every thing is done that 
could facilitate the fupply, was the article 
of freight got over. Gee, in his Naviga- 
tion of Great Britain confidered, fays, “ Our 
plantations in America abound with vaft 
quantities of timber, and the navigation 
from New England, Nova Scotia, or New- 
foundland, is not more tedious, nor at a 
Vol.II. T greater 
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greater diftance from us, than the bottom 
of the Bothnic gulph, or Peterfburgh. But 
thofe places having been long in trade, and 
having a conftant demand from us for that 
commodity, they always have great (locks 
of timber ready fquared, and boards lying 
ready to load a (hip of five or fix hundred 
tons in ten or twelve days j but hitherto 
we have never had flocks lying ready in 
our plantations, nor any encouragement 
for building l^rge bulky (hips, fuch as are 
ufed by the Danes and Swedes, who fail 
with a few hands and at a fmall charge. 
What timber we have had hitherto comedi- 
red'tly to England, has been rather put on 
board to fill up, when tobacco or other 
merchandize has not been to be had, and 
therefore no care has hitherto been taken 
to make it a regular trade.” But this is 
not at prefent the cafe ; for I am well in- 
formed that there are large flocks of tim- 
ber lying in many of our plantations ready 
for the Weft Indies, and proportioned to 
that demand, confequently the quantity 
Would of courfe increafe, with any increafe 
of demand, and no difficulties of that fort 
would be found. But Mr. Gee is mif- 
taken in his affertion of the length of na- 
vigation i for this is feen in the freight : 

that 
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that from Riga to England is net above 
25s. calculated at the rate per load at 
which it is paid for ; whereas the freight 
from Nova Scotia is 40 s. to 50 s. This 
difference will, I believe, generally be 
found ; and another circumftance in favour 
of the Baltic, is the price of labour, which 
is not half what it is in our colonies j thefe 
are the only fuperiorities of the eaft coun- 
try. But on the other hand, our Ameri- 
can timber comes duty free, and even with 
a fmall bounty, though an inefficient one ; 
the only object therefore to get over is the 
freight ; and this can only be done by giv- 
ing a bounty per ton on all ffiips belonging 
to Great Britain that bring timber or naval 
flores from the colonies. Let us fuppofe 
the freight per ton from the Baltic il. 5s. 
and that from Nova Scotia 3I. which we 
may venture to Rate as an average, though 
2 1. 10 s. or even 2 1. may be fometimes 
taken j in this cafe, a bounty of 2I. per 
ton would turn the fcale of freight by 5s. 
which, with the duties on the Baltic tim- 
ber, would at once change the courfe of all 
the timber and iron trade. By various ac- 
counts it has been found, that our import 
in iron is 27,500 tons at 12I. is 314,0001. 
and timber 200,000 1. thefe two articles 

T 2 amount 
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amount therefore to more than half a mil- 
lion fterling, not to fpeak of increafc in the 
other branches of their ftaples. I before 
{hewed, that the manufactures for fale in 
the northern colonies probably amounted to 
more than 8oo,oool. a year; now we find 
that in thefe two articles of iron and tim- 
ber they might earn of Britain alone above 
500,000 1. which would enable her to take 
proper meafures to fink their manufactures 
to that amount, and at the fame time leave 
them with as much wealth as they had be- 
fore — no hardfhips would be found from 
it in the colonies, but the interefi: of this 
country would be prodigioufly advanced > 
inftead of paying half a million to the Bal- 
tic in cafh, we fhould fend to the fame a- 
mount in manufactures to America, the 
difference of which is very great ; and at 
the fame time we fhould effectually pre- 
vent the increafe of manufacturing in Ame- 
rica, which in future would prove of much 
more conlequence than can at firft be 
imagined. 

The expence to the public at which 
thele beneficial effeCts might be brought 
about, would not be large. One hundred 
thoufand pounds a year would pay the 
bounty on 50,000 tons of fhipping, that 

is 
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is, 100 fail at 500 tons each. We mav 
venture to aflert, that this navigation would 
anfwer the purpofe, if confined to that a- 
lone j and the expence of fuch a fum 
would bear no proportion to the immenfe 
advantages that mull inevitably accrue from 
it to this country. 

By the export of naval ftores the colo- 
nies would find employment for that fur- 
plus of their population which has driven 
them to manufactures- — by the import of 
Britifh manufactures in conference, and 
the buying up of their raw materials, their 
own fabrics would be put down — the ma- 
nufacturing intere.ft of Britain would be 
mod highly advanced, and the export of 
bullion to the Baltic would be flopped j all 
thefe advantages would furely be well worth 
the fum they would coft the public in the 
bounties, which would not be loft to the 
nation or paid to foreigners, but diflributed 
among her own people at home, to the 
invigoration of their induftry. A late 
writer, after ftarting fome propofals fimi- 
Iar to this, remarks, “ Thefe fentiments 
are founded in reafon, and tend to render 
Great Britain independent of the eflfeCts of 
that prodigious commercial manufacturing 
fpirit, which is now arofe in all Europe. 

T 3 There 
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There are many peculiar motives for im- 
porting wool from thefe colonies with the 
other articles already fpecified. It would 
be a great afiiftance to our own woollen 
manufactures, and at the fame time have 
the belt effeCt we could wifh upon that of 
the colonies. No importations are moie 
beneficial than raw commodities, to be 
worked into manufactures j and no expor- 
tations fo pernicious to a rrfanufaCturing 
country as that of fuch raw commodities ; 
for which reafon Britain fhould with to 
import wool from thefe colonies ; and were 
the fyftem of policy I am now fketching 
thoroughly executed, fuch importation 
might very eafilv be effected. Every par- 
ticular of this fyftem is the link of a chain, 
and all equally connected ; the more iron, 
timber, pot-afh, and madder were import- 
ed, the more likewife you might have of 
wool, for the more would the colony 
woollen manufacture fuffer, and confe- 
quently the lefs would be their demand for 
that commodity, and then the additional 
demand from Britain, at a time when the 
Britifh manufactures were poured into every 
market, would completely give her the 
command of all the American wool. This 

impor- 
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importation might be made to extend to a 
very large Turn annually. 

“ As to {hips, fome may perhaps think 
the benefit refulting from them to the mo- 
ther country more equivocal ; but in a cer- 
tain degree I fhould apprehend the fupply 
from the colonies highly advantageous. In 
many cafes it might be found advantageous 
to build men of war there. But leaving 
them out of the queftion, let us confer 
the repeated outcries and complaints that 
have been made in this kingdom for fo 
fnany years, of the want of timber for 
Ihip building j and that fuch complaints 
are not >11 grounded, every body agree. 
Now would it not be a very prudent mea-- 
fure, to referve the timber in this ifland for 
the ufe of the navy alone, and depend on 
America for that for merchantmen ? It is- 
by no means advantageous to tllis country, 
whofe agriculture is of fuch immenfe im- 
portance, to have any land occupied by 
wood that is good enough to yield corn, 
and confequently no more {hould be raifed 
than is necefiary ; and fuppofing it necef- 
fary to raife all that is requifite for the 
royal navy, that is certainly the mod ; for 
there is no occafion to extend it to all that 
is ufed in merchant {hips. The latter had 

T 4 better 
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better all be built in America. Nor would 
there be any neceflity to lofe the manufac^. 
turing of the hemp with which fuch Ihips 
were rigged, fince we might import it 
raw from the new colonies, and re-export 
it to the northern colonies, manufactured 
into fail cloth with as little expence as 
much of the hemp lies under, now ufe4 
hy New England, &c. If Britain build§ 
annually 40,000 tons of flipping (I am 
only dating a fuppofition), this at 3I. 10s. 
per ton would alone amount to 140,000!. 
a year. Nor can I fee why the northern 
colonies fhould not build for all Europe. 
The building trade might eafily be carried 
to the underfelling all other countries, and 
efpecially when the culture of hemp and 
the working the iron mines are carried t$. 
perfection ; for then there is no country iq 
the world that will unite all the requifites 
for building cheap fo completely as our 
colonies in North America; and that at 
the fame time while all the benefit re- 
dounds to Britain alone, and without there 
being the lead danger to her from fuch na- 
tural advantages in them. The danger . 
would be great, if at the fame time die dif- 
fered them to be traders and fifhermen ; 
but I laid it down as a rule to proceed upon. 
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$hat trade, filhing, and manufaduring were 
put an entire (top to among them. Now 
the trade of (hip-building has npt only the 
advantage pf felling timber (a mere drug 
in America) to great advantage, but of 
obliging thofe whq bought it, at the fame 
time to purchafe fome quantity of our hemp 
^nd iron. Thus if we built 100,000 tons 
of (hipping annually for foreigners in our 
northern colonies, it would make up the 
former amount 500,000!. and I am very 
well perfuaded that tjiis might be eafily 
effected. Supplying other nations with 
(hipping cheaper than they have it at pre- 
sent, would be no objedion to this plan, 
(ince all the benefits they would reap there- 
from are not comparable to thofe which we 
(hould receive from taking their money. 
Nor dp I think in true politics it would be 
the lead advifcable to refufe French gold 
for men of war thu^ built : for we may lay 
it down as a maxim, that the French will 
never want as many or more men of war 
than they can man ; experience (hews this ; 
fo that ouf enemy will not meet us with 
a (hip the more for our felling them. And 
mod afluredly we had better take his mo- 
ney than let it be given either to the Swedes 
j)r the Genoefe,’! 


Digitized by Google 



282 American Husbandr y.' 

The reader will here obferve, that this 
point of employing the northern colonies 
upon ftaples, or commodities which an- 
fwer the fame purpofe, by way of enabling 
them to do without manufactures, would 
in the nature of things lower their fabrics, 
and take off all that eagernefs for making 
a progrefs in them which has of late been 
fo ftrong among the Americans, . Give 
them employments more advantageous than 
manufacturing (which all that I have 
named would prove), and they will, in the 
nature of things, apply at once to them 
with as much avidity as ever they did td 
manufactures j for in the courfe of affairs 
in the colonies, it can only be the furplus 
of population that can found manufactories 
f<3r fale. 

• - • ; » * * r 

And here it is necefTary to obferve, that 

this fyftem of deftroyrng the fabrics of thb 
colonies by buying up their raw materials, 
giving a bounty on the export of the Bri- . 
tifh manufactures, and employing the co- 
lonifts on flaples, might be vaftly affifted 
by the meafures before explained of plant- * 
ing new colonies in better climates : this 
vVotrld draw off yet greater numbers thatt 
the above mentioned employment on iron, 
timber, Chips, &c. The population that is 
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to be commanded for manufactories car) 
only be had when there is a furplus, which 
the lands do not take off. The northern 
fettlements are very populous — the bed 
lands taken up — new grants only to be had 
in fpots which poffefs not the advantages 
which fettlers neceffarily are defrrous of ; 
when fuch difficulties increafe, and at the 
fame time the people vaflly increafed, it is 
the nature of things that the application to 
manufactures mud increafe proportionably; 
and the neceffity of counteracting the ill 
effeCt every day mud be more and more 
evident : that furplus of population arifes 
merely for want of lands worth taking up, 
as the very term implies, for no fuch thing 
can be found while land is fo plentiful as to 
yield an immediate and beneficial main- 
tenance to every family that applies for it : 
hence it is that manufactories are edablifih- 
ed, and hence the propriety of finding new 
employments on daples for the people, in- 
dead of manufactures j the fame princi- 
ples aCt ip pointing out the neceffity of fuch 
new polonies. That every man without 
employment may meet with every poffible 
inducement to fettle as a planter rather 
than as a manufacturer : and while any 
fuch exid, we may be certain what choice 
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will be madej the country life in America 
has too much independency, too much 
plenty, and to© many convenienpies not at 
all times to be embraced in preference to 
the bufinefs of manufacturing, which in 
every circumftance is fo much inferior. 
When land is difficult to be had, or not 
good, owing to the extenfion of the fet- 
tlements, or to the monopolies of the coun- 
try, the poor muff; be driven to other em- 
ployments than thofe which depend on 
land i manufacturing, commerce, fifheries, 
&c. muff; then thrive in the natural courfe 
of things, unlefs fome fuch meafure as I 
have ftated i? put in practice in order to 
provide other employment. Such meafures 
cannot be carried tQ the extent that is ne- 
ceffary with fuch an increafing people: the 
plan therefore to be adopted is certainly to 
prevent the future increafe of the evil, by 
providing a . motive forthefrelh emigration 
of the people, Settling Canada, Nova 
Scotia, and Florida, is not providing any 
fuch motive, as it has long been found that 
the people of the other colonies will not 
go to them ; but colonies on the Ohio, 
Miffiffippi, and in the Ilionois, would have 
this effeCt beyond any other meafure in the 
world. The journey from New England, 

New 
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New York, Jerfey, Penfylvania, and Ma- 
ryland is by means of the rivers in the 
back country, the Ohio, the Mifiiflippi, 
and the lakes, as eafy, cheap, and commo- 
dious, as can be wifhed : fo that the peo- 
ple in thofe colonies who cannot get good 
land at home, may, at a very fmall ex- 
pence, provide as much as they can defire 
in thofe territories, which are in every re- 
fpedt as excellent, in point of foil and cli- 
mate, as can be wifhed. Water-carriage 
from the old colonies is Abfolutely necef- 
fary to fuch new ones as are defigned to 
draw off the people from them. The in- 
habitants of America are fo accuftomed to 
do without expence, that they would con- 
sider a long land carriage of their efFedts as 
an infurmountable obftacle to their re- 
moval ; I mean the lower ranks of the 
people, whofe emigration the fyftem of po- 
licy I have juft been ftating would mod 
concern. But the pafiage to the tradt9 of 
country I have mentioned, is as commo- 
dious, efpecially by the Ohio, as they can 
wifh, and would not fail to draw off a very 
great number of the people. 

Here I have traced that fyftem, the fe- 
veral parts of which could hardly fail of 
having the efFedts I have mentioned. In 

the 
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the firfl place, buying up their wool and 
other raw materials would lay a tax on 
their matter manufacturers, at the fame 
time that it would be an advantage to thofe 
of Britain. Secondly, giving a bounty 
upon the import in America, of fuch Bri- 
tifh manufactures as the Americans had 
made the greatelt progrefs in fetting up, 
would enable us to under- fell them in all 
the towns fti our colonies. Thirdly, buy- 
ing up or giving a bounty on the tonnage 
of all fhips that brought iron, timber, or 
naval ftores from thence, would find em- 
ployment for their people more beneficial 
than that of manufactures ; which would 
not only prevent fuch people as are now 
employed on them from falling into dif- 
trefs, but would prevent others from en- 
gaging in them in future. Fourthly, plant- 
ing new colonies in fertile and healthy 
countries would draw off that furplus of 
their population, which hashitherto thrown 
them into manufacturing $ it would leffen 
their prefent numbers conliderably, and be 
a drain to their future increafe. 

Thefe feveral points of ccnduCt aim at 
the fame purpofe ; — a purpofe too impor- 
tant to admit of any delay ; which on the 
contrary requires fpirited endeavours, and 

fuch 
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fuch variations in the view as fhall attack 
the evil on every fide. One or two of thefe 
meafures might do much good, but all of 
them are neceffary, if a complete cure is 
intended j and prevention meant in future 
as well as prelent eafe. Manufactures in 
thefe colonies have been owing to the in- 
creafe of the people being beyond the pro- 
portion of frefh land to take off the furplus 
of population ; nothing can either put 
them down or prevent their increafe, but 
drawing off many of the inhabitants, by 
tempting them with a better country and 
plenty of land, and finding more profitable 
employments than manufacturing for fuch 
as flay at home. Thefe are the grand ob- 
jects : well purfued they would prove effect 
tual in putting down all their manufac- 
tories for fale, and preventing new ones 
being ereCted ; but if the work was not 
fufficiently executed thereby, the bounty 
on fimilar Britifh fabrics would give the 
finifhing ftroke. The northern colonies 
under fuch a fyfiem of policy would no 
more have manufaCtares abounding among 
them of their own make, than the Weil 
Indies or the fouthern colonies, excepting 
what was the private work of families ; an 

objeCt 
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objeCt not of much jealoufy to Britain , an<i 
even tbofe would be much leffened by the 
fame conduCt. At the fame time that this 
great and deferable effeCt took place, the 
manufacturing intereft of the mother-coun- 
try would be amazingly advanced more 
than by any other meafure that could be 
devifed } for the export to America would 
be increafed propOrtionably to the quantity 
made by the American manufactories for 
fale, and the import of naval ftores j fo 
that inflead of paying a vaft fum in bullion 
to the Baltic for thofe commodities, they 
would be bought of the colonies with, ma- 
nufactures, a difference infinitely great. 
The trade and navigation of Britain would 
be greatly encouraged — and her American 
affairs would be thrown on a footing that 
would, if well purfued, be effectual in 
preventing thofe many evils which cannot 
but arife from the eftablifhment of manu- 
factures among the colonifts. Such ad- 
vantages are rarely to be gained without 
trouble or expence ; but in this cafe both 
would be fmall in comparifon with the be- 
nefit : the fmall bounties already in being 
fhew that our legiflature think the thing 
extremely defirable j but if they would ef- 

feS 
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fed: it, they muft fubmit to a larger 
expence, in order to fecure a profit of far 
more confideration than almoft any ex- 
pence. 


C H A P. XXXVI. 

INDEPENDANCY. 

Great errors in the accounts given of thepro- 
grefs of population in America — Princi- 
ples of increafe — Dependancy connected 
'with faples — Surplus of population — 
Power of the colonies — Obfervations. 

T HIS is one of the moft curious and 
interefting difquifitions that can at 
any time demand the attention of this king- 
dom. The colonies we have planted in 
America havearifen to fuch a height of po- 
puloufnefs, power, and wealth, that an idea 
of their future independancy fiarts into the 
mind of almoft every man on the very men- 
tion of them in converfation : fome aftert 
the period near at hand, while others are 
willing to believe it yet at a diftance ; to 
enquire when it is to happen is not of im- 
portance ; but to examine thofe circum- 
Vox. II. U fiances 
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(lances, whofe tendency is either to accele- 
rate or retard it, is an enquiry which is 
equally interefting and ufeful, fince from 
thence may be deduced the plan of con- 
duct which it is proper this nation (hould 
purfue, in order to fecure a continuance of 
the advantages (he at prefent enjoys, by 
means of her fettlements in America. 

Virginia, from its fird plantation, has 
doubled its number of people every twenty 
years : this faft, which is well authenti- 
cated by adtual enumerations, has led 
many of our writers into a mod capital mif- 
take concerning the progrefs of population 
in America : they have transferred it from 
Virginia to our colonies on the continent 
in general, than which a greater blunder 
could fcarcely be made. Virginia is a fet- 
tlement where the people are fpread all 
over the country, quite to the mountains, 
among the hills, and even over them ; and 
have been fo for many years, owing to the 
uncommon inland navigation all the coun- 
try enjoys ; / but in the colonies to the 
fouth the people are confined to the un- 
healthy coad for the fake of cultivating 
rice, the mod unwholefome employment 
under the fun. Tobacco and wheat, which 
are the grand products of Virginia, will 
6 not 
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hot grow in fwamps and marflies ; though 
the former requires a rich moift foil, yet 
it mull be free from wet* and dry lands do 
for it, provided they are fertile ; rich wood- 
lands, for inftance, where oak, hiccory, 
and loculi trees are found : fuch lands in 
America are ever healthy; and as to wheat* 
it may be laid down as a maxim, that 
wherever it thrives the climate and foil art 
falubrious to the human body. Another 
circumllance is the climate of Virginia* 
Which at fome diltance from the coall is 
as fine as any in America ; it is the me- 
dium between the cold of the northern co- 
lonies, and the heat of the fouthern ones, 
as its fituation is between both. Further, 
Virginia i; without towns, the people make 
fuch advantage by their agriculture, that 
all are employed in it, confequently all are 
on the increafe : they have neither mer- 
chants, manufacturers, nor filhermen a- 
taong them. 

If the reader confiders thefe circumflari- 
ces, he will find them extremely well a- 
dapted to increafe the number of a peo- 
ple. The healthinefs of the climate— -the 
goodnefs, and at the fame time drvnefs of 
the foil- — the eafe with which every man 
finds employment on the foil — the profit 
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of agriculture exceeding that of any other 
profeffion. Thefe are points which, when 
united with the plenty of land that moft 
of our colonies enjoy, could not fail to 
occafion a very rapid increafeof the people. 

That this increafe is not to be extended 
'in idea to the reft of the colonies, will 
evidently appear from thefe circumftances 
in them being very different ; in the north 
the climate is fo very fevere, that it is im- 
poffible population ffiould thrive in the 
fame degree as a more temperate one, for 
the neceffaries of life muft be had with 
more difficulty. In the fouthern colonies, 
the heat is too exceffive, in the low coun- 
try on the coaft, where the planters con- 
fine themfelves on account of rice, for the 
people to increafe as they do in Virginia : 
in the northern colonies the foil is not com- 
parable to what it is in the tobacco ones, 
confequently provifions cannot be had with 
equal eafe. The fame obfervation is ap- 
plicable to the planted parts of the fouth- 
ern fettlements, and will continue fo till 
the back country is cultivated. In the 
northern colonies agriculture, is far from 
being attended with that profit which re- 
fults from the culture of ftaple commodi- 
ties j the cmfequence of which is, a large 
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proportion of the people applying to other 
profeflions, which are far from having that 
, tendency to increafe, which is found in 
claffes maintained by the foil : thus the 
people gather into towns, populous cities 
are met with, the bane of increafe, trade, 
manufa&ures, and fifheries flourifh : and 
although fuch may be thought to increafe 
the people, it is a great mifiakej thofe em- 
ployments only find bufinefs for thefurplus 
of agriculture ; where is a town full of 
thofe profeflions, in the mofl healthy cli- 
mate, that doubles its number from its 
own increafe in twenty years ? Yet is this 
done in Virginia : on the contrary, all great 
towns would be prefently depopulated, if 
they were not fupplied by the country. 
Another circumflance is the confiderable 
tradls of country in the northern fettle- 
ments that are fully peopled, and where 
land is as dear as in the cultivated parts 
of Great Britain. In fuch there cannot be 
that increafe which is found in Virginia, 
where the people are fpread fo much more 
over the country. 

It is here necefiary to attend particularly 
to the progrefs of population in a newly 
planted country, in order to fee from what 
principles the increafe of the people arifes, 
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and what are the circumftances that draw 
them from the profeffions which depend on 
agriculture. The great increafe found in 
Virginia has been owing to the plenty of 
good land in a climate that will allow of 
the culture of a ftaple. A man there who 
fixes upon a plantation, breeds his family 
of courfe to a knowledge of agriculture ; 
the fons marry early, becaufe they no 
fooner form a connection with the daugh- 
ters of a neighbouring planter, than they 
think of marrying : it is the fame in Eng- 
land, but what puts it afide is the difficulty 
of fupporting a family ; the young couple, 
^s much as they may wiffi it, are obliged 
by prudence and their parents to wait till 
they can be fettled advantageoufly, which 
often is till the chance of a numerous fa- 
mily is half cut off. In Virginia, and thofe 
parts of the other colonies circumftanced in 
the fame manner, the connection is no 
fooner formed than the marriage enfues. 
The man takes up a grant of land, his fa- 
ther gives him a little ftock, and affifts him 
in building a houfe : money is wanting for 
but very few things, and a fmall fum all 
that is neceffary ; the bufinefs is then done, 
and the future fuccefs of the family un- 
doubted. Such a ftate of the cafe not only 
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brings on marriages early, but alfo early 
courtlhips ; for in thickly peopled coun- 
tries men are retarded in their ideas of con- 
necting themfclves, for fear of that poverty 
they are always in danger of : an unmarried 
young man in part6 of the colonies is a 
prodigy. 

Here therefore we deduce the firft prin- 
ciple, which is plenty of land to be had for 
afking, and under thd payment only of fome - 
flight fees : the fecond is, that land being 
good, and well fituated j if it is not good, 
too much expence and difficulty will at- 
tend the cnltivation of it j for if fubfiftence 
for a family be not eafily and fpeedily to be 
gained, with fome furplus, by the fale of 
which other neceffaries may be purchafed 
more money muft be had in readinefs be- 
fore a plantation i6 undertaken , and if the 
Situation is not within a due diftance of 
water-carriage, it will be in vain to raife 
produ&s for fale, as they cannot be fold. 

From hence we find there muft; be a dif- 
ference in the progrefs of the population 
of different provinces proportioned to thefe 
circumftances ; the land in Virginia is 
much better than in the northern colonies, 
and it is in general far nearer to navigation j ; 
thefe are points of fuperiority which can- 
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not fail of rendering the increafe much 
quicker in the former than in the latter. 

The third obfervation to be made here 
is concerning the climate ; the foil mud 
not only be good, but the climate mud be 
warm enough to yield produ&s that are of 
a value fufficient to make agriculture more 
profitable than either manufactures, com- 
merce, or fifheries. In Virginia the cul- 
ture of tobacco is much more beneficial 
than any other employment j the crop 
yields a certain and ready value, by means 
of which they are able to purchafe fuch 
manufactures and neceffaries as their lands 
will not produce, and at the fame time af- 
ford a good profit to the planter ; fo cir r 
cumftanced they have no inducement to 
change their way of life — their fons have 
no other bufinefs before their eyes, by 
which they can better themfelves even in 
idea. But all this is different in the north- 
ern colonies j agriculture there is nothing 
more than the culture of provifions, which, 
though when prices are high, and a mar- 
ket ready, is very profitable, yet is it not 
that regular profit which attends a ftaple; 
this want of a regular market for commo- 
dities rarely to be fent to Europe, renders 
pther means of getting money neceffary, 
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fiich as commerce, fifhing, and manufac- 
tures j and when once thefe are but partly 
eftablilhed, they muft neceifarily draw off 
many people from the culture of the earth. 
The fuccefs which attends fome of thefe — 
and the inclinations of individuals, which, 
when there is a choice , will neceifarily ope- 
rate with many, by degrees lead more and 
more into purfuits entirely different from 
agriculture ; circumftances owing origi- 
nally almoft entirely to a want of ffaple 
produ<5is. When once there is a popula- 
tion formed independent of agriculture, the 
people are divided ; one part increafe pro- 
portionably to the circumftances above de- 
fcribed, but the other have no increafe, or 
probably require the fupport of the coun- 
try to keep up their numbers. 

We find therefore that the firft requifite 
is plenty of land in a healthy climate .j the 
fecond, fertility and a convenient fituation; 
and the third, the climate’s yielding a fta- 
ple product : if we examine the reft of the 
colonies with Virginia, we (hall find them 
inferior to it. The plenty of land in the 
northern colonies is not comparable to that 
in Virginia, unlefs it be in places either 
not fertile, or in inconvenient fituations ; 
the navigation of Virginia is infinitely fu- 
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perior to that of any other colony : New 
England has very little inland navigation j 
and in point of fertility, the foil in the 
tobacco provinces much exceeds that of 
any of the reft. RefpeCting the produCt 
of ftaples, the northern colonies have none, 
and therefore have been driven to every 
profeffion as well as agriculture. And in 
the fouthern ones, where there are both 
ftaples and good land, the rice culture has 
fixed the principal part of the people on 
the coaft, where the climate is fo un- 
healthy, that, inftead of breeding people, 
it is formed for deftroying them. 

From thefe confiderations it is very evi- 
dent, that the increafe of people in Virgi- 
nia mull be far greater than in the reft of 
the colonies, and confequently, that thofe 
writers who have fuppofed the whole of 
our fettlements to increafe in people as 
quick as that colony, muft have erred very 
confiderably in their calculations. 

This is a material point : it is a very 
good thing for Britain, that the colonies 
which have not ftaples do not increafe fo 
quick, for if they did, their manufactures, 
&c. would increafe proportionally ; but 
that increafe in other colonies brings on a 
correfponding increafe of the ftaple pro- 

duds. 


Digitized by Google 



American Husbandry. 299 

du&s, and alfo a proportionable confump- 
tion of Britifh manufactures. 

The independency of thecolenies, when- 
ever it may happen, muft turn on this 
point, the increafe of people in thofe fettle - 
ments which have not fiaples. The increafe 
in thofe which have ftaples, muft always 
be for the advantage of the mother-coun- 
try. It is therefore of confequence to 
know the truth of fo important a matter : 
the northern colonies are moft populous, 
but it does not therefore follow that their 
prefent increafe is equal to that of Vir- 
ginia. 

Dr. Mitchel fays, the number of peo- 
ple in the tobacco colonies foon after the 
peace was 800,000 ; in the northern colo- 
nies near 1,500,0005 and in all the colo- 
nies 3,000,000 5 the total I do not appre- 
hend at that time to be fo great. The me- 
lancholy circumftance in this account, is 
the number in thofe fettlethents which 
produce no ftaples. If the total, as fome 
authors affert, be 2,000,000 at the peace, 
the number in the northern colonies could 
not be above 1,000,000 or 1,100,000. 

It is no difficult matter to explain how 
the danger of America’s becoming inde- 
pendent does not lie in mere population, 

but 


Digitized by Google 



300 American Husbandry.' 

but in the territories where that popula- 
tion is found. A people fpread over a vaft 
extent of fertile country, and* employed in 
railing ftaples fo valuable as to pay well for 
the freight to Europe and diftant countries 
— the railing which is attended with more 
profit than any other employment — fuch 
a people, it is very evident, can find little 
or no inducement to oppofe the defigns of 
the mother-country. The latter finds a 
ready and certain market for all the ftaples 
of the former, and fells in return every 
article of manufacture or other commodi- 
ties that can be wanted, at the fame fair 
price file fixes on them in all other mar- 
kets : at the fame time that this friendly 
and mutually beneficial intercourfe fubfifts 
between them, the mother-country is at 
all times ready and able to protect the co- 
lony againft all enemies and invaders. In 
fuch a lituation it is evident that both par- 
ties muft remain fatisfied with each other, 
until one of them is guilty of fome great 
indifcretion or falfe politics ; and we may 
venture to aflert, that fuch falfe fteps, in all 
probability, will come from the mother- 
country, that is, from the aClive and fu- 
perior party, This is the true defcription 
of a colony founded upon juft principles, 

and 
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and the great objeCt to be attended to is 
the people’s employing themfelves in a 
bufinefs wherein they cannot interfere with 
Britain. 

Now if we turn our eyes to the north- 
ern colonies, we (hall find that the cafe is 
extremely different. As the climate will 
not produce ftaples of value enough to pur- 
chafe manufactures, &c. the inhabitants 
are neceflitated to apply to other profefn 
fions ; thefe are commerce, fifheries, and 
manufactures ; the moment they get into 
this train, they engage in a rivallhip with 
the mother-country ; both are in the fame 
purfuits ; they meet each other in the fame 
markets, and with the fame commodities; 
when once the mother-country feels the ef- 
fect of fuch a competition, jealoufies, 
heart-burnings, reftraints, oppofition, and 
a number of effects of rivalry arife, and 
are the fore-runners of that independency 
of which we are treating at prefent. 

It is not that the northern colonies are 
without a confidcrable and a profitable a- 
griculture ; the diftinguifhing circumftance 
is the product of the agriculture. In the 
tobacco colonies, &c. the llaple is a com- 
modity that is wanted in Europe, and 
yields a good price, confequently the 
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planters can fell to the Britifli merchants 
a product that regularly fupplies them with 
a return of Britifh manufadtures. But the 
agriculture of the northern provinces, that 
is, of all the fettlements north of the to- 
bacco colonies yields only corn and pro- 
vilions; valuable articles, it is true, but 
rot fufficiently fo to bear the freight to 
Europe, except in years when they are 
very cheap in America, and very dear in 
Europe : confequently the fale of them 
to the merchants of Britain muft, in the 
nature of things, be a mere uncertainty, a 
contingency depending on accident : where- ' 
as the fale which is to pay for the import 
of manufadtures muft be regular, and abfo- 
lutely to be depended upon. 

Now the want of fuch ftaple produdts 
muft have the confequence of obliging the 
inhabitants of fuch colonies to make thofe 
fabrics they cannot buy, or elfe to apply to 
fuch bufineffes as may have the effedl which 
the agriculture of other colonies pro-* 
duces. 

But, fay fome, why cannot thefe fettle- 
ments apply to manufadtures, commerce, 
and filheries, without fuch an application 
bringing on their independency ? — Becaufe 
thofe employments, by whatever people 
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they are carried on, occafion wealth, mili- 
tary power, and that furplus of population 
from which armies may, on any occafion 
be raifed. When the general bufinefs of 
a colony is the fame as that of the mother- 
country to the degree of rivaKhip, difputes 
and quarrels muft arife ; and when thefe 
become inflamed by a continuation of the 
fume difputes, the pofleffion of a great 
body of feamen, many (hips, with every 
fort of naval (lores, arms, and ammunition 
for the equipment of fleets, armies, and 
their attendants, with a great furplus of 
population for the recruit of both ; ma- 
nufactures in number fufficient to take off 
a dependence on others, and commerce for 
a general fupply when this is the cafe, 
it muft furely be apparent, at firft fight, 
that colonies in fuch a fituation poflefs the 
principal means of becoming independent 5 
in fuch a fituation they will have little com- 
pundtion at difputes with their fuperior, 
and every day feel lefs and lefs dread at any 
open hoftilities. 

The difference is extremely great be- 
tween fuch and others that are in a dif- 
ferent predicament ; among whom we 
find no furplus of population, no (hips, no 
feamen, no magazines of naval (lores, nor 

any 
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any great cities, to plan, diredf, and head- 
the difcontents that may arife from the; 
caufes I have juft fet forth. While the 
natural tendency of the foil, climate, pro-, 
dudtions, and navigation is to fpread the 
people over a whole country, their in- 
creafe does not make them powerful ; add 
millions to Virginia, and fpread over the 
Ohio, Ilionois, and Miffiffippi, they will 
be no more powerful with four millions 
than with one, becaufe, as long as frefli 
land is plentiful, there will be no furplus 
of population to gather into towns; with- 
out the fame furplus there can be no ma- 
nufadture, nor any poflibility of raifing 
armies or navies. A colony not a fourth 
fo populous, but poflefling a furplus of po- 
pulation apparent in its cities, and confe- 
quent employments independent of agri- 
culture, would be far more dangerous to 
Britain. Hence wc find how ill judged a 
condudt that was in the Britilh govern- 
ment, which lead it to attempt to force a 
capital in Virginia : every means were 

ufed to lead the people to flock into 
Williamlburg, and magnificent edifices 
eredted to adorn it ; milerable want of fore- 
fight ! Inftead of which, had great reftric- 
tions been laid on towns increafwg, in the 
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infancy of Bofton, New York, and Phi- 
ladelphia, this country would at prefent 
have been in the pofi'eflion of perhaps 
20,000 feamen more than (he now enjoys ; 
and all the trade depending on them. A 
modern author obferves, “ The navigation 
than of our American colonies has been more 
once exerted in aCtual feats of power, in 
carrying on a war — againft the enemies of 
Britain indeed j but the fame power might 
be exerted againft her, and in the cafe of a 
revolt mod certainly would.” “ We have 
been here, fays an American writer, but 
little more than one hundred years, and yet 
the force of our privateers in the late war 
(that of 1744) united was greater, both in 
men and guns, than that of the whole Bri- 
tiih navy in queen Elizabeth’s reign.” 
What therefore muft it have been in the 
late war ! Befides fuch a formidable naval 
force, they have railed, paid, and armed 
great armies. During the late war they 
kept an army of above -30,000 men on 
foot. They have foundcries of cannon, ma- 
gazines of war, arfenals, forts, and fortifi- 
cations, and even victorious generals amongft 
their own troops. They have a (landing 
militia ; and conftantly have the means of 
raifing and arming a formidable body of 
Voi,. II. X forces, 
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forces. Let it not be imagined that I am 
drawing a comparison between the power 
of Britain and her colonies ; far from it ; 
I am only touching upon a few concurrent 
circumftances, which add to the grand 
ones of an independent agriculture and ma- 
nufactures. Supposing that the latter are 
of capital importance to a people about to 
throw off the dominion of another, the for- 
mer are likewife of vaSt confequence to the 
attemDts, and would render the execution 
much eaSier than it could be without them : 
and how much likewife would depend on 
the fituation of Britain at the time ! For 
inSlance, whether She was in the midft 
of a fuccel'sful or an unfuccelsful war ; — 
in the midft of a fecure peace or a doubt- 
ful contefl. A certain concatenation of 
events might give the colonics an opportu- 
nity of not only Striking the blow, but pre- 
venting all future hopes in the mother- 
country of reverfmg it. The eifeCt of ex- 
ternal circumstances therefore mult be 
great.” 

Seeing the principles upon which the 
danger of this independency lies, we may, 
without great difficulty, examine and point 
out the means of preventing it as long as 
poSlible : we have found that the fituation 
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* which mod threatens it is the populoufnefs 
, of thole colonies which have no flaples r 
hence therefore all thofe meafures 1 before 
pointed out as a remedy againfl the manu- 
factures of America are equally applicable 
to theprefent csfe ; lince in their operation 
they cannot leffen the fabrics of the north- 
ern colonies without either leffening the 
number of their people, or in giving them 
employments which lhall have the effeCt of 
ftaples. In proportion as thefe objects were 
effected, the greater would be the difficulty 
of their becoming independent ; and in that 
chain of conduCt no link is more important 
than the eftablifhment of new colonies in 
fuch a climate as will yield ftaples, and in 
htuations which will admit an eafy emigra- 
tion from the northern fettlements to them. 
Such new colonies, among which that of 
the Ohio will be foremoft, would have the 
effeCt of drawing off that furplus of popula- 
tion which in a country mod of which is 
cultivated, applies to manufactures, com- 
merce, or fifheries ; and as long as fuch fur- 
plus could be made to flow in this new 
channel, we fhould be in no greater danger 
-of the independency of America than we are 
,at prefent, and perhaps not in fo much. 

I have fhe.wn, that the general increafe 
of people in the colonies is not near what 
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the generality of writers make it : inftead 
of doubling all their numbers in 25 years, 
their prefent number will not probably be 
doubled in 50 years; and then the next 
doubling may take 120 years, and fo on ; a 
confideration too much overlooked by all 
authors that have treated of American 
affairs. But granting the increafe to be 
quicker than I have dated it, yet it is not 
the numbers, as I before obferved, but the 
furplus of agriculture that we are to fear. • 
Suppofe the total fifteen millions, but 
fpread over the continent fomuch, that the 
tnanufafturesjcommerce, and fiflieries were 
no greater than at prefent — in that cafe I 
affert, that we fhould be in no greater dan- 
ger of their independence than we are at 
prefent. But on the contrary, if their num- 
bers had filled all that part of the continent 
which will yield flaples, fo that frefh land 
for a fmall expence could no longer be had 
for new fettlers, then of courfe that furplus 
of population which ufed to be taken off 
continually by new cultivation, mufl ne- 
ceflarily have recourfe to other employ- 
ments ; then cities arife, commerce and 
manufactures fiourifh, the arts are intro- 
duced, and a mother-country edablifhed 
indead of remaining a colony. 

Here 
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Here we may make an obfervation, 
which, though at firft fight it may appear 
great ydiftant,yetdeferves attention when- 
ever population has advanced to fuch a de- 
gree in our colonies : it is, that we muff 
then, at all events, make the acquifition of 
Louifiana, on the weft of the Miffiffippi, 
to fupply that neceftary quantity of fret h 
land which will be wanting to prevent the 
furplus of population applying to any other 
profeflion than agriculture : if the preced- 
ing principles are admitted, and they can 
hardly be reje&ed, then this obfervation 
will not have the appearance of wildnefs. 
The author above quoted gives an idea of 
Britifh policy fimilar to this: he remarks, 

“ That the fhould abide by the boundaries 
fixed already to the old colonies, that of the 
rivers’ heads ; and all further fettling to be 
in new colonies wherever they were traced. 
— That (be fhould keep the inland naviga- 
tion of the continent, that is, of all the 
great lakes and navigable rivers to herfelf, 
and not fuffer any fets of men to navigate 
them, and thereby communicate from one 
part of the continent to another..-r-That fhe 
fhould never fuffer any provincial troops or 
militia to be raifed, but referve entirely to 
herfelf the defence of the frontiers.rr-rThat 

X 3 ' ’ fh? 


Digitized by Google 



310 American H'jsban dr y. 

/lie fijould throw whatever obftacles file 
could upon all plans of communication 
from colony to colony, or conveniencies 
from place to place. — That in proportion as 
any colony declined in fiaples, and threaten- 
ed not to be able to produce a fufficiency of 
them, the inhabitants fliould receive fuch 
encouragement" to leave it, as more than to 
drain its natural increafe, unlefs new fiaples 
were difcovered for it. — A people, circum- 
fianced as the North Americans would be, 
if fuch a fyfiem was fully and completely 
executed, could not poflibly even think of 
withdrawing themfelves from the dominion 
of Britain until their fiaples failed them, 
and they were drove, in fpite of all laws 
and prohibitions, to herd together in towns 
for the purpofes of manufadturing thofe ne- 
cefiaries which their fiaples would not pay 
for. No matter what their numbers might * 
be, they would remain fubjedt to the mo- 
ther-country as long as {he could fupply 
them with fiaples, and that principally 
would depend upon providing their increafe 
with frefti land. It is true (he would find 
an end of her territory atlaft, and then the 
natural courfe of things would form towns 
and manufadtures of that increafe, which 
flic before took off by means of plenty of 
> land. 


Digitized by Google 



American Husbandry. 311 
• 

land. A connection would then arife be- 
tween town and town and colony and colo- 
ny ; numbers would feel that ftrength which 
refults from connexion alone, and the in- 
fluence of the mother-country would be too 
weak to oppofe the confequences.” 

If a contrary conduCt in Britain fhould be 
purfued, which it mull be owned is but 
too likely, the independency of America 
may happen in no diflant period ; for as 
fuch progrefs has been made in the north- 
ern colonies towards general manufactures, 
and the poffeflion of great fitheries and an 
extenfive commerce, the efFeCt will every 
day be an increafe of thofe employments 
proportioned to the furplus of population in 
the fettlements ; and this increafe muft ne- 
ceflarily bring on a degree of power, which 
will enable them, on the firfl: fair opportu- 
nity, to throw off their obedience to the 
Britifh government. Or affairs may gradu- 
ally goon in fuch a train, as will bring on 
he fame independency by flow degrees, 
and at lafl reft in the completion of it 
without any ads of violence againfl Bri- 
tain — by riling into too powerful a people 
for the mother-country to think of con- 
trouling. 

X 4 CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXXVIL 

REPRESENTATION. 

Of a union between Great Britain and ker 
colonies— Objections which have been made 
—Anfwcrs— Difficulties — Obfervations. 

T HAT different parts of the fame em- 
pire ought to be united as clofely as 
poflibie by all the ties of political intereft, 
is a maxim, which as it has never been de- 
nied, l'o one might imagine it would never 
be neceffary to prove the cafes in which it 
ought particularly to be applied. But in 
this of our American colonies fuch difficul- 
ties have been flarted, and fuch objections 
have been made that have made many per- 
fons to think truth no longer truth — or that 
a flrong exception is here found to a maxim 
otherwife infallible. 

Mr. Pownal, who refided long in Ame- 
rica, and was fuppofed to be well acquaint- 
ed with American affairs, ftarted the plan 
of an union in a more direCt manner than 
any other writer of credit had done before, 
fhewing that an American reprefentation 

might 
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might take place without very great diffi- 
culties : and the late Mr. Grenville went 
pretty much into the fame idea when he 
planned the (lamp ad, but from that blun- 
dering execution which was feen in all his 
fchemes, he totally defeated the plan by 
beginning at the wrong end. 

Avery able and lively author, in the 
Obfervations on a late State of the Nation, 
took Mr. Grenville’s fcheme to pieces, and 
ridiculed it with great feverity. His objec- 
tions turn chiefly, if not entirely upon the 
diftance of America, and the uncertainty of 
that navigation, from length of voyage, 
fhipwrecks, and war, which mufl bring 
the American reprefentatives to Great Bri- 
tain : in all which he difplays much wit 
and great ridicule. But I am oneofthofe 
who do not think that wit is reafon, or 
that he who gets the laugh mufl infallibly 
be on the right fide j fince this would be 
nothing more than faying, that a man’s con- 
duct is always right in proportion to the wit 
with which he can defend it. We are not 
therefore to fee nothing but iinpoffibilities 
in a matter which at mofl abounds with 
only difficulties and a refolution to con- 
quer difficulties ought always to be taken 

in 
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in proportion to the benefits which will rc-. 
fult from the vidtory. 

The difficulty of -the difiance, I think, 
may be got over by feveral means, fuppofe 
the members from America, who may be 
there chofen either by the freeholders of the 
provinces, or by the prefent reprefentatives 
in the provincial aftemblies, fiiauld always 
be eledfed for an uncertain duration ; that 
is, the member refident at London ffiould 
continue the fitting member either till an- 
other landed who was to fucceed him, or 
till his own re-eledtion was noticed. I 
think this plan would at once anfvver many 
of the obje&ions which the above mention- 
ed ingenious gentleman has ftarted. Nor 
do I fee to what material ones the plan is 
open : if it is faid that the member in Eng- 
land cannot fupport his intereft in cafe of 
new elections in America, I reply, neither 
can the member of our own parliament, in 
cafe he is abroad, which often happens, 
and yet we fee his friends exerting then'll 
felves near as effedtually : but granting the 
fadl, of what confequence is it to either 
Britain or America, whether Mr. George 
or Mr. Thomas be the member ? As long 
as there muft be a fitting one, the neceffity 

is 
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is fully anfwered by either ; and if fome in- 
dividual happens to be of fingular merit or 
popularity, he will of courfe be re-eleCted. 
This uncertain duration of a member’s fit- 
ting may appear ftrange at firft fight, but 
upon a little reflection there will be found 
nothing objeCtable in it, as the term will 
be fixed by no minifterial artifice, nor by 
the artifice of any other man : if a member 
is not re-eleCted, it will of courfe be the 
bufinefs of his fucceflor to take his feat as 
foon as he can ; and if on the way he thould 
be taken by the Spaniards, and carried to 
Lima, it will be a difagreeable adventure 
to him, but public bufinefs will fuffer no- 
thing by it. 

But there if another circumftance which 
anfwers a great part of the objections which 
have been made to American reprefenta- 
tion : Englifli counties eleCt Scotch mem- 
bers — Scotch towns eleCt Englifh members 
— and both of them I rifh ones ; why not 
upon the fame principles eleCt Britifli mem- 
bers for America ? They will be equally 
eligible. At prefent the provinces appoint 
agents, and give them falaries ; why not 
eleCt the fame men into parliament j their 
feat will render a falary unneceflary, and 
they will be much more able to advance 

the 
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the bufinefs, and defend the intereft of 
their conftituents : it would be at the op- 
tion of the eledtors of America either to 
chufe fome perlon among themfelves, or 
elfe upon the fame principles as they make 
choice of their agents, to chufe fome per- 
fon of reputation or knowledge in Britain. 
There does not appear to be any infuperable 
objedtions to any part of fuch a bufinefs. 

As to the arrangement of the eledtors in 
America, it would have no more difficul- 
ties in it than that of the fame thing in Scot- 
land : — it would only be neceflary to take 
care that the increafing population of that 
vaft country fliould be reprefented, which 
would be well enough fecured by decree- 
ing all freeholders, whofe freeholds were 
above the value of ten pounds fterling — 
fhould have a vote, both fuch as were in 
being at the time of the union, and alfo 
fuch as ffiould be gained or eredted after- 
wards. And if the reprefentation of towns 
was entirely dropped, it would be fo much 
the better, and be takings proper hint.frotn 
the experience of eledtors in England. 

Objedtions have likewife been raifed 
upon the fcore of difficulties in contefted 
eledlions, from the tedioufnefs and expence 
of trials at the bar of the houfe* when wiU 
1 ' neffes 
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neffes are to be brought, and all their at- 
tendants, acrofs the Atlantic ocean : but as 
well might we objcdt to the rcprefentatiou 
of the Highlands of Scotland, becaufe fuch 
evils were infinitely greater than with Mid- 
dlefex : — there are boroughs in Scotland 
from whence it is near as difficult and ex- 
penfive to get a tribe of people to London 
on fuch a bufinefs, as it would be from parts 
of America. If objedlions agsinft extend- 
ing legiflation throughout the empire are 
ffated merely from the extent of the em- 
pire, it is fo weak a plea, that one might 
almoft reply to it by faying, you fhould get 
rid of what you cannot govern. You can 
fend governors, deputies, furveyors, mar- 
fhals, regifters, and placemen of every de- 
nomination to America; ft is a pretty joke 
to imagine they cannot as well return us 
reprefentatives. 

Concerning the general expediency of 
this meafure, I recollect nothing material 
that has been urged againft it. On the 
contrary, very many reafons have been of- 
fered to fiievv that it is not only proper but 
ncceflary. It Ihould be confidcred, that 
the danger of the American colonies throw- 
ing off what is commonly cal led the yoke 
of their mother-country, turns principally 

open 
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upon points of government in which the 
one party is fuppofed to be aggrieved by 
the laws enadted in the other. Nor can 
we well ftate a cafe in which there is any 
probability of a revolt, but what arifes 
from this circumftance. 

If the union was to take place, and all 
the provinces of our American dominion 
reprefented in the British parliament, there 
would be a tye and a connexion of a very 
different nature from what at prefent fub- 
fifts between them. Adis of the legiflature 
would then be adts to which themfelves had 
given their confent ; a point of vaff impor- 
tance, and by no means treated in a fatif- 
fadtory manner, by fpeaking of a virtual 
reprefentation. 

Let us ftippofe the adminiftration of cur 
government to be fo unexceptionable in re- 
gard to all American meafures as to prevent 
any open revolt among that part of the fub- 
jedts in our empire, in what manner then 
could America become independent P I re- 
ply, by the connection gradually falling off", 
until it became of no confequence — this 
connedtion is merely commercial. Its de- 
clenlion would be proportionate to the co- 
lonifts fupplying their own markets with 
manufadtures, after which the remaining 
7 connec- 
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connection would be too inconfiderable to 
deferve a thought : hence therefore we 
find a natural and eafy death to every ad- 
vantage which can refult from America to 
Britain. But if the former was reprefented 
in the parliament of Britain — and if that 
representation formed an entire new legis- 
lative power, to which they gave unre- 
strained obedience, the connexion between 
them, which has been found of fuch im- 
portance, would be properly perpetual — 
as Secure as the connection between Scot- 
land and England. 

If in any future time the population and 
importance of America become, what we 
have reafon to SuppoSe they will be, then 
it might be expedted that a change in the 
place of parliamentary meetings might en- 
fue, and America become the head of the 
empire, as far as the reSidence of govern- 
ment could make it So; a revolution which 
might be much more advantageous to this 
country than a total Separation would 
be, under many circumftances which might 
attend So great a change. But as this idea 
is in reference only to a period extremely 
diftant, no arguments to be drawn from it 
^an be conclusive in the prefent enquiry. 
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